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PART II, 


CONTINUATION OF THE ADVENTURES OF 
LIEUTENANT B—, 1 





AVING fhifted my clothes, that the old 

d deceiver might not know me fo eafily, 

1 went to the Auftrian, whom I, without 
clifficulty, perfuaded to fup with me at Lieute- 
nant N—’s, We repeated our orders to our 


trufty corporals and left the houfe. ' — 
VOL. II. B Stener 
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Strange fenfations occupied my mind, 
fpreading a gloom over my countenance : — 
The expectation of feeing fomething extra- 
ordinary and wonderful thrilled my foul with 
awe, and an unaccountable chill trembled 
through my limbs; perhaps it was the effect 
of a foreboding of my approaching feparation 
from my ever beloved friend, who appeared 


as cool and unconcerned as ever. Whenhe | 


faw me fo filent and gloomy, he faid, “So 
«¢ folemn, my friend, it feems you with very 
« little for your old acquaintance.” 


“Tt is no pleafant tafk to unmafk an im- 
© poftor,” faid I. 


< But an ufeful one,” anfwered he, taking 
me under the arm, and relating to me his 


tranfactions of the day. 


This being quite out of Kis ufual way, I 
could not miftake his intention, and endea- 


voured to appear cheerful, in which painful 


tafk I fucceeded at length; however there 


was fill lurking i in my foul an awful ftrange 
: - fenfation, 


& 
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fenfation, quite foreign to my charatter, tho’ 


the latter had been tinged with a fullen hue 
fince I had frequented’ the company of my 
new friend. 


When we came to Lieutenant N—’s apart- 
ment, we met two. of his moft intimate 
friends, who had been prefent at the late 
alarming apparition of the ghoft, and were de- 
termined to engage the fpectre once more. 


They all were rejoiced at the Auftrian’s 
coming, and foon began to recount the ter- 
rible vifitation of the ghoft, and the anxiety 
they had fuffered, which they did in a moft 
prolix and tedious manner. The Auftrian 
begged to talk of fomething elfe, and not to 
deprive themielves of the neceffary firmnef§ 
of mind by the recolleftion of what was patt ; 
he at the fame time endeavoured to give the 
converfation a more cheerful turn, and I can- 
not but confefS, that he never had been fo 
amuufing and pleafing fince I had known him. 


Boa The 
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The cloth being laid we fat -down to ‘fup-". 
per, but none-of us did honor td the meal ex- 


cgpt the Auftrian; the wise promiled to dif- 
pel the clouds of gloominefs from our circle; 
however our hoft piicd us in vain with bum- 
pers, the heart-clevating juice of the grape 
could not raife our creft-fallen fpirits, and the . 
Auftrian was the only one who relifhed it, and 
experienced ‘its powers divine.” 

The farther the night advanced the lower 
our fpirits funk, in defpite of iniy friend’s 
endeavours to fpread’ the glow of merriment: 
around, and to encourage us to join him: 
heartily in his libations. ..Though he founded. 
the praife of the wine’s excellence, by words 
and deeds, yet he kept within the bounds af 
fobernefs, and when it ftruck eleven o’clock, 
bade us drink a final bumper to good acid 
and then took. up his hat and fw ord, =i 
. I did the , fame, and our sicisialens fol. 
lqwed our example with fear and trembling. : 


Wen went down ftairs in felemn taciturnity, 
a) and 


a 
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‘and groped our way through midnight dark- 


nefs to the Hauntéd Inn. 
The mafter of the Gait welcomed us 
moft cordially, thanking us beforehand for 


the expected tranquillity of his houfe and the 


return of his profperity —he led us to the 
hall where the above mentioned dreadful ap- 
parition had appeared, enlarging with inde- 
‘fatigable garrulity, on many horrible inci- 


' dents which had taken place, within the {pace 


-of a-twelvemonth, in that difaftrous apart- 

‘ment... |. 2 - 
a i aes 

The Auftrian uttered not a word, but 

‘featched clofély every corner of the fpacious 

‘lonely room, and then took up a ¢andle arid 

“WENT oUt. | Having been abfent a good while, 

‘ he returned at length, pulled his great coat 


‘off, and entered into a lone ‘¢onverfation 


with the mafter of the houfe, afking hin 


“Many different queftions, which betrayed his 
diffidence in the poor fellow’s honefty. I was 


3 =“ not | 
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not much pleafed with his unequivocal marks 
- of fufpicion, knowing the inn-keeper as an 
upright honeft man, void of difguife and art, 
and that he himfelf had fuffered the moft 
glaring damages by thofe noéturnal appari- 
tions: Eis inn had been unfrequented by 
travellers thefe. many months, on account of 
that fleep-difturbing phantom, which haunted 


the weary wanderer in the dead of night, and — 


he fwore, by every thing holy and facred, 
that he had never feen Father Francis, (fo 
he called the hoary deceiver) though he had 
heard of many marvellous deeds perpetrated 
by that wonderful man. 


It is now,’ » added he, “a wal while 
<¢ fince I have heard of that fagacious old 
‘¢ man, they fay he is gone’to a diftant place, 
‘ offended at the ingratitude of the people 
© of our country: Formerly he has told the 
« people’s fortunes, but without fee. My 
© father, the late poffeffor of this houfe, has 
told me many marvellous inftances of his 


“* 


« aftonifhing 
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«¢ aftonifhing {kill in dete¢ting thefts, and re- 
“covering ftolen goods; as how he has 
been poffeffed of a wonderful fegacity to 
read in people’s looks, at firft fight, what- 
ever they had done all their life iene dif- 
covered and folved the {pell of echo 
and horribly punifhed the old hags that 
dared to bewitch the countrymen’s cattle. 
In fhort, faid my father, God reft his ho- 
“ neft foul, Father Francis has indeed been 
a father and a friend to every one in dif- 
© trek, and a baneful foe to the Black a 
© and his infernal hofts.”’ 


vw 


nw 
“A 


¢ 


vn 


¢ 


Cay 


Ci 


nw 


A 
La) 


n~ 
nw 


‘“« 


The Auftrian appearing ftill to harbour 
thoughts of fufpicion againft the fimple inn- 
-keeper, watched clofely all his motions, was 
always at his heels when he left the room, 
and ever bufy to ply him with various quef- © 
tions. Iand my companions kept clofe to- 
gether, myfelf burning with defire for the 
beginning of the drama, and my fellow ad- 
venturers awaiting it with fear and trembling, 


B4 It 
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It ftruck twelve when the inn-keeper was 
ftill in clofe converfation with the circum- 
fpect Auftrian.. ‘The door opened, and father 
Francisentered the room ; the fight ofthe hoary 
deceiver made my blood boil in my veins, 
and I clapt my hand involuntarily to my 
{word; the Auftrian, who was ftanding ata 
fmall diftance from me, hiding a part of his 


face under his hat, and holding a brace of ~ 


piftols in his hands, feemed to afk me by a 


fide glance, whether Father Francis and my_ 


old acquaintance in the Black Foreft was one 
and the fame perfon. I affirmed it by a quick 
motion of my eyelids, and the Auftrian turn- 
ed his back to the Necromancer ;:I removed 
behind Lieutenant N—, and peeping over 
his fhoulders, watched the proceedings of 
the juggler, who advanced with folemn fteps 
into the middle of the apartment, where he 
ftopped, refting his inquifitive looks on the 
countenances of the company. 


; Profound filence fwayed all around, and 
we were fixed tothe ground like fo many 
{tatues, 


’ 
he 
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— ‘ftatues, thrilled with anxious expectation, and 
- {carce’ ventured to breathe. 


‘The old man was clad in a long robe of 
black filk, his fnow-white head uncovered, 
a white filken fath, marked with ftrange cha- 
raéters, was tied round his waift, and the well 
known black wallet hung on his back ; ha- 
vino taken it down he untied it, and exhi- 
bited the myfterious inftruments of con- 
juration: at his mute command the hott car- 
ried a table in the centre cf the room, put 
two lighted torches ea it and aod a 
door. 


- Now he gave usa fignal to form a circle 
round him; the Auftrian placed himfelf to 
his left fide, turning his face towards the door, 
Lieutenant N—, by the conjuror’s own de- 
fire, to his right; the inn-keeper {tood clofe 
by the Auten. one of Lieutenant N—’s 
friends took his -ftation by the landlord, ‘and 
I placed myfelf clofé to the latter. The Ne- 
cromancer appeared to care little for the 

Bs right 
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right wing, and I could clearly obferve. that 
his left neighbour raifed his fufpicion. 


_ However, he began his conjuration: with 

apparent firmnefs, after he had ftreweda red- 
difh fand on the floor, and delineated a treble 
circle with his ebony wand.. The particulars 
of the act of conjuring were nearly the fame 
as in the cellar of the Haunted Caftle, ex- 
cept his reading aloud the greateft part of the 
form cf the conjuration, and his face being 
not fo horribly diftorted by convulfions as 
in the fubterraneous rooms of that terrible 
haunt of robbers. 


_ Now the ceremony was finifhed, he caft 
his book on the table, and pronounced thrice 
the well-known myfterious word : Suddenly 
a howling blaft of wind rufhed againft our 
faces, a thick column of {moke afcended from 
the floor, overcafting the whole apartment, 
and extinguifhing the torches, Darknefs and 
horror furrounded us, 


’Ere 


& 7) i a ee a — nr niin ae 4 
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: °Ere long a faint gleam was breaking from 
the floor, fparingly illuminating the objects 
around, and rifing higher and higher on the 
oppofite wall ’till ic reached the ceiling. At 


once the floor feemed to fhake beneath our 


feet, and we beheld with chilly horror an hu- 
man figure hovering on the wall; its gar- 
ments and face, bearing the erifly marks of 
corruption, appeared to have fuffered by the 
flames, It fhook its head and fiery fparks 
flew around. A fudden fmell of brimitone 


| aot fuffocated us. 


After we had gazed at the phantom fome - 
time, with fecret horror, the Necromancer ~ 
exclaimed with a thundering voice, ‘* Who 
art thou?”’ 


- Phantom. (Staggering back) cA foul 
from purgatory.” 


Old man, =“ What is thy defire?”” 


B6 | Phantom 
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_ Phantom. ‘To be redeemed from the 
flames.” 


Old man. ‘‘ By what means?” 
_ Phantom, ‘By the fale of this houfe,”” 


Old man. ‘For what reafon?” . 


Phantom. es I have: got it by. 


fraudulent means,”’ 


Old man. ‘* How can the fale of this 


~ houfe expiate thy crime?” 


Phantom. “It can, becaufe my children - 


will be faved.”’ 


_ The Necromancer was ach and the gal 


tom difappeared. 


A. violent guft ef wind rufhed again in our 
faces, the fmoke evaporated, and the torches 
begam te burn. Lieutenant N— with his 

friends 


5 < 


d from the 
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fends and the landlord were ftruck with: 
amazement, and unable to ftir; the Auttrian 
lifted his hat, which had hidden part of his 
face, ftaring wildly at the hoary cheat, and I 
expected with impatience the fignal for feiz- 
ing the rafcal, who, with ereat tranquillity 
and unconcern, was bufied with putting his 
geweaws again into his wallet. 


_.Now the Auftrian came forth, and I clap- 
ped my hand to my fword: Awful filence. 
reigned around, and our companions were. 
fill fixed to their places, whilft the Auftrian’s 
{fparkling looks refted on the Necromancer, 
who now had packed up the inftruments of- 
fraud, and thrown the wallet over his fhoul- 
ders. Juft when he was going to leave the 
room, his eye caught the glowing face of my 
friend, and he feemed thunderftruck. Their. 
Igoks evinced a. mutual emotion of an un- | 
common nature ; my friend’s {tern looks grew 
more and-more -terrible; and the old man: was 
apparently grafped by horror’s icy fangs: 
Our expectation rofe to the higheft pitch, and 
ss | we 


= 
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we were ftanding around them ina grifly at- 


titude, moft of us thrilled with fecret awe, 
_ and I not without chill. 


“Yes,” began now the Auftrian with a 
trembling voice, ‘yes, it is thou, Volkert ! 
it is thou!” | 


The old deceiver fhivered violently, his 


face was diftorted by terrible convulfions, he 
floor. 


We all feemed to be touched by a magic 
wand, and the Auftrian was ftanding a good 
while in our middle, in a ftate of wild ftupe- 
faétion ; at leneth he recovered his recollec- 
tion, drew with his wonted firmnefs nearer to 
the lifelefs Necromancer, raifed him up, 


fhook him with all his might, and exclaimed, _ 


“Volkert, Volkert, return to life once 
more.” : 


But 


gave a hollow groan, and fell lifelefs on the 


1a orilly a 
ecret awe, 


n with a 
Volkert ! 


ly, his 
15, Ae 
1 the 
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Butall was in vain, the old man gave no 
fien of life. 


* Volkert, Volkert,” exclaimed my friend 
once more, but he did not hear him. 


The inn-keeper ran down ftairs fetching a 
glafs of water and fome drops, but all our en- 


deavours to reftore the hoary villain to the | 


ufe of his fenfes proved abortive and he re- 
mained: fenfelefS in ‘our arms, 


“Well then,”’ refumed the Auftrian, his 
eyes flafhing with anger, “if amicable means 
will not. do, then I muft have recourfe to vij- 
olence.”’ So faying, he difcharged a putol, 
the door flew open, and four corporals rufhed 
in with their fwords unfheathed. 


“Tie the rafcal’s arms and legs,’ roared 


the Auftrian, “away with the villain, he is 
Ourprifoner.? = | 


‘ ** You 


36 NECROMANCER: : 


ae Younprifoner! I!” replied the gray deceiv- 
Gini. had wecoveréd at lait, * your pri- 
foner,” roared he with a ghaftly erin, difen- 
gaping himfelf from our grafp. . 


ae corpora rufhed a him. | 


-. Fam a citizen of F—, of 2 re imperik 
en, who dares to touch me 2”: | | 
| ‘The seRorals la haftily, and the An-- 

ftrian’s brow was covered with terrible wrin- 
kles, his eyes ftafhed anger, his mouth foam- 
ed, and his whole frame trembled in an agony 
of furious rage. I never beheld a more'ter- 
rible afpect. re So 
“Infernal fpirit! hell-born villain !”? roared - 
"he, gnafhing his teeth, “I am deceived !— 
‘ ence by thee, Volkert !—Volkert aa 

ie si 

At once the ehanded of his voice lowered: : 

to an -entreating, accent, 


Jv a 
[ : 





“Volkert, 
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“© Volkert, Vulkert, for God’s fake have 


“¢ mercy onme; fave me from an ocean of 
€¢ doubts ; {pare me, O fpare me; fave me 
“ from the difgrace to appear to myfelf and 
© my friends a fool and a fuperflitious fana- 
“* tic! Tell me, O tell me, am I indeed de- 
** ceived? O, I will forgive thee, I will .. 
pronounce thee my benefactor, my faviour, 
“* only fpeak—tell me I am not deceived!”? | 


The: tears ran down his cheeks, -as he pro- 
nounced thefe words, fpoken in the moft vior 


lent paffion. | 


' Itisaterrible awful fight to fee a man weep, 
I'turned my eye away from that affecting 
{cene, not being able to behold it any longer, 
‘The reft of my companions were feized anew 
with dumb ftupefaction, when they -faw the 
‘violent emotions of my venerable friend, and 
@ paufe of unutterable horror enfued, after 
_ the Auftrian’s fpeech. The old man either 
would or could not fpeak, ang the Auftrian 


began once more to addrefs the hoary de~ 
. | celver 
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ceiver in an accent of utter infenfibility, and 
with a fternnefs of look not to be defcribed. 


“Volkert, thou wilt not know me. I will 
{pare thee the difgrace of confeffing thine own 
guilt, but if thou wert in my power —” 


His eyes darted flafhes of lightning, and his 
voice was like the roaring of thunder. 


‘If thou wert in my power, I would make 

‘* thee confefs thy cheats, and ifI fhould be 
“« forced to beat thy old rafcally limbs to 
“« atoms, and to draw thy black blood from 
“‘ thy diabolical heart by fingle drops, I 
« would make thee confefs: But,’’ added he 
in a more gentle accent, “ thou art not with- 
“‘ in the reach of my power, and it is well 
« that itis fo. Volkert, here is my hand, I 
‘© forgive thee. Thou not only deferveft my 
« forgivenefs, but alfo my fincere gratitude, 
“« becaufe thou haft given me a wholefome 
«© leffon, hatt —-* me, that every body, 
« though 
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« ‘though ever fo wife, may be deceived; 
«© and I think I have not paid too dear for it.” 


Volkert wanted to {peak, but he could not, 
being overcome by a fudden emotion, and 


hid his face with his hands. 


‘Well, Volkert,’’ refumed the Auttrian, 
‘¢ I fee thou art not quite fo bad as I thought, 
«¢ I will not compel thee to a confeffion, 
‘¢ though I am wifhing moft ardently to have 
‘© my doubts cleared up, and truft that thou 
‘© wouldft tell me more than I want to know. 
‘¢ T will not diftrefs thee any longer by my 
“ prefence; Iam going to leave this houfe 
*¢ and this town for ever.”’ : 


SES Gentlemen,” added he, addreffing us, 
"-“ I have deceived you, by fupporting the 
€ reality of things which have been nothing 
but illufion; fork this moment I have for- 
 feited your good opinion, and the: honor 
‘¢ of being admitted any longer toa circle 


“ where I have been refpected. ‘You may 
“ call 
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“© call my refolution pride, caprice, or what 
“c ever you pleats. ‘I cannot'rEmain here any 
“ tonger, and I aim; determined to depart this 
‘s cia farewell, live happy.” 


Having addreffed us in fa unexpected a 
manner, he hurried out of the room, taking 
no particular leave of me. Symipathizing 
with his feelings, I thought it proper not 
to pay him a parting’ vifit, becaufe I knew 
it would recall difagreeable recollections, and 
give him pains so , a 

A parting took which he -gave mie, when 
he was leaving the room, told me more than 
words could have done. Mine eyes were ba» 
thed in tears. I have feen him no more, and 
fhall never forget that unhappy night which 
has robbed me of fuch a valuable friend, ane 
— me of the darling of - foul. a 


When the Auftrian and the oidanlel had 
left_us, the Necromancer was likewife going 
to leave the. room: His appearance was ful- 


NECROMANCER, of 
Jen and gloomy, his looks caft down: My 
friends were alfo ftirring and ftopped him; 
forming a circle round him. 


| “Fhe landlord ‘was ftill i in a maze of filent 
wonder, not knowing what to think: of what 
had Happened. 1 was dejected and melan- 
tholy; andhad banithed from * my foul every 
idea of vengeance ; my companions, Howeyér, 
feemed not inelined to let him get off fo 
cheaply, and infifted on his explaining how 
he had contrived to cheat us; but the inn- 
| keeper interfered, imploring them not to ruin 
hint entirely, by a in’ his houle, 


< ~~ ‘. “is neers 


~. Lieutenant N— renee at laft to cive 
him. up to the civil power, if he would not 
confefs, which I at firft likewife had deter- 
mined todo, how he had deceived us; how- 
éver, -his ftubbornek could not be ror aad 
ne reniained: as filent'as the grave.’ a 


a ae ae he 


Seeing that every farther means to break 
his obftinacy would prove fruitlefs; I inter= 
ar fered, 


Y 
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fered, advifing my fellow adventurers to let 
him depart in peace. 


_ © Upon the whole,” added I, ‘it matters - 
© not how we have been deceived, our friend, 
‘¢ the Auftrian has fet us an example, how 
«* one ought to behave on fuch an occafion : 
«« Let us, like him, forgive the wretch, he is 
‘© below our refentment.”’ 


Thefe words produced the defired effect 
on the minds of my fellow adventurers, who 
were ftung with fhame and remorfé, but 
none of them more than Lieutenant N—: 
He bluthed at his idle fears and his credulity, 
leaving the room abruptly, accompanied by 
his friends and the landlord. . 


Being now left alone with the Necroman- 
cer, I flattered myfelf to fucceed better than 
my companions, and to get informed of what 
I fo eagerly wanted to know; but I was mif- 
taken, his ftubborn referve baffled all my fo- 
licitations. | 

“* Farewell, 
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‘¢ Farewell, Lieutenant,”’ faid he, as he was 
going to leave the room, “I did not know 
_ you at firft, and Iam rejoiced that you have 
_ © efcaped your doom: I do-not deferve your 
« noble generous treatment: Farewell, and 
“© remember fometimes Volkert the Necro- 
“ mancer: If you could fee my heart, you 
« rather would pity than defpife me; I may 
- © perhaps one time find an opportunity of 
‘© being ferviceable to you, and of proving 
‘¢ my gratitude by deeds.” 


I went down ftairs with him, and having 
feen him to the door he fqueezed my hand 
and hurried away. I left the fatal houfe ina 
ftrange fituation of mind, and it ftruck one 
o’clock when I came home. I went to bed, 
_ but not to reft, my fancy being haunted by 
gloomy ideas, which kept fleep and repofe at 
a diftance. Early in the morning my fellow 
adventurers came to fee me, requefting me 


to unfold the myfteries of the preceding 
night, — 


«We 
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their fpokefman, “ we know that you are, of 
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« We know,” began Lieutenant N—, 


at leaft have been, very intimate with the 
Auftrian, and you will, of courfe, be able to 
inform us, how your friend came to be ac- 
quainted with the cheats oftheNecromancer. 


Wehave reafon to think thathe wouldhave 


acted with more circumfpection, if he had 
known that the Necromancer was no other 
perfon than Volkert, his former intimate 
favorite: We hope you will be fo kind 10 
clear up the matter: The Auftrian’s firm- 
nefs of mind, his folid character, and his 
unfhaken belief in the poffibility of appa~ 


“ritions, give us ftrong reafons to think that 
‘ he cannot have acted thus without mature 
deliberation.” 


_ Being but ill-difpofed to enter into a cir- 
cum@antial narrative, and not at all inclined 


to inform the intruding gentlemen of our ad- 


Ventures at the Haunted Caftle, I called one 
of my corporals, who had been on the watch 
in the fatal inn the preceding night. - ‘ This 


é¢ man,’’ 
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e man,” faid I, “will tell you more of the 
«« matter than I know, having watched every 
« motion of the Necromancer, and difco- 
« vered all his fecret machinations.” 


The old veteran was very willing to fatisfy 
their curiofity, and kegana prolix narration of. 
every proceeding in the lower apartment of 
the inn. The inn-keeper was, as he related,. 
deceived like ourfelves, but his fervants had 
acted in concert with Volkert, and enabled 
him by their affiftance, to impofe upon us. 


| 

~ Not being difpofed to liften to his tale, I. 
did riot mind what he related, but my. vifitors, 
mote attentive than myfelf, appeared at. leaft 
to be fully fatisfied and left me, after a pro- 
- fafion of thanks for having freed them oftheir _ 
doubts and errors. 


The an from my venerable friend 
had fpread a melancholy gloom over my 
mind, which nothing could difpel: His con- _ 
verfatioris had been fo inftruéting, his princi- 
VOL, II. C ples 
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ples fo noble, his heart fo fenfible and goof, 
that I fhould have been unworthy of his 
friendfhip if I had not feverely felt his lofs: 
Wherever I went, the image of the darling 
of my heart was hovering before me, and I 
was haunted every where by the diftreffing 
painful thought that I fhould fee him no more. 
‘ His wife counfels, his fage inftruétions, {till 
vibrated in my ear, and nature had loft all her 
charms, fince I could no more admire the 
greatnefs of her Creator, wandering by his 
fide, and hear him enlarge on the praifes of 
him who fhowers down his bleffings on man, 
and on the worm that is.creeping beneath our 
feet; how my heart was thrilled with unutter- 
able blifS, when he was pointing out to me. 
-fhe wifdomand power of God, who is as great 
in the meaneft reptile, asin the ftructure of 
the majeftic king of day; how my bofom 
panted with rapture, when, in the evening of 
a toilfome day, I could reft on his heart, and 
liftening to the effufions of his noble mind, . 
could fympathize with him in his virtuous 
feelings. 
The | 
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“The third day after his departure, I could 
no longer ftay in a place where every object 
reminded me of fo many hours of blifs, and 
of the man, whofe friendthip had made me fo 
truly happy; I bade my fervant pack my 
trunks, ordered my corporals to keep them- 
felves ready, and left F— after a few days; 
however I cannot deny that I left with re- 
greta town where I had found, and, alas! loft 
{9 foon, fo valuable a treafure. 


My journey afforded me but little amufe- 
ment, being not able to wean my gloomy 
mind from the painful recolleétion of the time 
paft, the image of my friend rufhing ever and 
anon on my foul, and I could not refift the 
ardent defire of being re-united to him: In 
‘vain did I confider the bad confequences a 
longer connexion with him perhaps would 
have produced; in vain did I ftruggle te 
convince myfelf, that the gloominefs of his 
mind would have, fooner or later, infeéted 
the peace of my heart, and poifoned my tran- 


guillity, though he had been ever fo brave 
C 2. anu 
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and godd. I could not but be fenfible how 
beneficial this. fudden feparation would prove 
to me, and that I certainly fhould have been 
infected with very dangerous opinions, if the 
Auttrian’s pride had not been wounded fo 
deeply by tlte deteétion of Volkert’s frauds, 
and if he had not been prompted thus to con- 
fefs that he had been deceived. 


The high opinion I entertained of his rec- 
titude, the fuperiority of his underftanding, 
and his infahbility, would, without doubt, have 
converted me entirely to his behef in fuper- 
natural apparitions, and that certain people 
had the power to effect phenomenons of that - 
kind, a do¢trine which expofes us to the art- . 
ful wiles of every cunning cheat, darkens our 


cunderftanding, ftains our reafon with fuper- 


ftition, and poifons our happinefs: He was, 
neverthelefs, ftilldear to. my heart, and the 
idol of my foul, and even now I would wil- 
lingly facrifice any thing if I could be united 
again to that extraordinary man, who, by his 
reverend appearance, his exemplary manners, 

| his 
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his equanimity, and his firmnefs of mind, 
won the hearts of the virtuous and the wicked 
without intending it. 


But let us return to the continuation of my 
adventures. 


I fat in the ftage mufing on what was paft, 

_ revolving in my mind the {trange events of 
‘the Haunted Caftle, and the Inn, and exa- 
mining minutely all the particulars, but I grew 
-nmot abit wifer: That Volkert was an im- 
poftor could not be doubted, but how he had 
managed his artful cheats and what his views 
had been in deceiving us, I could not ua- 
ravel ina fatisfattory manner; I examined 
. fingly all his tranfactions I knew, pondered 
with the greateft accuracy what the Auftrian 
_ had related of his earlier exploits, but I. was 
- not able -to difpel the impenetrable darknefs 
which I. was bewildered in. 


The final refult of my meditations was, that 
every body, though ever fo circumfpect and 
C 3 wile 
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wife, would, like my worthy friend, have 
been deceived by his intricate machina- 
‘tions, and tempted to adopt the opinion that _ 
enlightened officer had once defended fo. 
ftoutly. 


I was almoft angry with myfelf for having: . 
let flip the opportunity of forcing that dan-. 
gerous man to a confeffion of his dark and 
‘diabolical tranfereffions. Itis true, I my- 
felf knew him as an hardened impoftor, but 
could he not drag into the gulph of per- 
dition many of my fellow creatures, who, like 
myfelf, would fall an eafy victim to his de- ~ 
-_ceitful hypocrify ? 


_ This thought overwhelmed me with a load 
of uneafinefs, and I reproached myfelf feverely _ 
for having imitated the over generous exam- 
ple ef the Auftrian, and fuffered the accom- 
plithed villain to decamp, without punifh- 
ment. I had, indeed, reafon to apprehend 
that the magiftrate of F— would not have 


_ regarded much the information of a recruiting. 
| : officer. 
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officer, againft a citizen, and that the inn- 
keeper would have been induced, by fear or 
bribe, to contradict our denounciation; ne- 
verthelefs, I fhould have* had the fatisfa¢tion 
of having performed my duty, and cautioned 
the inhabitants of F— againft that dangerous 
Villain, 


Tormented with this and fimilar thoughts 
_ did I finith my firft day’s journey, ftruggling 
in vain to recover my wonted cheerfulnefs, 
my mind being then too much occupied by 
gloominefs, and an entire ftranger to joyful 
feelings. My travelling companions prefered 
fleep. to an amufing converfation, and I with- 
ed ardently for my corporals to chat with 
them, and thus to chafe away the cheerlefs 
thoughts crowding upon my mind; but I had: 
moft unfortunately ordered them, along with 
my, fervant, to meet me at N—, by. a differ- 
ent ‘route. 


Not being able to get. a wink of fleep all 
night long, I was haunted without reft, by 
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the ¢loomy offsprings of my fancy, diftreffed 
by the appearing flownefs of time, and en- 
tirely cut off from every comfort by the fnor- 
ing difpofition of my fellow travellers, which 
made me refolve to leave the ftage nexe 
morning, and to continue my journey on 
horfeback. I left, therefore, my cheerlefs 
and fullen companions, with the -firft dawn 
of day, bought a horfe in the firft village 
where we ftopped, and trotted brifkly on- 
ward. 


I was not in the leaft acquainted with the 
roads in thofe parts, a circumftance which 
ought to have come fooner in my mind: [I 
was obliged to ride back feveral times, and 
when it began to grow dark, found myfelf 
bewildered in a dreary foreft, without know-- 
ing which way toturn. My jaded horfe be- 
ing hardly able to ftir, I alighted, leading the 
poor beat by the bridle, in order to advance 
with more expedition, 


Is 
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It was now fo dark that I_could hardly 
diftinguifh the objects before my eyes, when 
a fudden rufthng in the thicket made me 
ftart: I liftened, but all was filent again, and 
I purfued my way without any apprehenfion, 
thinking it might have been a deer; but I 
was not gone far when I heard the ruftliag 
again much louder than at firft, and clofe by 
me: I now beheld, on-a fudden, a man with 
a fack on his back, and a ftaff in his hand, 
coming out of the thicket, within the fhort 
diftance of two or three paces. ‘This unex- 
pected fight gladdened my ‘heart, flattering 
me with the fweet hope of getting a friendly 
conduétor out of that dreary wildernefs, who 
would direct my weary fteps to a placé of 
pele eet os Sa Nk Ae 5 = 
*¢ Whither art thou going, - friend a 
exchimed I. e 


ar a 


«To the ml,” “anfvtred he, groaning 
under his burthen. 
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“*Ts the mill far from hence?”’ faid I... 


ce No- farther than half a league,’’ he re- 
plied. 


May I find a fhelter there for myfelf and 
horfe ?” : 


“No,” replied he.. 
“Why not?” atked I. 


« Becaufe,” replied he, ‘the miller does 
not admit ftrangers.” 


ae am forry for it; but is there no. houfe 
hereabouts where one could get a night Ss 
lodging?” 


: ““O yes,” anfwered he “not far from 
hence, if you turn to the right lives a wood- 


cutter, who lodges trayellers.”” 


ss But | 
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- & But do you think I hall be fate there ?:* 
adked I. | 


« What. do you-mean-by.that?” faid he.- 


Don’t. you: know,.good' friend,” replied 
I,. “that this part of the country- is the con- 
fant haunt of robbers ??”” 


« Would to God I could ftay. this. night 
with good Mafter.. Max, I would not be un- 
eafy on that. fcore; but I muft go on, and 
alas my burthen is heavy.” 


« if my. poor healt was. not fo jaded, . and 
fo much tired, I would be glad to lend it-you,:’ 
faid I,. 3 | 


© Thank ' you, Matter,’ ”’ returned:he, “I 
am ‘ufed :to. hardfhips, and. have. laid in a 
good ftock of re | 


Difcourfing: thus we went flowly. on: toge- 


ther, till we came.to a foot-path, where the 
. 6 wanderer 
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wanderer {topped to diteét me to the wood 
cutter’s cottage: “* You cannot mifs your 
way,” faidhe; ‘if you purfue a ay 7 | 
will foon fee a light.” 


 Y hefitated a little while, whether I fhould 
follow the advife of the honeft man, or not, 
but the increafing darknefs, and a rifing tems 
‘peft, which fhook the oaks around, fixed foon 
my wavering refolution, and I purfued ‘the 
path, bidding the honeft- wanderer ‘good 


night. 


- JT foon found myfelf on an unbeaten foot- 
way, obftructed by brambles and under- 
wood ;. my poot horfe threatened every mon 
ment to fink down, and I could not. refift 
the apprehenfion of having been fent ona 

fhol’s errant by the unknown map, and mif- 
led into an unfrequented lIonefome ‘part of 
the foreft. This made mé look about with 
more cirgumfpecttion, ’till I had afcended a 
rifing ground with great difficulty, my borfe 
fell ffequently on his knees, and. it. would 
‘ have 
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have been impoffible ta proceed a mile far- 
ther ; you may therefure eafily think how re- 
joiced I was when the glimmering of a light 
apparently at a {mall diftamce, bade me —— 
a fpeedy end of my diftrefs. 


Quickening my fteps1foon pergeived a 
{mall cottage, the owner of which made his 
appearance as foon asI had knocked at his 
humble door, hailed me with a hearty wells 
come, and bade me, with much good nature, 


enter his hofpitible ‘abode. 


_.Not expe@ing much auieam I was 
ftruck with wonder when he thewed me inte 
a neat httle room, not in the leat aorrefponds 
ing with the poor appearanse -of his huts 
I had expectest ta be introdured to the refi- 
dence of poverty, and. fouad an: habitation 
that bore evident marks of profperity, and 
feemed rather to be the abode of gentleman 
_ than that ef!a poer wood-cutter. ~ 


Mr 
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Mr. Max, this he told-me was his name 
Mr. Max took no notice of my aftonifh- 
mient, but prepared, with much alacrity, to 
provide me and my weary horfe with. a 
and drink. - . & 


While hes was bufy:to prove’ his hofpitality 
I had full leifure to fatisfy my curiofity, and 
to take a view of the objects: around’ me, 
affifted. by. the faint glimmering of a lamp: 


The firft object that ftrack my fancy was 
an enormous fword, hanging by his bed-fide, 
which, asI thought at firft, was rather. an 
improper furniture for a-wood-cutter’s dwell+ 
ing; but I foon made myfelf eafy.. when: I 
recollected, that:he, living in-an unfrequented 
part of.the foreft, might. want fometimes an 
inftrument of that kind to. defend. himfelf 
_ againft unwelcome vifitors, but. my appre- 
henfion. returned when I beheld a:brace. of 
piftols hanging on. the wall, which. I found 
were charged with balls, 
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I went farther. in: my fearch, and faw a’ 
great number of guns, piftols, and fwords, in 
arecefs clofe. by the fire fide; I was chilled 
with terror, and juft as I had taken-the lamp 
in my hand to have- a. clofer’ view at this 
alarming furniture, Mr: Max: entered the 
room, witha large plate of greens, a piece. 
of ham, and a bottle. of wine. | 


“Well,” exclaimed He merrily, as he en> 
tered: the room, “there, I have brought you 
““ fomething to filence your grumbling fto-. 
* mach with, fit dawn, good Sir, and take: 

up with my frugal fare.” 


Alas! my appetite was gone, but he fetch- 
ed-knives and forks, and a large loaf of bread, . 
and began. to. eat.with. great avidity, taking 
at firft no notice of my backwardnef$ to fol- 
low his example ; perceiving at length that I. 
did not eat, he exclaimed;. “ Well, Sir, why 
** don’t you eat? I think one muft be hun- 
“ gry, if one has travelled far and miffed 


“© one’s way.” 
| His 
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His joviality revived a little my fpirits, 
but his country-like fimplicity, and his feem- 
ing honefty appeared to me very little cor: 
refponding with the great number of fire 
arms and {words which I had feen, yet I join- 
ed him at laft in eating and drinking. 


When fupper was over I could no longer 
fupprefs my curiofity, and afked him why 
he kept fo many guns and ic in his 
houfe.. 


“What,” replied he rather angry, ‘what 
“< isthis to you? I get fometimes vifitors 
< for whom I muft keep them.” 


“< But why,” refumed J, <* fo great a nums 
** beras I have feen in Eaeees - the = 
“ fide?” — 3 


_ © Thefe are fine doings, ’ faid he iain 
** who baue you te fearch my room?. Is 
«< this becoming a gueft?” . : 


R 
iy : aft 
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_I_ arofe and afked him how much I had to. 
pay for my fupper? He fell a laughing, and 
exclaimed, with marks of a{tonifhment, 


“You don’t intend to departs in this diate 
- and tempeftuous night? Don’t you hear 
** how the tempelit roars, and how the rain 
‘* beats againit the windows? I hope you 
*€ don’t think you will be fhot or ftabbed 
“* becaufe there are fo many fire-arms and 
.« fwardsin that recefs? No, no, good friend, 
«¢ you need not be afraid, all thefe things ane 
“© not mine, they belong to fportimen who 
. © have laid them up here, that they may 
‘© have them when they are a hunting in this 
“* part of the foreft; perhaps you may fee 
“© them yourfelf to-morrow morning; the 
‘© fword by my bed-fide I bought fome years 
= 6° pon an Auftrian deferter.” 


Though 1 7 was not. inclined to i Gr the 
fportimen, I did not know whither I fhould 
go with my jaded horfe in that darsk tem- 


peftuous night, and dreaded to ran the ~ 
OT | 
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of efcaping from.an imaginary danger, only 
to fly in the face’ of a real one, which; at laft, 
determined me to ftay. I begged Mr. Max 
to fhew me the place where I was to fleep, 
intending to charge my piftols with balls be-- 
fore I fhould go to bed in cafe of accident. 


My hoft opened a fide door leading: to’ a 
{mall chamber, where a bed.was. 


“Here,” faid' le, “you'may fleep ’tillit. 
‘* is broad day, and reft your weary limbs at. 
«your eafe; I° keep this chamber on pur- 
“" pofé for travellers; take this lamp, I. will. 
“ fetch it when you fhall-be afleep.’’ | 


So faying, lie left me,. fhutting the- door: 
after him. 

Takine a nearer view of my bed cham-- 
Ber, I obferved’ that it had no windows, and,. 
in order to be prepared for the worft,. I 
charged my piftols, which I had put in my 
pockets: before I had- entered the cottage :— 
3 This. 
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‘This done, I confidered whether I fhould go 
to bed, and thus.deceive my hoft, which, on 
mature deliberation,.I thought would be the 
beft. | 


With that intention I took my~lamp to 
fee whether the bed was faftened, left I might 
fink down with it into the cellar. Though 
this apprehenfion was groundlefs, I made ano- 
ther difcovery which thrilled my foul with 
horror: Perceiving traces. of blood on the 
pillow, I was.feized with a fudden terror, my 
hands trembled violently, the lamp fell on 
the floor, and I was in the dark. 


As foon as I had recovered a little from my 
fnght, I fearched for my’ piftols, groping 

* bout a good while before-I could find them. 
in the dark, My: fear abated a little when. 
I fourid them.at laft, after a long and fruitlefs 
fearch, and: I: fat myfelf down on a little ftool 
by the bed-fide, liftening whether any body 
was coming. All was quiet at firft, but after 
-a.quarter ofan hour I heard fomebody enter- 


ins 
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ing the adjacent room, and approaching the ~ 


door of my chamber, wh.ch was geni.y o- 
pened, and the. voice of my hoft called, ‘Care 
you afleep?” I uttered not a word, and after 
a fhort paufe the fame voice refounded once 
more, “ Have you extineuifhed the lamp:”’ 
I “— gave no aniwer and the hoft retired. 


All was buted again in profound ieee 
but it lafted not long, my ears being fuddenly 
affailed by the found of many voices, the 
tinkling of fpurs, and a humming noife, as 1f 
a number of people were difcourfing ; I could 
underftand nothing, the difcourfe being hekd 


in fo low an accent, that I was unable to 


- diftinguith the found oftheir words. At once _ 


‘J faw, through the crevices in the door, fome- 


body ftriking a light, which gave me fome > 


comfort. ‘Lhe difcourfe was full carried on 
in that fecret myiterious manner: At laft ic 
feemed as if the company were fitting down, 
and I could now better diftinguifh the differ- 
ent founds. The voices of thofe that. {poke 
were 


the’ 


iter 
nee 
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were rough, and the words feemed to belong 
to a foreign language. 


I fat near an hour on my ftool, like a poor 
culprit who awaits his doom, but was deter- 
mined to defend myfelf to the laft drop of 


' blood: I intended feveral times to rufh into 


the room, and to force my efcape through the 
company with cocked piftols, but fometiiing 
within my breaft admonifhed me to ftay 
where I was, and paticntly to wait ’till they 
fhould think it proper to pay me a vilit. 


My fituation was exceeding painful, and at 
the leaft noife which feemed to approaen my 
chamber I ftarted up, putting myfelf in a 
pofture of defence. My fears not having 


been realized as yet, my apprelenfions began. 


to vanilh a little, and I thought Mr. Max 


might be an honeft man, and his company, 
the {portfmen he had been fpeaking of, al- 


though their language feemed ‘to contradict 
that opinion: Hope foothed my terrors for 
fome time, "till at feta ch I recollected the 

traces 


4 
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traces of blood I had feen on the piflow, 
which recalled all my eee with re~ 
doubled anxiety. 


Sleep, whom ’till now I had carefully kept 
ata diftance, began, by degrees, to fteal upon 
me, and fhut at laft with his leaden wand my 
heavy eyes: But I was fcarce fallen afleep, 
when one of my piftols dropped on the floor, 
and went off. I ftarted up, feized by the 
chilly fangs of terror, andin the fame mo- 
ment the other piftol flipped out of my — 
hand. I had {fcarcely picked it up when the 
dour fuddenly flew open, and three fellows 
of a gigantic fize entered my room with 
naked fwords. Sleep, the report of my pif- 
tol, and the fudden appearance of thofe ter- 
rible men, had ftunned me fo much, that I, 
without knowing what I was doing, difcharged 
my piftol, at which one of the villains drop- 
ped on the floor with a roaring yelp. A 
numerous crew, armed with guns, cutlaffes, 
and daggers, rufhed like lightning into 
my chamber, and, before I céwld unfheath 

| . ~ 
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my fword, I felt myfelf in their clutches, be- 


reft ofall power of felf defence. 


A tremendous voice roared like thunder 
froma the adjoining room, “ Hither with the 


rafcal.”’ 


Before I could recover my recollection I 
felt myfelf dragged out of my chamber, and 
beheld in an inftant a-man of the moft terri- 
ble forbiding afpect, who, with a rough thun- 
dering voice, menacing looks, ‘and fparkling. 
eyes, afked me if I could not have patiently 
awaited my doom. | 


“Tie the daring wretch,” added he ina 
rage, ‘* and throw him into the. cellar, until 
“ fentence fhall be pronounced againft 
** him.” His commands were obeyed, and 


" Mr. Max himfelf affifted ; I was feized with 


a defpairing ftupor, and uttered not a word; 
I was fhut up in a damp cellar ; how long I 
remained in my dungeon I cannot tell, ha- 


ying ~ 
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ving been in a fituation which fufpended all 
my powers of reflection. 


~ After along igterval of the moft defpond- 
ing agony, I was at length dragged forth 
and brought before the tribunal of that ter- 
rible looking man. The villain whom I had 
wounded was ftretched on the bed, his head 
tied up, and his affociates ftanding round 
him, bemoaning his haplefs fate, and amoneft 
them a venerable old man, whqm I at firft 
had not obferved. 

Now the grim judge began to fpeak, and 
the whole affembly to dart furious and blood 
thirfty looks at me: The old man likewife 
turned his face towards me, and it cannot be 
expreffed by words what my fenfations were 
when I difcerned the features of Volkert : 
A poor culprit cannot feel greater joy, when, 
under the hageman’s mercilefs fangs, his 
guardian-angel appears to fave him from his 
impending doom. I did-indeed not know 
whether he could fave me or not, however 

the 
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the fweet foothing voice of hope filenced all 
my apprehenfions; I had faved him once 
from ignominy, and perhaps from death itfelf, 
he had promifed me to prove his gratitude, 
how could I therefore doubt that he would 
fave me from deftruction. ‘“* Volkert!’’ ex- 
claimed J, in a fupplicating accent, “ Vol- 
s¢ kert!” The terrible man ftaggered back, 
ftaring by turns at me and himt . 


¢ Volkert!’ exclaimed I, again lifting up — 
my fettered hands ; he knew me, and without 
the leaft delay took a knife out of his poc- 
ket, and cut afunder the cords my hands had 
been tied with. The whole frightful affembly 
was fixed to the ground, feized with wonder 
and aftonifhment. 


‘Thou haft faved me,” began my guar- 
dian angel now, in a folemn awful accent, 
** thou haft given me liberty, take back thy 
** gift, and life into the bargain.” 


" VOL, II, - D «< Friends,” 
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«« Friends,” faid he, addrefling the gaping 
crew, ‘‘ Friends, he is the preferver of my 
“ honor and my liberty, what may he ex- 


c¢ pect a 


‘© Pardon, pardon,” was the unanimous cry, 
*¢ pardon, pardon, he fhall live.” 


«Bravo, my boys,” ae now their formi- 
dable Captain, who was fitting in judgment 
upon me, ‘‘ bravo, my honeft lads, you are 

“© noble fellows: Farewell, Andrew,” added 
he, ,addreffing his dying companion, “ Fare- 
«¢ well, Andrew, thou art avenged, art doubly 
«< avenged by the generofity of thy compa~ 
« nions!” ; 

At the fame inftant the whole crew hur- 
ried out of the room, leaving me alone with 
Volkert. “ Farewell, Lieutenant,” faid he, 
fhaking me by the hand, “ you have wifely 
“¢ atted, in leaving F, like the Auftrian, I 
« fhall never return to that town: If any 
“« fimuar finifter accident fhould happen to 

| * you, 
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*« you, need but pronounce my name and 


~ “© you will be fafe.” 


I was going to embrace, and to affure him 
of my warmeft gratitude, but he tore him-— 
felf from my arms, and haften-d to join his 
affociates. Soon after I heard a confufed 
noife before the door of the cottage, and, ere 
long, the whole band rode away in full fpeed. 

. Now I was furrounded by midnight ftillnedfs, 
interrupted only by the groans of the dying 
robber. Maxdid not dare to enter the room 
while I was there. Fe 
I was no longer able to remain in the 
houfe, the roaring of the tempeft was hufhed — 
in filence, and the dawn of morn peeping 
through the windows; I found my horfe 
fleeping in a corner behind the cottage, got 
on his back, and rode away in a flow pace. 


. ‘The morning fun rofe in all his dazzling © 
{plendor, and ftill I was bewildered between 


trees and bubthes, ftraying about two tedious 
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hours without being able to find an outlet, 
*oll at length I was fo fortunate to meet a 
countryman, who, for a {mall reward, dire¢t- 
ed me to the road leading to N—. 


Warned by my dangerous adventure, I 
now inquired at every village for the route I 
was to take, and thus reached at laft the 
place of my deftination without having met 
with any farther misfortune. Before I ar- 
rived at N—, an incident happened, which 
being connected with my adventure at the 
Haunted Caftle, I cannot omit mentioning. 


Coming to a village about three miles dif- 


tant from N—, a great noife ftruck my ears, 


proceeding, as I foon could diftinguifh, from 
a great number of recruits, caroufing and 
finging atthe inn. I aliguted and entered 
the refidence of merriment and intoxication, 
in order to inform myfelf who the com- 
‘manding officer was, in hopes to meet with 
an old acquaintance, but I was difappointed. 
Two ferjeants, entirely unknown to me, con 


duéted 


NECROMANCER. 53 
ducted the tranfport, and, inquiring after 
their officer’s name, I found that he was an 
utter ftranger to me. 


Having furveyed the recruits, I was going 
to leave the room, when my eyes by acci- 
dent fell on a man, ftanding ina mufing at- 
titude by the fire-fide, his looks fixed on the 
floor. Thinking to recollect his features I 
advanced nearer to him, he ftarted up from 
his reverie, and, feeing me ftanding before 
him, ftaggered back with evident marks of 
aftonifhment ; however, his terror foon gave 
way to rapturousjoy; he ran towards me, 
caught me by the hand, and exclaimed, 
fiufhed with pleafure, 


Dear, dear Lieutenant, is it you? God 
*¢ be praifed that you are ftill alive! God be 
*€ praifed that I have once more the, happi- 
** nefs of feeing. my. kind old, matter !” 
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_ His voice, his accent, and his tranfport, 
gave me no room: to doubt that he was my 
late fervant, whom I had loft in the Caftle.’’ 


The honeft fellow could find no words to 
exprefs his joy, at my not having been fa- 
mifhed with my companions in the cellar, 
as it had been the intention of the robbers : 
He expreffed: his joy in fo noify a manner, 
that we were foon furrounded by the re- 
cruits. I begged the ferjeantsto indulge me 
with a private converfation with my honeit 
fervant, which they granted me with great 
politenefs: I called for the hoft, requefting 
him to let us have a room to ourfelves, that 
we might ‘converfe without being interrupt- 
ed by the curiofity of his noify guefts. 


As foon as we were in private, I requefted 
‘John to give me a brief account of what 
had happened to him after we had left him 
fnoring inthe great hall of the Caftle ; he was 
very willing to fatisfy my curiofity, and re- 
lated’ as follows: 

I 
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I was roufed from my fleep by a violent ~ 
fhaking, and, recovering from my drowfi- 
nefs, faw myfelf feized by two ill-looking 
fellows, who were employed to drag me for- 
cibly away. Fear and terr$r bereft me at 


_ firft of all power of utterance and refiftance. 


I attempted feveral times to cry, but I could 
not pronounce a fingle word,,and, as much 
as I could obferve through the midnight dark- 
nefs, faw myfelf carried down the {piral ftair- 
cafe, over the court-yard: When we were 
arrived at the gate, I was tied upon a horfe, 
and furrounded by a numerous crew, wha 
took me between them and rode away in full 
fpeed. My feet being tied together under 
the horfe’s belly, ic was out of my power to ~ 
ftir, which rendered my fituation eaSces 
painful. | 


The dawn of morn appeared, but not a 


fingle ray of hope cheered my defponding 
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foul, being in the power of thofe mercilefs 
rufhans, who were {till fweeping the field 
with all poffible expedition, not caring for the 
excruciating pains I fuffered, and forcing my 
horfe to leap over hedges and ditches. 


The fwiftnefs of the race and my uncom- 
fortable fituation, deprived me, at length, of 
all power of recollection, and threw me into 
a kind of ftupefaction which prevented me 
from obferving how long our journey had 
lafted. I was feized witha fainting fit, and 
when my recollection returned, obferved that 
_ I was fhut up in a fubterraneous dungeon, an 
old hag, was rubbing me with onions,and, when 
I recovered from the ftate of ftupefaction, 
occafioned by the cruelty of my leaders :— 
She fetched a bottle of brandy, admonifhing 
me, in a rough uncouth dialect, to drink 
plenty of it, which I declined, requefting her 
to rub my lacerated limbs with it. 


Having performed my requeft with great 
— fhe left me, and I had full leifure to 
contemplate 
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contemplate the horrors of my d:eary abode, 
the walls of which were blackened ty the 
hand of time, and overgrown with mofs; 
- muddy ftraw fpread on the damp ground 
ferved me for a couch, and the faint glim- 
mering of a lamp heightened the horrors 
of my dungeon; the thick corrupted air 
“made it difficult to fetch breath, to which 
were added moft excruciating pains, not in 
the leaft alleviated by the ufe of brandy, but 
rather increafed on account of the fores my 
poor frame was covered with; only the agony 
of my tortured mind furpaffed the futferings 
of my body; futurity ftared me grifly in the 
face, and the confcioufnefs of being in the 
power of a fet of villains, who would either 
facrifice my life, to their thirft of blood, or 
force me, by threats and exquifite torments, 
to commit deeds of the moft attrocious na- 
ture, filled my mind with dreadful apprehen- 
fions. 


I remained two days ina ftate of unfpeak- 
able ne: ;. although my bodily pains 
Ds_ had 
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had abated, and I could move my limbs with 
more eafe, yet the fear of futurity had weak- 
ened me fo much, that I could not ftir from 
my miferable couch; my mifery..was aug- 
‘mented by the troublefome officioufnefs of 
the old hag, who every inftant came to tor- 
--ment me: One time fhe wanted to apply: to 
my fores poultices of roafted flour, and at 
another fhe would make me fwallow a fpoon- 
ful of difgufting naufeous drops; now fhe 
would force down my throat a foup of a moft 
uninviting appearance, and a few minutes 
after fhe brought ftraw, which was half rot- 
ten, to place it under my head; in fhort, fhe 
tormented me fo much by plying me with 
her unwelcome officioufnefs and kindnefs, 
that the gloominefs of my mind hourly in- 
creafed, and my little remaining ftrength was 
entirely fpent by my efforts to refift her tor- 
turing care for my health and eafe. 


On the fourth day of my confinement I 
was taken out of my dungeon, and my appre- 
_ henfions were realized, The infernal villains 

, . intending | 
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intending to make me one of their affociates- 
in wickednefs, ordered me to mount a horfe, 
and forced me to follow them in full fpeed 
through fields and forefts, notwithftanding 
the weak ftate of my body. _ My conduttors, 
at firft only three in number, and clad in 
linen frocks, blackened with coal duft, rode 
a head,looking back now and then; their black 
faces and footy hands evidently foreboded 
their dark defign. 


After half an hour’s ride my infernal guides 
ftopped at a lonely public houfe, alighted, 
and: bade me take care of the horfes until 


~ they fhould return. 


I obeyed their ftern command with gloomy 


‘filence, tied the horfes toa tree, and fat my- 


felf down upon: a bench before the houfe. 
The haunts of my difordered fancy made the 
time pafs quickly on, I revolved in my af- 
flicted mind my former occupation, the hap- 
py hours I had fpent in the fervice of a kind. 
indulgent mafter, and the horrors of my pre- 
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fent fituation, the briny drops of forrow and 
affiiction moiftened my _ palid cheeks : — 
« What will become of thee?” faid I to my- 
felf, ““A robber, and perhaps a murderer 
too.” A chilly trembling glided through 
my veins, I ftarted up, and was refolved to 
mount one of the horfes, and make my ef- 
cape, but the want of ftrength reminded me 
foon of the utter impoffibility of the execu- 
tion of my rafh defign. I funk down upon 
the bench, imploring heaven rather to put 
an end to my miferable life, than to fuffer 
me to become an aflociate of thefe hell-born 
fiends. After I had ejaculated this fervent 
prayer, I felt my defpondency abate a little,. 
awaiting with impatience the re- papyceanee 
of my fell conductors. 


A. fhort time after they came, accompa- 
| mied by three more ruffians of a moft fright- 
ful afpeét, who, with the greateft expedition 
fetched their horfes from an adjacent ftable,. 
mounted them without delay, and rode away 


like lightning, my conductors did the fame,. 
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ordered me to follow their example, and gal- 

‘Joped over the fields as faft as their courfers 
could run; coming up with our ill looking 
companions we purfued our journey with all 
poffible fwiftnefs.. 


_ Having by accident mounted the wrong 
horfe, which was the fleeteft of all, I kept 
always a head, and could diftin¢ctly hear every 
word they fpoke, though I could not unders 
ftand a fyllable of their converfation. After 
it had grown dark we alighted again at a 
folitary public houfe, the horfes being once 
more committed to my care, and I awaited 
with patience the end of an adventure that 
boded no good. 


Thad been ftanding in the chilly air of 
night above an hour, mufing on my deplo- 
rable fate, when the inn-keeper broughe me 
a piece of bread and butter, and a mug of 
beer, but I could neither eat nor drink, 
fhaking with cold, 


The 
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The night was dark and the fky overcatt, 
a thick dampifh fog had wetted my cloaths, 
and not one friendly ftar was to be feen in 
the firmament, which was as gloomy as my 
mind. After I had been expofed halfan hour 
loncer to the inclemency of the chilly air, my 
conduttors re-appeared, their number being 
increafed to twelve, and their footy drefs ex- 
changed for green hunting coats; every one 
ef them was armed witha gun, a brace of 
piftols and a cutlafs. 


The feelings which were rufhing on my 


mind at that fight admit of no defcription ; 


the blood froze in my veins, my foul was 


harrowed up in dreadful fufpence, and I . 


mounted my horfe more dead than alive, 
gallopping over the heath with my conduct- 
ors in fenfelefs ftupefaction, like a poor cul- 
prit who is dragged along to be delivered 
to the mercilefs fangs of the grim fiendly- 
looking executioner, “till I at length was. 
roufed from my ftupor by the found of horns 

affailing 
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affailine my ears from afar, and the loud cla- 
morous fhouts of our troop. 


The found of horns drew nearer, and my 
conductors anfwered it by blowing theirs. 
Now I perceived a powerful troop of horfe- 
men fweeping the heath like ‘a hurricane. 
In an inftant I was furrounded by a numerous 
crew on horfeback, and rough difmal voices 
vibrated in my-ear in a confufed manner: 
One of them ftruck fire, a number of torches 
were lighted, and I beheld, with amazement 
and ‘difmay, a large Hoop of terrible beings 
around me. | 


Whitherfoever I turned my eyes I was 
frightened almoft out of my wits by ftern 
threatening looks: They foon perceived the 
workings of my defpending mind, laughed 
at my. ‘fear, and uttered terrible execrations. 
One ofthem who bore a. more: tremendous 
afpect than the reft, came: forth, the neify 
crew was awed in folemn filence, and the ter- 
rible man began to’ addrefs them thus : 
: | ‘You 
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‘You know,’ my brave companions, 
“« that this rafcal here,” (pointing at me) “is 
‘ the fervant of the wretch who has dared 
‘ to watch in our Caftle with armed num- 
‘¢ bers. The daring fcoundrel and his two af- 
‘ fociates are punifhed; famine and thirft 


A 


a! 


“~ 


« have feized their victims with mercilefs 


A 


‘ fangs, tormenting them with excruciating 
‘ pains, with agony and black defpair; on 
¢ our next nocturnal vifit to the. Caftle,. we 
«© fhall fee them lifelefs on the ground. . You 
«© know how the daring fools have been vexed, 
“ teazed and tormented by Father Francis. 
“© It was glorious fun, we have been amufed 
‘ with their foolifh credulity, and are now 
«< amply avenged on thefe bold difturbers 
a of our nocturnal aia ‘“ 


A“ 


a 


«© The villagers are not yet punithed, a 
continued he, “ for having affifted them, but 


“ they fhall not efcape their doom. Our 
“«< future: fafety demands the deftru€tion of — 


«© the village, and its environs ; but, tell me, 
“ what fhall we do with that fellow there? 
cc He 
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ec He is well fed, and feemsnot to be with- 
<¢ out ftrength, my advice is to make him 
 €© our companion.” — ; 


“We will, we will,’ roared the whole 
troop. 


Then their terrible leader refumed, ‘ he 
« mutt give us to night a fpecimen of his 
“* dexterity.” 


<¢ Fle fhall, he fhall,”? was the univerfal 
cry. I trembled like a wretched culprit 
who hears his fentence pronounced, when the 
fpeaker addreffed me thus: | 


«© Fellow! thou haft heard what an ho- 
“* nor we have conferred on thee, we ex- 
© pect that thou wilt be faithful to us, oaths 
‘¢ are as little valued among robbers, as they 
‘© are in hell, and a hand-ftroke will fattsfy 
“© us, give me thy right handas atoken of 
«© unfhaken fidelity.” 
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- "Frembling did I obey his ftern command, 

and he bade me t» take courage, to aban- 
don all fear, and to follow him. The tor- 
ches were ex inzuifhed, the robbers began to 
converfe in an unintelligible accent, the 
horns were founded, the whole troop fet fpurs 
to their horfes, rufhing over the fields like a 
midnight tempeft; *I felt myfelf feized by 
the arm, and my horfe pulled by the bridle 
afterthem. Aftera fhort ride the voice of 
the terrible leader ordered us to halt. 


‘¢ Here,” faid he to me, “is a gun anda 
«< whiftle! The former thou art to. ufe ia 
“ cafe of neceffity, and the latter as foon as 
“‘ a waggon ora coach pafies the road.” 


This faid, he rode away, but methouglit 
I heard another horfeman not far from me. 


* Now I began to confult with myfelf what 
I fhould do, whether I fhould betray the in- 
nocent traveller, or fuffer him to efcape: My 


mind dhrunk back from the horrid idea of ~~ 


becoming 
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becoming acceffiry to the defici “ian of a 
fellow creature, but huw could i avoid it if I 
‘would not myfelf fall a victim to tre cruelty 
of my infernal companions? Lif is tie 
{weeteft gift of heaven, and not eafy to be 
parted with, 


While I was in deli*eration with myfelf, 
what courfe to take, I heard the rattling of a 
coach within a little diftance from me, and 
a violent trembling feized my limbs: The 
coach came nearer and my trembling in- 
creafed. Without knowing what I was 
about, I was going to apply the whiftle to | 
my lips, my hand trembled, a fudden ftupor 
feized me, the whiftle dropped to the ground, 
and the coach paffed by in full fpeed; at 
the fame time I heard fomebody whiftle be-. 
hind me, foon after the report of three guns, 
accompanied With cries and lamentations, 
{truck my ear; a female voice was pray- 
ing for mercy, loud acclamations filled the 
air, and: foon after all was hufhed in profound 


I 
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I was fitting on my horfe in dumb ftupe- 
faction, when, on a judden, I perceived fome-. 
body laying held of the bridle of my fteed, 
and pulling her forcibly after him. After a 
few minutes I faw at a diftance a glimmering 
light fhining through the bufhes; as we. 
_ came nearer to the fpot, I beheld in my 
conduétor the terrible leader of the band, 
and we at length arrived at a place furround- 
ed with bufhes, where the robbers were 
feated rounda fire, dividing the fpoil; they 
all gave a loud fhriek, as if they already 
knew how badly I had acquitted —— of 
my firft tafk. 


‘Let us pronounce fentence againft the 
rafcal!’’ exclaimed my conductor, with a 
thundering voice. 


“ Let us knock his brains out,’’ roared 
one of the robbers. 


> Send him to the dungeon,” exchimed 
- 8 pe COne 


“ The 


1 2 Be, 


op UT le 


~~ ae 7 7 


Te. 


r 


-NECROMANCER. 69 


«The latter we will do,’ refumed the 
Captain, “ Punihment may, perhaps, recall 


him to reaion.” 


Having faid this, he ordered two of the 
gang to carry me tothe place of confinement ; 
they mounted their hbrfes, took me between 
them, and hurried awhy with me at a furious 
rate. We arrived with the firft dawn of day 
at the bottom ofa hill, where I forcibly was 
dragged through the bufhes and thorns fet- 
teréd with-heavy chains, and carried through 


‘a narrow paffage into adark dungeon ; grope- 


ine about I found myfelf furrounded with 
ftraw, the muddy fimell of which left me no 
doubt that it was half rotten. 


Having lingered many hours in that ter- 
rible abode of mifery, without either hearing 
or feeing any body, I at laft was hailed by 
the diftant hollow found of approaching foot- 
{teps, dying away fometimes, and then vi- 
brating again faintly on my ear; at once they 


srew more and more.audible, and the glim- 
mering 
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mering of a light began to ilummate the 
fubterraneous cave. 


Turning round with much difficulty, I per- 
_ ceived that it emerged froma deep grotto 
behind me. The glimmering grew lighter, 
and the found of footfteps drew nearer; at 
length I beheld a figure more frightful than 
the robbers themfelves; the old hideous hag 
adorned with all the graces of hell, afcended. 
with alacrity from the gloomy abyfs, panting 
for breath; and now I had a full view of-the 
‘horrors of my den: The faint rays of my 
lamp were reflected in a grifly manner from 
the lofty walls, hewn into the folid rock, 


and mixed with the midnight darknefs, which 


was hovering beneath the high vaulted ceil- 
ing. My dungeon was ofa fmall circumfe- 
rence, but appeared to be far removed: from 
the furface of the earth; the dreadful abode 
of horror was infeéted by a damp peftilential 
air, through which the light was glimmering 
as if through a bluith fog. 


The 
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The antiquated fcare-crow began to pity 
and to bemoan my miferable doom, exhort- 
ing me to obey more ftrictly the commands 
of my mafters, and, having put a pitcher 
with water, and a piece of bread before me, 
unfettered my hands, admonifhing me to fub- 
mit patiently to my fate, and never to at- 
tempt an efcape, which not only would prove 
abortive, but at the fame time prolong and 
increafe my punifhment. I uttered not a 
fyllable, and fhe left me to mufe in folitude on 
my forlorn and unhappy fituation, 


Three gloomy days of mifery and ‘difmay 
were now elapfed, fince I had been thrown 
into that terrible abode of filence and melan- 


choly, before I faw any body except the old 


witch, by whofe vifits alone I could guefs the 
progrefs of time. No year of my whole life 
has ever appeared to me fo long as thofe 
three days of woe; I ftrove in vain to loofen 


_ the fetters which chained my feet, the lock 


that confined them together baffled all my 
endeavours, and, after many fruitlefs efforts, 
; I 
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I wes obliged to bid a mournful adieu to 
every ray of hope of making my efcape 
from the fangs of my cruel tyrants; black 
defpair hovered over me with footy wings, | 
‘the creedy tooth of grief was gnawing on my 
‘vitals, and the recollection of former times of 
‘eafe and tranquillity ferved ot to heighten 


my muifery. 
The fourth day brought me the vifit of 
the Captain, who entered my dungeon with a * 


lighted torch. 


« thou like this beautiful apartment? Art 
« thou tired of thy fepulchre, or doft thou 
“¢ prefer to be entombed alive for ever to 
«the honor of being one of our brave 
« party? Art thou fenfible of the foolifhnefs 
““ of thy ftubborn difobedience, and may I 
“< expect that thou wilt be more er 


{ 
cc Well rafcal!’’ exclaimed he, ° how doeft | 
“ in future?” | 
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I groaned a lamentable yes, the refult of 
my se(ollition; which I had been driven to by 
defpair and my forlorn fituation. 


Well,” refumed my tyrant, unfaftening 

my chains, ‘I hope thou art fenfible that it 
*¢ is more eligible to be a gentleman of the 
se high road, than to be buried alive, amid 
‘¢ fpiders and toads; I will try once more 
«© whether I can make thee a worthy mem-. 
‘¢ ber of our fociety, rife and follow me!” 


I attempted to get on my legs, but I funk 
down again upon my damp couch; my legs, 
which were become quite ufelefs by the pref= 


fure of the chains, were now pierced with 


moft excruciating pains, and unable to fup- 
portmy miferable carcafe. The robber fee-~ 
ing me ftruggle in vain to obey his com- 
mand, feized me with a powerful arm, and 
drageed me forcibly over the rocky ground. 
I was trailed along the winding paflages of the 
fubterraneous fabric, like a victim to the — 
altar, where it js to receive the finifhing ftroke. 
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I was every now and then forced to crawl 


on my knees through narrow holes, and to_ 


climb. with much difficulty over gaping 
chafms in the rock, “ull at length an iron 
door obftructed our paflage ; my conductor 
opened it, and I beheld a fpacious lofty hall, 
Uluminated- with a great number of torches, 
where forne of thé robbers were feated at ta- 


ble, eating, drinking, and converfing merrily . 


with each other, and fome cleaning guns and 


piftols, and charging them. 


. : They all fpoke kindly to me, inviting me 
to partake of their blithfome meal, and congra- 
.tulating me on the wife refolution I had taken 
to betome a fharer of their fortune. I re- 
lifhed the roafted meat, the turkies and hams 
exceeding well, and fwallowed plentiful 
draughts of moft delicious wine. Though i 
was not remifs to ply brifkly the knife and 
fork and the cheerful goblet, and ftrove to 
do honor to the table; yet the robbers chided 
me every now.and then, _— — with 
my tardinefs, 


es 
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The exhilerating juice of the grape fpread 
mirth and cheerfulnefs around, the fpacious 
cavern re-echoed their jocund fongs, the tale 
of their exploits gave variety to the enter- 
tainment, and it feemed as if the fting of con- 
{cience had entirely loft, with them, its pun- 
gent point. The cloth was at length re- 
moved, the beldam, who had been waiting 
at table, began now likewife to eat, and the 
robbers made themfelves ready to leave their 
fubterraneous haunt. 


*«'To day,” faid the Captain to me, be- 
fore they departed, “thou fhalt ftay at home, 
<¢ but to-morrow thou art to be of our party, | 
*< and thy deportment muft decide whether 


*© wecan enlift thee in our noble company, 
“© or fhall knock thy brains out.”’ 


Then the whole crew fallied forth through — 
the iron door, without giving me time to 
anfwer, and left me alone with the old wo- 
oe who was very affiduous tg amufe me; 

E 2 relating, 


"6 NECROMANCER, 

relating, with much garrulity, many ftories of 
the dear gentlemen, as fhe called the rob- 
bers, and extolling their geneyofity to the 
fkies. | 


Perceiving that I did not relifh her tire- 
fome tales, fhe fetched books, cards, and 
dice, Icaving it to my choice what fort of 
- amufement I fhould fix upon. I preferred 
reading toa tet¢-a-téte with the old witch, 
and endeavoured to difpel the gloom of my 
mind, by perufing an old book of chivalry. 


_ At night my rufty companion wanted me 
to fit down to fupper with her, which I re- 
-fufed, requefting her to fhew me to my bed- 
room: Vexed by my refufal, fhe mumbled 
fomething between her few remaining teeth, 
and opened the door of a {mall fide room, 
where I found a couch, made-of.clean ftraw, 
and covered witha blanket; throwing my felf 
upon it, I flept for the firft time fweet and 
foundly after eight painful nights ofhorror., - 


The 


f 
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The next morning the old woman thun- 


‘dered at my door, telling me it was broad 
day, and paft nine o’clock, and that our gen- 


tlemen would foon return to dinner: I got 
up much refrefhed, and affifted her in the 
kitchen, which pleafed her fo well that fhe 
-promifed to recommend me to the good 
graces of the Captain. 





- Thus far had my fervant proceeded in his 
-marration, without having been interrupted 
-by me, though he had “been very circumlo- 
. cutious, and {poken above an hour: It gave 


me great pleafure to hear a circumftantial de- 
{cription of the robbers and their cave, and 


_ choneft John’s fimplicity. afforded me great 
. amufement, which proved a.very feafonable 


relief, in my then gloomy ftate of mind, I 
therefore was very much vexed when one 


of the ferjeants entered to tell him that they 
- were waiting for him to proceed on their 
march, oc bade him make hafte, juft, as. he 
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‘was going to give me a full account of the 
robbers deportment towards him after their 
return, of the fplendid dinner which the old 
woman had prepared, affifted by him,and of 
‘their difcourfes at table, 


I entreated the aciaal fon of Mars to re- 
fign this recruit to me, and to accept from 
me double the binding money he had given 
him, but he did not reltth my propofal, and 
John himfelf was little inclined to enter 

“aoain into my fervice; ut laft I prevailed, by 
. fair words and a {mall prefent, on the ferjeant 
‘to wait a quarter-of an. hour longer, and Hie 
‘eft the room nn to be as 
a as poffible, 


" ‘When'he was gone I afked 4 Joh, why he 
-would rather be a foldier than enter again 
-into my fervice. 


“< What elfe would you advife me to dot 
‘replied he, with weeping eyes, ‘ my life ‘1s 
ee = to the ee danger in thefe 
c¢ parts, 
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« parts, and would you like to have a fer- 
“ yant who has been a robber ?”’ 
“You have not been a robber,’”’ inter- 
rupted I the poor fellow, but recollected foon 
that he had not finifhed his narration, and 
| ‘perhaps might have been compelled at laft, 
by menaces, to become a member of the 
gang, I therefore requefted him to continue 
bis tale, and to be as brief as poffible, which 
-be in vain ftrove to do, going every now and 
then -affray: The fubftance of his confufed 
‘Continuation was as follows, . 


The robbers’ returned, treated John again 
with kindnefs, ate, drank, and left him once — 
“more, without mentioning a word about his 
going with them, which did: not in the leaft 
" difpleafe him; he amufed himfelf with read- 
ing, and, when night invited him to fleep, he 
went ta‘his couch with a much lighter heart | 

than when he had left it in. the morning. 

. That mariner of life he led eight days, during 

. which time the robbers always returned to 
E, 4. dinner,. 
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dinner, in greater or leffer number; the whole 
gang confifted of twenty-four ftout men be- 
fides the Captain. 


On the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and the 


three fucceeding davs, the robbers did not 
‘return, but on the fifteenth they all appeared 
in high fpints, though with empty hands ; 
“John concluded, from this circumftance, and 


from what he could gather from their miyfte- 


rious difcourfes, that they muft have had fe- _ 
-veral other haunts, where they hoarded up 


their fpoils, the old Caftle on the fkirts of the 
Black Foreft, feemed, however, to is their 


-ufual refidence. 


After dinner was over, and the goblet had 


. “freely circulated, the Captain recollected that 


"John was to give them a fecond fample of 
- his capacity, ordered him to mount a horfe, 
* and ‘conducted him, accompanied .by two. of 
his affociates, to the high road. leading thro’ 
. the foreft, where he commanded him to ly 


in 
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in ambuth, and to rob the firft traveller he 
fhould fee coming along the road. 


Poor John was thunderftruck at the ftern. 
command of the Captain, fell at-his feet,-and 
_entreated him to have mercy on him; but the 
ruffians laughed at him, and their leader re- 
peated his order, fwearing he would kill him on 
the fpot, if he did not inftantly comply with 
hisdefire. The haplefs fellow feeing there was 
-_ no alternative, but to be killed, -or-to prey 
on his fellow creatures, concealed himfelf ina 
thicket, and the robbers pofted themfelves 
oppofite to him, behind fome bufhes, taking 
the three horfes along with them. 


The firft travellers that paffed by were two. 
monks, and John thanked God in his heart 
that they were two. A little while after-a 
ruddy countryman appeared, he was on horfe-* 
_ back, as it. feemed returning ftom the mar- 
. ket, carrying two empty facks behind him, 
and counting money. That will be an ealy 
talk, thought John, but when he was. going, 
. | E “5 to. 
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to leave his hiding-place, his knees trembled, 
he was unable to ftir, and the clown purmies 
his ss without being difturbed, 


The hen began to hem, and poor John, 


feized with terror, was going to run after the 

~fwain, but, thinking him too far advanced, 
refolved to wait ioe the next traveller, and 
“to attack him vigoroufly. » 


_ He Kad waited a good while for another 


opportunity to acquit himfelf of his tafk, "till — 


at length a travelling journeyman appeared : 
John rufhed out of his hiding place before his 
prey was ‘near enough, and as foon as the 
frightened traveller faw a man running to- 
«wards him witha piftol, he took to his heels 
-and luckily got out of his reach. 


- The Captain and his companions, feized 


~with a fit of roaring laughter, exhorted their 
awkward pupil, in a low accent, to have a 
little more patience in future. 


ee = + Before 
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" Before John could reach his lurking place, 
a Jew made his appearance ; the fight of the 


poor Ifraelite fired the novice in robbery with 


an unufual courage, he rufhed upon the ter- 
-tified Hebrew like lightning, and, having 
{eized him bythe collar, demanded his money 
with a thundering voice : —The-petrified If 
raelite feeling himfelf thus roughly handled, 


‘fhrieked and lamented moft ruefully, and 


ftoutly refufed at firft to deliver up his mam- 


‘mon, but when he faw his life at ftake, and. 


‘John: put. his: piftel. to his breaft,. yielded 


at laft, with:a woful vifage,.to the uncouth 


demands of his agereffor, exclaiming in the 
-height of fear. and defpair, “Iwill give — 
* J. will give—all the money I have. about 


** me.” So faying, he untied a leathern bag 


with money, faftened round his waift, and of- 
_ fered it to the greedy robber, who, tranf- 


ported with. joy at his fuccefs, was: thrown. 
Off his guard, and the. cunning Jew. taking. - 
hold of an opportunity to recover his trea- 
fure, feized, with. much adroitnefs, the piltol,. 
E 6. wrefted.. 
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wrefted it from poor John’s trembling hand, 
and ordered the affrighted fellow, who was 
almoft petrified, to return him his money in- 
ftantly, if he would not have his brains blown 
out; John hefitated not a moment to fubmit 
to the Jew’s demand, reftored him his bag, 
‘and took to his heels, but the two robbers 
fallyine forth from their hiding-place, retook 
him foon, while the cunning Ifraelite got 
clear off with his money ~ John’ s piftol. 


‘The unfortunate: felloww was inftantly carried 
back to the robbers den, and fhut up again 
in the fubterraneous dungeon which he had but 
‘lately left. Having been confined there fome 
-weeksthe robbers took him one day out of his 
-hole, and gave him his liberty, and a {mall fum 
of money, afer: he had fworn a dreadful oath 
never to reveal the leaft thing of what he had 
heard-and feen in the cavern. during his ftay 
with them, and to leave the country as foon 
eer a a a ee 
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This is the fubftance of my late fervant’s . 


narrative; he had entirely forgotten his oath 
till he mentioned it, yet he filenced foon his 


murmuring confcience, perfuading himfelf - 
not to have committed perjury, becaufe he 


_-had been intimidated by dreadful menaces 
‘to make it, and an oath of that nature could 


never be binding; he at the fame time al- 


_ ledged, that the Captain himfelf had declared 
‘that among robbers fwearing was of no im- 


— and thus iceiac his confcience. — 


I did not think. it aecetnty to undeceive, 
but gave hima handfome fum of money as 
a token of my gratitude for his faithful fer- 
vices, and bade him an affectionate farewell. 
He thanked me with weeping eyes and left 


tthe room. When he was gone. I mounted 


my horfe, and arrived after a few. hours at 


N—. 


-” 





Now I come to the.laf and moft import- 
ant incident I ever met with during the whole 
time 


-” 
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time of my recruiting bufinefs, which’ will 
clear up all the above related events, and dif- 
pel the clouds which are ftill hanging over 
fome: parts or my wonderful tale. 


Two years were now: vias Give my laft 
-adventure, and I had heard nothing farther - 


‘either of the Necromancer or his affociates: 


The frequent unwelcome vifits at the Caftle - 


‘and their alarming confequences, very likely 
had made both parties more -circumfpect, 
which appeared to me to have been the prin- 


cipal motive of thofe ruffians to releafe™ my 
fervant, leaft I might be induced to make a: 


trict fearch after him; whatever may have 
‘been their motive for doing fo, I had no far- 


ther trace either of the -robbers or Volkert, | 


‘and even at F—, the Necromancer’s prin- 
“cipal place -of action, whither I went’ fhortly 
after, even there, every thing relating to our 
former adventures. was. entirely forgotten— 
the haunted inn had been fold to a new ma- 
‘fter, the apparition was frightened away, and 
‘the houfe wasarefpectable auberge. _, 
| I 
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I alfo began, by degrees, to forget the ad- 

ventures which I partly had heard related, antl 

“partly experienced myfelf, being only now and 

then reminded of thofe incidents, when, in 

the lonely hour of folitude the recollection 
of the Auftrian noe on my mind, 


My long overclouded esate had refurned 
its wonted brightnefs, and the remembrance 
of my ever regretted friend was no longer 
accompanied by ¢ cloominefs and melancholy 
fenfations; I could again partake of the plea- 

‘fures which fmile at us wherever we are, and 
‘could relifh again the innocent fports of mer= 
Fiment. 


~~ In that ftate of mind I arrived towards the 

end of fummer at A—, when the expeétation 
of every inhabitant was engaged by the ap- 
-proaching fcene of a bloody execution, which 
“was to take i within a few days. 


A church having been robbed about fix 
‘months | ago, fevera fufpected perfons had 
. 93 been 
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been imprifoned and put to the rack, but 
could net be brought to confeffion, upon 
which the magiltrates had been obliged to 
fet them at liberty for want of fuch witneffes 
as the law requires, and to give up the in- 
quifition until further proofs fhould be found. 
Many months elapfed before-the enraged 
- priefts, aided by the eagle-eyed affiftance of 
the magiftrates, could trace out the facrile- 
gious robbers of their hallowed treafures, and 
feaft their ruthlefs vengeance on the throes 
of the victims of their foaming ire, expiring 
on the flaming pile, ’till at length an accident 
delivered into their holy fangs the perpetra- 
tors of that daring deed, whom they in vain 
had endeavoured to difcover by advertife- 
‘ments, tortures of the oes and the promife 
of reward. 


There lived in a fuburb of A—, an old 
unfufpected man, named Peter, loved by 
the children of the place, whom he often- 
times Amufed with little tales, and bribed with 
fweetmeats, but dreaded by the aged, who 

_ firmly 
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firmly believed him to be on‘an intimate foot- 
‘ing with his fatanic majefty, becaufe he now 
-and then difplayed, when in good humour, 


“proofs of his juggling fkill, which they beheld 
with gaping terror. This hoary man, who 
‘lived in a mean cottage, in apparent indi- 
-gence, and could not be fufpected of poffeft- 
ing ill-gotten goods, went oftentimes abroad, 
but whither he journeyed, or what called him 


-fo frequently from his abode, nobady could 


tell with certainty ; fome faid he wenta beg- - 


‘ging, others, more fuperftitious, pretended to 
- have feen. him, through the chinks of the half 
‘ decayed window fhuttg-s, ftretched lifelefs on 
‘the floor; and fome infifted upon having feen 
' him riding through the air on a broom-ftick, 
" to pay, as it was fuppofed, his court. to his i in- 
. fernal mafter, to whom his-foul and asad was 
. faid to be mortgaged. 


.° Very fivesestnliiaide man was not at A— 
' when the:church-robbery. was committed, to 


the greateft fatisfaction of fome who thought 


him to be an harmlefs man, and to the greater 


mortification 
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‘mortification’ of others, who pretended to 
have fuffered many a malicious trick by his 
forcery ; for ifhe had not been abfent at that 
time, his ill wifhers would certainly have for- 
‘ged a pretext to deliver him up to the civil 
‘power, as a fufpicious perfon, becaufe he never 
‘went to church, although he was — to 
be & roman catholic. 


' : ‘Some days dice the above mentioned pri- 
-foners nad been fet at Itberty, he returned to 
‘A—, ion a hohday after fun fet. The - chil- 
dren playing ‘in. the ftreets no fooner. efpied 
‘him, than they ran towards him, ‘hailing their 


‘hoary benefaor, with loud fhouts, fearching 


chis pockets: for fweetmeats, and teazing the 
~poor old man {fo unmercifully, that:he at laft 
-evew angry, and threatened to chaftife the 
troublefome crowd with his ftaff; however, 
' their demands grew {till more clamorous, and 
*fome of them began wo prick him with pins, 
‘which at length obliged hin to a his thrbets 
“inexecution, “ 
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. When the mothers of thofe ill-mannered 
boys faw the old man plying the backs of their. 
darlings with his ftaff, they attacked him hke 
furies, to revenge their children’s wrongs.and 
praphanation of the holiday, and by their 
vociferations alarmed the whole neighbours 
hood: The hufbands of the enraged dames 
came foon to their affiftance; the. children 
began terribly to roar when they faw their old 
friend in danger of being torn to pieces by 
their parents, and poor Peter was. glad when 
he got out of ‘the clutches of the mercilefs 
multitude, after having fuftained many a hard 
blow, and haftened with all poffible {peed to 
‘fheler himfelf from farther Infult in his hum 
‘bie cottage, | 


a 
- 2 4 


e ° aD " e 
But who can deferibe the terror he was 


fiezed with, when he perceived that he had 
-loft his wallet in the {cuffle ! Raving ikea 
“madman did he ruth out of his hut, to recover _ 
‘his property, which was carried away in - tri- 
"umph by the victorious party: He exhaufted 
all the rhetoric he ‘was: mafter ee 


them, 
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them, whined, and fwore, but alas! his adver- 
faries had hearts of flint, and ftoutly re- 
fufed to give up their booty, and when he at 


aft, half frantic with defpair, endeavoured to 


regain it by force, a violent fhower of {tones 
drove him back to his humble abode, leaving 
dis dear wallet in the ruthlefs hands of the fu- 
rious and inexorable mob. 


The principal motive that had induced the 
affailants to retain the wallet, was animpulfe of 
curiofity, to fee what the old forcerer, fo they 


;¢alled him, had got ‘by his journey ; and the 


attack of the children was, very likely, 2 pre- 


concerted matter, in order to provoke his 


anger, and thus to give them an opportunity 


of — their cunoliry: 


The eae having been wr he firft 


objet meeting their. prying looks was an old 
pair of breeches, a tattered fhirt, and fome | 
pairs of ftockings, then followed a large 


a 


: book and fome unknown inftruments, and _ 
zat laft they found at the bettom a heavy 


leathern. 
» 
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leathern bag, the knot by which it was faft- 
ened, baffling all their endeavours to untie it, 
was at length cut afunder, and the amaze- 
ment of the gaping multitude rofe to the 
highett pitch, when their eyes beheld a ce 
number of gold pieces 


At firft hewhdle crew was ftruck dumb 
with aftonifhment, but their filence was foon 
interrupted by a voice, exclaiming, “we have _ 
entrapped the facrilegious robber of our 
church!’’ which was the fignal for the enraged 
multitude to break out in curfes and terrible 
execrations againft the old man; the air re- 
founded with the univerfal cry, ‘church rob- 
ber! church robber!’ and fome of them, ha- 
ftening to the juftice of peace, roared with a 
bellowing voice, “we have found him out! 
we have found him out! we have detected ~ 
the facrilegious robber of our church!” 


_ The juttice was aftonifhed ‘at the unex- 

pected tidings, but his amazement increafed _ 

sae when ‘he faw the large heaps of | 
. | gold — 


» 
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gold coin, which had been found in the wallet 
of the old beggar, and inftantly fent the bea- 
dle to feize poor Peter; mean while the reft 
of the furious mob had ftormed the defence- 
lefs hut of the old man, dragged him forth, 
and conducted him towards the judge’s houfe 
amid numberlefs blows and curfes. He was 
- now delivered up to the grim catchpole, Who 
inftanrly carried him to the town _— 


His trial began the following i and he 
‘was ordered to give an account of himfelf, and 
how he had got fuch a large fum of money. 
Refufing to anfwer that queftion, and pre- 
tending to have earned the money by honeft 
means, he was putto the rack; yet he ftoutly 
maintained ‘his firft declaration, and the juf- 
tice, being unable to convict him of. the 
charge he ftood accufed of, was obliged to 


fet him at liberty, retaining, however, his . 


money, until he fhould have proved that he 
Ahad got it by lawfulkmeans.- 


| Peter 
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| Peter promifed to prove his depofition ° 
within a fhort time, and returned to his hut, 
which, during his confinement, had been 
clofely fearched by hts bufy neighbours, who, 
however, had found nothing 1n it but fome 
tattered coats, and broken pieces of furniture. 


The juftice, being a prudent man, diffem- 
bled to have dropped all farther inquiry, buf 
fecretly appointed fome trufty people to 

watch all his motions. Their vigilance was 
fruitlefs a.great while, until at length one of 
Peter’s neighbours obferved him, one morn; 
ing, leaving his houfe with a wallet on his back, 
and a ftaffin his hand, fetes ° off in aie 


‘The. ade of the juttice, hon he j in- 
formed of what he had feen, followed Father 
Peter in different dire¢tions, in difguife, and 
faw him at noon-tide enter a lonely public- 
houfe: Having waited in vain for his reap- 
pearance, they began to conceive fufpicion, 


‘and concealed ones behind fome bufhes 


' -withan 
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within a fmall diftance from the houfe, until 
it grew dark. a 


As foon as night had fpread her dun mantle 

over the face of the earth, they heard a diftant 
trampling of horfes, bending their courfe to- 
wards the {pot where they were hidden, and, ere 
long, a numerous troop of horfemen alighted 
at the public houfe and entered it, upon which 
the fpies crept forth from their lurking place, 
and ftole foftly to the windows of the houfe; 
‘there they had not liftened fix minutes, when 
they heard a jingling of money, and, peeping 
through the chinks of one of the fhutters, be- 
held a table covered with dollars, and fur- 
rounded by a number of armed men, among 
whom father Peter was, feafting his looks on 
the money which was fpread before him. 


Having now got every information necef- 
fary, they mounted each of them one .of the 
horfes which the robbers‘had faftened to fome 
trees, and hurried back to the town with all 
pomfible expedition. The public houfe being 
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‘houfes and eftates. He firmly denied to have 
‘had any fhare in the church robbery, but 
‘pointed out three of his fellow prifone’s who 
had been concerned in it; whether Peter had 
been acceffary in.it or not he could not tell. 


The day following the three’ robbers 
charsed with the facrilege were brought to 
‘the bir, but none of them would plead guilty. 
Being put to the rack, the firft of them, an 
aped man, bore the three degrees without - 
‘uttering a word, and died 2 few hours after 
he had béenre-condutted tothe prifon. The 
fecond confeffed at the third degreey that he 
had beén acceffary in the churclr robbery ; 
bot declared that the third: was innocent; and _ 
‘that-he himfelf had been perfuaded‘ by Father 
Peter, to commit the facrilége. 


Now the hoary diffembler was ordered to 
‘the bar: Having heard the charges ‘of the 
juftice with a firni’ countenance, he replied; 
with - oe on 
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<< Yes, lam guilty, and wilh to God, I had 
no other crimes on my confcience than 
that which I ftand accufed of. The flug- 
gifh gluttonous monks, who in honor of an 
image of {tone, have ruined, and expelled 
from their own country a whole innocent 
family to beg their bread in the ftreets; 
thefe vile villains are far greater felons than 
myfelf, and I rejoice at having been an in- 
{ftrument in the hand of providence to 
avenge the wrongs of: the haplefs objects 
of their rapacity, and to reftore to thofe in- 
nocent fufferers their property. If this ac- 
tion deferves punifhment, you may tear 
my old limbs afunder, break thefe wither- 
ed bones, and reduce to duft and afhes my 
poor out-worn frame, I will not complain, 
nor utter a groan.” | 


©The grim avenger draws near —I feel 
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the hand of the Supreme Judge; he, and 


not you, poor mortals, force me to confefs . 


my tranfgreffions. I can brave the ire of 


‘men, and deride all bodily fufferings; but 
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_« T mutt bend my aged knees tohim, who 


«© dwelleth in heaven, and the pangs of con- 
“© fcience are not to be trifled with.” 


- The Judge and the Sheriffs gazed at each 
other in dumb filence at thefe words, and 
none of them were inclined to queftion him 
any farther. Seeing this, he informed them 
voluntarily of every particular of the facri- 
lege, and of the family which had been plun- 
ged into want and mifery, by the rapacious 
monks, whofe church and convent had been 
robbed, by means of a forged will: He at 
the fame time confeffed where and in what 
manner the jewels, and the gold and fiver 
farniture, had been turned into mon_y, a.:d 
by what means the ‘ ms thofe artic::s had 
fetched had been conveyed to the family,- 
without acquainting the innocent fufferers 
with the names of their fecret benefactors. ~ - 


~ The aftonifhment of the whole court in- 

creafed-with every word the old man uttered, 
and as foon as he had finifhed his confefi.on, 
te F3 | he 
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he requefted the jailor to reconduct him to: 
the prifon. It lafted a good while before the 
dread arbiters of lifeand death could reco- 
ver from their aftonifhment, and debate on 
Peter’s doom, which they unanimoufly agreed 
to mitigate as much as poffible. ! 


According to the rigour of the law he. 


fhould have been burnt alive, but he gnd 
the robber who had been conviéted of f4- 


crilege, were fentenced to be beheaded firft, 
and then burnt. The reft of the gang were ' 
ordered to clofe confinement for further ex-. 


amination. — 


When father Peter with his fellow fifferer 
was called to the bar, in order to hear his. 
fentence pronounced, he behaved with the 
fame firmnefs of mind as on his trial, and. 


comforted him who had betrayed him. 


Having heard his fentence pronounced 
with the greateft equanimity, he thanked his 
judges for their clemency, and left the court, 

{fupporting 


eo 
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fupporting with his arm his companion, who | 


exhibited a ghaftly picture of difmay and de- 


fpondency. Father Peter did not lofe his 
courage during his confinement, and took all 
poffible pains to footh the grief of his fellow 
fufferer, andto infpire him with fentiments 
duperior to black defpair. 


He was to be executed two days after my 


_ arrival at A-—, and I hefitated long whether 


¥ fhould go and fee this extraordinary man 
er not, although I was much folicited by my 
friends to do it; having a fecret boding,.: that: 


this reverend old man, who faced the grim 


{pectre of death fo cool and: undaunted, could — 
be no other perfon than Father Francis, alias 
Yolkert, and thinking it difingenuous ta dif- 
trefe, by my prefence,a man who had faved my 
hfe two. years ago. 


- Curiofity and fenfibility ftruggled a great 
while within my breaft, until tie laft day. be- 
fore the execution, when an ardent defise of 
having cleared up the myfteries of former 
events got the better of my generous fenti- 

2 A ments, 
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ments, and prompted me to fee him early in 
. the morning. 3 


Having muftered up all my fortitude I 


went to the prifon at fix o’clock: Perhaps, | 


thought I, the old man may now be more 
willing to difpel thy doubts than formerly, 
being on the awful brink of eternity, and dif- 
clofe the myftery of his former impenetrable 
tranfactions, and thy prefence may not dif- 
trefs the unhappy man fo much as thou think- 


eft! YetI could not get entirely rid of my 


apprehenfions of increafing the fufferings of 
my benefactor, or being perhaps difappointed 
in my expectation. 


In this ftate of mind I arrived at the prifon, 
which was opened by the goaler after a vio- 
Jent knocking. I requefted him to favor me 
with a fhort interview with the prifoner, but 
was denied accefs, becaufe it was againft the 
common rule to introduce company to the 
convicts the day before the execution. I of- 
fered him a dollar, entreating him to make 

an 
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an excecvtion with me, being a ftranger, and 
having reafons of moment to wifh for an in-- 
terview with the old man: The fight of the 

money feemed to have more weight with him 

than my words; he mufed awhile, and then. 
faid, “‘fince you are a ftranger I will make 

ag exception from the common rule, but I 

mutt infift upon your telling nobody of this. 
indulgence.” 


So faying, he conduéted me without far- 
ther ado to a narrow ftaircafe, leading to a 


long and narrow pafiage, at length we came 


to, a fmall black. door, marked with three 
red croffes, through which I. followed him. | 
into a dark gloomy room; the entrance was 
guarded by two men.half afleep, and in the 
back ground clafe ta the wall I beheld two. 
hyman figures, of a ghaftly woe-worn afpect, 
and, drawing near with a beating heart, faw. | 
that one of them was Volkert: His counte- 
hance was pale and emaciated, but {till itamp- 
ed with his ufual dignity of mien; his head. 
reclining, againft t:.e wall, and his hands reft- 
ing on his knees, 

i 5 He: 
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He feemed not to perceive that.a’ a 
wasin the room until the goaler faid to him, 
<¢ Well, Father Peter, there is a gentleman 
who will be glad to {peak to you and to your 
comrade.” 


. Hearing this, he flowly lifted up his head, 
ftaring at me. 


“© Volkert!” exclaimed I, *‘ Volkert!” 


. His looks grew wild, his head funk back, 


and he heaved a:deep groan; whil(t I was . 


ftanding before him like a ftatue ; ee with 
horror and pity. 


As foon as the goaler. had left us, Volkert. 


began with a trembling voice, ‘ Lieutenant, 


are yqu come to embitter my. Jaft hours, or . 


to fpeak comfort to my.afflicted mind ae 
‘“‘ The latter, good Volkert,” replied I. 


' < Phen,” 


. "2S oe 
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» « Then,” faid he, “you are welcome; fit 
é¢ down, if you pleafe, perhaps I max be 
*< able to be ufcful to you forne how or other, 
“ before I falla victim tom. crimes. T can 
« caution you at leaft againft cheats like my- 
« felf” | 


-€ No idle curtofity has prompted me,”’ faid 
I, “ to fee you, nor am I come to diftrefs you 
by illiberal reproaches, for having’ once en-. 
dangered my life ;- that wauld be ungenerous: 
You have faved me once from eminent.de-- 
ftruction, and that atones fully for all former 
injuries ; yet, you will not be offended if}. 
earneftly requeft you to clear up fome late 
events, which have happened to myfelf and 
the Auftrian, who — : 


‘‘Has been impofed upon by me,” re- 
plied Volkert, “like yourfelf, whom I had 
given the lie at F—, in yourand your friend’s 
prefence: I wiil give you all the infermation | 
you defire, and at the fame time a fhort fketch 
of my life, as well as it is in my power inmy 

, E 6 pare 
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prefent deplorable fituation. I-with moft ar- 

dently I had done what I always intended to 

do, and fet down in writing thofe events, and 

the memoirs of my life; they undoubtedly 

would be very inftructive, and greatly leffen 

the number of impoftors, and thofe that are 
impofed upon.” 


Here he ftopped, and, having mufed’ 
a while, began his narrative, which, indeed, 
was very defective, but fatisfactory enough. 
for me.. 





oa I am,’’ thus Volkert began, ‘a native 
- of England, my father: died when I was not. 
quite tem years old, and left me an helplefs. 
orphan, without either fortune or near rela- 


tions: A rich Dutchman being moved by my. © 


helplefs fituation, took me in his houfe, ind, 
leaving England the year following, carried. 
" me over with him to the Hague.”’ 


reg This 
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«This worthy man gave mea very libe- 


) ral education, and when I was thirt.n years. 
* old took me in his ’counting-houfe, but, alas 


he died before he could eftablifh my fortune 
as he intended to do.’* 


~ © Fis fon, who carried on the father’s bu- *. 
finefs, had never been very partial to me, and 
forged a pretext to quarrel with me, and to 
fend me away. A rich nobleman, jutt going- 
to fet out for Germany, wanted a fervant; - 


. who occafionally would aé as fecretary; and 


I was glad to accept his offer to take me in. 
his fervice: He- directed’ his way to K—, 
where his father was ene of the: minifters of - 


fate? | 


-“ My young mafter- appeared to Be litde-: 
inclined to qualify himfelf for ftate bufinefs, : 


being poffeffed of a very: {mall ftock:of am- 


bition, and entirely, addiéted to. the ftudy- of : 


_ the occult fciences, which had engaged his. 


attention fo much, that he was unfit for any 
; nr _ + thing. 
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_thingelfe. I foon was infected with an andent 
‘defire to become his pupil, and, after a few 


months inftruction, was as great a fool as him- 
felf. »? ‘ : . 


' © Tt would be too tedious if I was to relate - 
all our fruitlefs endeavours to effect the ap- 
parition of a fpirit, and I was foon convinced 
that it lay not in the power of man to lord’ 


over thefe bodilefs beings: My matter, 
however, continued his niyitertous operations 
day and night with an indeiatigadle ardour.”’ 


‘It is very natural, that it at length came 
-§nto my head to profit by his fuper:titious 
enthufiafm, and that I eageriy feized every 


opportunity to impofe upon a man, who pro-' 


mifed to fall an eafy facrifice to art and cun- 
ning, having great reafon to expect that fuch 
an attempt would enfure me his affection, and 
promote my fortune rapidly.” 


“One night as he was conjuring up his 
guardian angel with much impatience, I en- 
tered 


/ 


a” 
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tered his room, telling him, that all. his efforts 
would be in vain, becaufe he was not ac-_ 


quainted with the proper means of forcing the 
snhabitants of the, other world to. make their 


appearance.” 


awe 


\ 


«< Gazing at me with wonder and -furprife, | 
he inquired whether I had improved fo much 


‘in the occult fciences that I could effect 


what he fo eagerly-defired. I neither denied 


rior confirmed his queftion, but told him, that. 


I would give him, the next day, a fpecimen.of 
my fkill in Necromancy.” 


<¢ It was an eafy tafk to impofe on my, cre- 
dylous enthufiaftic Count, having fecured the 
affiftance of a fellowfervant. We refided at 
a country feat .his mother had left him, which | 
was the fiteeft place in the world for the: ex- 
ecution of our defign. Having fucceeded 
better than I at firft expected, I made him my 
dupe above a twelvemonth, and grew at laft fo 
bold and impudent, that the Count could not 
7 ae | but 
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but perceive my juggling tricks, and.inftantly- 
fent me away.’” | : 


_“ The good. credulous. man: has certainly. 
been convinced. afterwards, that the leffon’L. 
gave him by my cheats deferved the warmeft. 


‘ 


gracitude.’” 


“‘] had faved a pretty fum of money du- 
ring my ftay with the Count, and, being ufed' 
to an idle life, had not: the leaft thought. of. 
looking about for another mafter. I went. 
back to H—, where I abandoned myfelf to. 
gambling, drinking, and.all forts, of diffipa-. 
tion, until all’ my money was fpent, and no- 
other means of getting an honett livelihood: 
left, than:to try my fortune in the army.” __ 


“« A recruiting officer paid’ me a hundred: 
dollars fur my liberty, and I cheerfully enlift- 
ed under the banner of Mars.” 


<<] had received the promife to be made a 
feryeant, but faw myfelf at firft very much. 
difappointed, 
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difappointed, being forced to ferve as a com- 
mon foldier: Being however a good penman, 
well {killed in cafting accounts, and leading a 
fober and regular life, I foon rofe fo high in 
the good opinion of my fuperiors, that I was 
appointed ferjeant after nine months fervice. 
I certainly fhould have been promoted higher | 
if I had continued to be zealous in the fer-: 
vice, fober and attentive to my fuperiors, 
but my patience was exhautted, and I relapfed 
again into my former diffipations.” - 


- A diffolute life requires money, and the 
defire of getting it plunges him who has once 
been led aftray from the path of virtue, foon 
into his former errors. I had once more re-. 
coufe’ to my juggling tricks, pretending to. 
poffefs a fupernatural fkill, in detecting thefts, 
in toffing up the cup, and in telling people’s 
fortunes; I conjured up fpirits, difpelled the | 
power of witchcraft, and raifed up the dead: 
in fhort, I did every thing in my power to 
drain the purfes of the weak and credulous.” 


eC T his 
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“ This trade was profitable, ‘and very ad- 


vantageous in many refpects; but it loft me 


the efteem of my fuperiors, ftained my cha- 


racter, poifoned my ‘heart, and reduced me at 
laft to that defpicable fort of people, whofe 
heedlefinefs bids defiance to every obftacle, 
and who have nothing more at heart than 
how they may enrich themfelves to the de- 


triment of their fellow creatures: In fhort, I 


became a rogue of the blackeft die.” 


“Tr was natural that my cheats now and 
then’ mifcarried before I afrived at that de- 
gree of fkull, which, in later years, has crown- 
—@d with fuccefs moft of my roguifh tricks. 
My fuperiors, wha had warned me many 4 
time agaiaft commiting fuch villainous ac- 
tions, became at laft tired of admonifhing 
and correcting me by words, and a fpirit 
which: I had conjured up played his part fo 
bad, that they found themfelves obliged to 


toake an. example of me, and to banuh me 


che country,” 


¢é An 
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‘© An healthy well-made man of my age 
had no need to be uneafy about getting into 
the fervice of any foreign power. I had ta- 
ken a liking to the life ofa foldier, and found 
foon an opportunity of enlifting under the 


banners of Auttria.’’ 


“ A few days after I had began my pere~. 
grination, I met with 9 recruiting officer of 
that country, who propefed me to enter into 
the Auftrian fervice, but, being grown wifer 
by experience, I at firft feigned to diflike the 
military profeffion, and fucceeded fo well, 
that the officer ag lat threw a hundred ducata 


upon the table, affuring me, upon his falva- 


tian, that he never had paid fuch .a price ta 
a recruit.” 


‘¢ Now I thought it high time to ftrain the 
firings a litele lower, agreed to his terms, and 
told him, that I had been ferjeant in the H—n, 
fervice: Having given him a fpecimen of my 


_ Xxill in. penmaathip, T requefted him, to se- 


commend me to his commanding officer: 
| He 
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He promifed it and was as good as his word. 
The general received me exceeding well, 
and I occupied my former poft, as ferjeant, 
before a year was elapfed.”’ 


“‘Having been fent away with difgrace 
fron H—, I had taken a firm refolution to 
abftain in future from all fraudulent juggling 
‘tricks, and kept my refolution firmly a long 
while, behaving eight years as it meets a good 
foldier..” - 


“‘] abftained entirely from art and fraud, 
minded my duty, and thus ingratiated myfelf 
with my fuperiors to fuch a degree, that I 
kept firmly my ground in fpite of many com- 
plaints which afterwards were made againft 
me. An unhappy accident induced me to. 
have recourfe again to my former juggling 
tricks, and thus to acquireronce: more the title 
ofa Necromancer.” | 


“© T will tell you all the particulars of that 
adventure, in order to enliven.a little my. te- 


tous 
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dious narrative, and to convince you, that no- 
thing but neceffity could tempt me to engage 


-oncé more in rogueries, which already had 
deftroyed my fortune once, and deprived me 


of my good charaéter and an honorable em- 
ployment.” | | ; 


«Twas quartered in a houfe that was faid 
tobe haunted: It was rumoured about, that 


time out of mind it had.been haunted by a 


-fpirit, who difturbed the tranquillity of the 
Anhabitants, though he never had injured any 


body: He had now, for about fix months, 
alarmed very much the people that lived in 
the houfe, and the report of that extraordi- 


nary perturbance had caufed fuch a general 
fear that moft of the rooms were unoccupied,” 


“¢ Tempted by the cheapnefs of the lodg- 


ings, and defirous to get at the bottom of the 
, alarming apparitions, which had given fo 


much uneafinefs to the inhabitants of that 


-houfe, I went to the owner, and agreed with 


him 
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him to pay five dollarsa year for the beft 
room; I inftantly took poffeffion of my apart- 
ment, and, to my gteateft furptife, perceived 
a long while not the leaft ttace of any fuper- 
natural inhabitafit.”” 


«‘ My landlord always difappointed my in- 
quiries by vague ambiguous anfwers, and his 
daughter, who, as it was rumoured, had fuf- 
fered moft from the dreadful apparition, re- 
plied with nothing but a deep figh, when. I 


interrogated her oe ie nocturnal il 


99 


tom. 


« That girl had attracted niy attention in 
-a high deeree, as foon as I had feen her, be- 
ing adorned with clharnis which conquered 
every heart almoft irrefiftibly, becaufe fhe 
‘feemed to be entirely uneonfcious of their 
wirining powers, Her face was rather pale, 
_herconftitutioni weak and fickly,-and-although 


fhe could not be called’ a beauty; yet I thought | 


her very arniable, and more bewitching’ than 
any woman my eyes had ever beheld; I never 
had 


_ Converfation with the charming maid: I al- 
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ad tafted the heavenly. blifs of innocent vit- 


tuous love, before my thirty-ninth year; but 
I mult confefs this girl had infufed into my 
heart, at firft fight, fenfations I had always 


been an utter ftranger to.” 


‘¢ Helen, this was her name, her father and 
myfelf, occupied the firft floor of the haunted 
houfe, and the fecond floor was inhabited: by 


a young fecretary; all the other rooms, a 
back parlour, on.the ground floor, where the 
fervants lived excepted, were unoccupied.’ 


‘The fecretary feemted to have no can- 


cern for what was paffng around. him, his 


‘whole attention bene engaged. by his wri- 
tings, and I happened only now and then to 
fee himin the company of my landlord and 
his fair daughter, whom he.treated: as. utter 
{trangers: However I watched my oppor- 
tunity better than him, and was never fo 
happy as when I could {pend a few hours in 


ways 
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ways pretended to have fomething to fay to 
the father, taking care never to come to his 
apartment but when he was abroad.” : 


«¢ However, all my anxious endeavours to 
make a tender impreffion on my charmer’s 
‘heart proved abortive, Helen neither feemed 
to take the leaft notice of the attention I pard 
her, nor to be pleafed with my eager zeal to 
engage her favor. The difcourfes I addreffed 
to her confifted moftly in monologues, in- 
terrupted by frequent paufes; and her replies 
in a pantomime, compofed of a filent fhaking 
-or nodding of the head, accompanied every” 
now and then by a gentle figh, which, of 
-courfe made me, by degrees, tired of con- 
verfing with her, though my heart at firft 
-fhrunk back at the thought of giving up fuch 
a lovely object.” 


‘*T had now been many weeks in the houfe 
without either hearing or feeing the leaft thing 
-of the. phantom, the tranquillity of the man- 

fion not having been interrupted for a fingle 
3 moment 
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moment. ‘The domeftics of my landlord were 
‘highly furprifed, aferibing the peace ‘which 
‘they enjoyed to me ; even my landlord thought 
. that I had chafed away the dread phantom, 
and oftentimes thanked me warmly for having 

" reftored the tranquillity of his houfe.”?».. 


“ Dear friend,” faid he one evening to'me, 
fhaking me by the hand with evident marks 
of fatisfaction, “to you I owe the peace and 

ar tranquillity I now enjoy; if the niohtly 
ase phantom’ fhall continue to ftay ‘away, 
my houfe will not: longer remain'unoecu- 
sce pied, and you fhall live in it: without. pay- 
‘ ing rent as long as it thal be in my pof- 
« " feffion.” See Ge ce ee ee 
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of his ee who ee a deep melan- 
cholic igh.’ a Tae oe a ie 


cr = 


“SA few days ser ca trifling cans 
‘as ‘it-appeared to me,:F cime-hothe Jate in 
‘the night, ‘and was going ses i ha down 
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to reft, without ‘calling for a candle, every 
body being gone to bed, when I heard gentle 
{teps before my door: I ftarted up, and the 
fteps advartced nearer and nearer: Now they 
feemed to retreat, and filence reigned around 
a while,”’ 7 


« “3 hiftened with eager expectation, and, 
‘at once heard again the found of fearful fteps, 
‘and fomebody moving the latch of my door, 
~which now was opened flowly and fhut again. 
JI: was juft going to fee what thefe ftrange 
proceedings meant, when a white figure en- 
-tered my apartment.”” - 

«« Who art thou?” exclaimed I, with a fu- 
wFious voice, feizing the phantom an a pow- 
oe hand. 

as Jefa Maria!” coud the apparition, 
“© for God’s fake be quiet.” 


a es Methought 1 knew the voice, and, afk- 
ing again who it was that dared to diftusb my 
_ . weft, 
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reft, the choft whifpered, in a faltering accent, — 
“be quiet, dear Sir, I-arn Helen a 


_ © Half frantic with rapture I preffed the 
trembling girl to my panting befom, printed 
a slowing kifs on her fweet lips, and afked 
her, what fortunate accident had procured me 
the happinefs of feeing her fo late in the 
night.” 


“ Oh!” fighed the lovely girl, “ you fhall 
“ fave mie from deftruction.” ~ 


— «© With all my heart,” anfwered I, “ifit 1 
‘* inmy power.”’ 


“Tt 3s in your power,”’ refumed my {weet 
vifitor, ‘‘ my father confides in you ; O, fave 
“me! fave me!?..; | 


' “] entreated her to‘tell me the fource of 
her affliction, and how ] could be ferviceable 
to her; upon which fhe fat herfelf down and 
—_e ea.follows:? > 
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<¢ The apparition which has lately-difturb= 
ed the. tranquillity: of our houfe is my 
lover, Henry—is the fecretary in the fe- 
cond: flop#: “Laft’ Autumn he afked me in 
marriage from my father, who refufed to 
comply with his fuit, and the unhappy man 
has been hurried by defpair into a réfolu- 
tion which has:deftroyed the. peace of my 
mind, and has made him likewife: mifer- 
able.” 

‘<Our houfe has been reported to be haunt- 
ed by a ghoft thefe many years, becaufe it 
was formerly a cloyfter: My Henry took 
hold of that fuperftitious rumour, turning 
it to his advantage, and, alas! accomplifh- 
ed his defign without difficulty. ° My heart 


was thrilled. with: terror at firft, did-feve~ 


ral nights elapfed in unfpeakable- horror, 
before I knew that my Henry was the 


fpectre that: vifited-me every night, and_ 
made my blood: run chill with awful:dread_ 
At length -he. undecéived fne,. but, ‘alas! 


it was then too late ; my virginhonor was 
“* gone 


-_ 2 — + 
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* gone for ever: I +feek the:dreadftil conte- 
‘© quences of my .gmilty.connexion with the 
«© unhappy man, and difgrace: and ruin will 
“ feize me with mercilefs fangs, if you-do not 
“ faveme. O, Mr, Volkert! do not refufe 
ae Le affiftance | to a ee heiplels & ourl.”” 


- During this work ua 1 had been 
ftanding before the lovely maid, holding her 
by her trembling hand, and bending my tear 
clofe to her lips, as fhe was. whifpering her 
Woes to. me: When. fhe. had finifhed her 
plaintive tale, fhe. prefied me .to: her heaving 
bofom; her burning kiffes thrilled ‘the very 
~ -pulfes.of my heart. with voluptuous ‘rapture, 
er‘lily,atms encircled .my_neck,. her. whole 
lovely form; feerned. melted .into one with - 
‘mine—but you may cally g euefs what was the 
ee, : 3 | 


~ 


on When the crowing, of ie fer announced 
-the dawn of morning,, fhe. left me in high — 
fpirits, becaufe had given her. the moft.fo- 
— promife to procure the confent. of her 
A eas ( G 3 father. 
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father to her marriage with the feeretary, 
might i coft whatever it would. Her gra- 
titude knew no bounds, fhe almoft fuffocated 
me by her en and left me with 
thefe wor 


“« My happinefs, my life, and my honor, 
 are.in your power; withouc your affiftance 
# deftruction will {eize me, and eternal n mi- 
** fery will be my dreadful lot.’ poe 


“As bie as my. blood v was siitel K thought 
no obftacle too arduous, but after a more coal 
deliberation, I foon grew fenfible that I had 
“engaged in a very difficult undertaking :. By 
what natura} means could the father of the 
feduced girl be perfuaded to fanction her love? 
How was it poffible to fhake the firm réfolu- 
tion of a rigorous head-ftrong man, if a me- 
dium congenial to his manner of thinking was 
not to be employed, which might furprife 
and prompt him to come to our terms, for 
the fake ofhis own intereft. This medium 
‘was bd than what he himéfelf had fug- 

gefted 
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gefted to me—his belief in the fupernatural~ 
nefs of the apparition, ape the power he ‘tp- 
pofed n me to have over it.’ 


“J could not get a wink of fleep: during 
the remainder of the night, racking my brain 
and tormenting my imagination in vain: - 
“Whenever I fancied to have hit on.a feafible 
expedient, it foon vanihed like a deluding 
dream, as foon as I appbed the undeceiving 
torch of reafon, and 1 faw but toe clearly 
that nothing would extricate me frdm : the 


maze I was. bewildered in. but the meee 


wane 


« eT was: weal for theee dest aiael 
drftreffing confit with my rebelling. conr 


feience, and feveral. times on the brink, of 
fhifting quarters, and taking a houfe.far.g- 
nough removed from my then abede, bat yy: 


refolution was always. fhaken as. foon: as, it 


was formed, when.the doleful ftuation of the. 


"poor diftrefied girl recurred to my mind, im- 


Ga , ploring: 


@ 
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ploring my reais with a pallid ghaftly 
look. 9 


“Tt is true, the lover of the afflicted dif- 
confolate virl did not deferve my affiftance ; 
however, I could not deny it to myfelf, that 


I-had greatly injured him—common juttice . 


required fome atonement, and poor Helen 
would . certainly have been loft without my 
afilftance. .Thefe confiderations. conquered 
‘at-laft’ every. hefitation which reafon and ho- 
a had fuggefted to my troubled mind.” 
as The forth mght Helen iia me a fe 
cond vifit, entreating me more preffingly than 
vat firt ; yet I remained firm and unperfuaded 
a-good while; however, when fhe reminded 
“ine of my promife, and of ;I could no 
‘ofger maintain my ground, renewed my 
fstmer promife, and went, without. delay, the 
“next —" to work.” 





~ 


ee st entered at nine o'clock the apartment 


-of my landlord, and could not but obferve,- 


, that 


a 
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that Helen’ s cheeks were tinped with a crim- 
fon hue of inward. fatisfaction ; her apes and 
her looks fupported my refolution.”” a 


ase Sin? faid I, “ the. tranquillity: of your 
« houfe is dear to me, and I have had the 
*¢- good fortune, laft night, to-hit upon means, 
“the application ee which will —t fe - 
“ cure it for ever.’ : 
oie ee “Fhe ‘imple faperttitious man embraced 
me with vifible marks of gratitude, exclaim-. 
ingin: an ecitacy. of joy, “O, tell me, tell: me, | 
“ what. muftIdo?? 3 
«Then-he ordéred his sais to eck a 
‘bottle’ of , Hungarian wine, hee ng me to. 
drink ; but I declined it, refuming, ae 
“« Sir, the ghoft that. difturbs hin peace of : 
6: ‘year shoufe—"- | 
*‘ Have you feen him?” he. incerrupted me, 
“mith @ ghaftly look. | 
Gs: “ZL 
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«J will fee him,” replied I, “he is a ma- 
licious being, and has given me much 
trouble ; yet I truft I fhall be able to get 


the better of him by the affiftance of the 


occult. knowledge which I poffefs.” 


« How! how!” ftammered the fimpletons. | 
then you are indeed the man ] always took. 


you for; then you are really one: of thofe 
great mortals who underftand the wonder- 
fulart of necromancy. How- happy I an,. 
to meet.at.laft, fo-unexpettedly, with the 


man. I have always moft ardently wifhed to- . 


find out. Tell me, dear friend, what muft 
we dor” 


« Nothing in the’ world anfwered'I, “but: 


conjure up in due form that turbuleat 


fpirit.” 


ro 


s And will you inderake ss preform that 


mis 


dificuls dangerous tafk.??’ 


« Why’ 


= nee we SF, 
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s¢Why not?’ SS 


«© And when, dear Sir, do you intend to: 
¢‘ dg me that ineftimable favor ?”’ 


“« The enfuing night if you will confent to: 


_ £€ it, for: without your. leave I: can:do:no- 


cé thing.’” 


<< O, that: you have! that you have! You: 


“¢ may do whatever. you pleafe ; I will con- 


‘«¢ fent to any thing if I-can get. rid of that. 
*¢: infernal difturber of my nocturnal reft.”’ 


‘1 left.the ctedulous man-with fenfations: 
which {prune from. pity rather than -exult- 
ation, at my: eafy gotten victory.. I inftantly 
made every, preparation for. executing my 
roguifh plan, .being affifted by the fecretary, 
and. having won. over: to my purpofe the 
fervants of the hoyle, every thing fucceeded : 
to admiration,” 


G6. A 
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‘A little before twelve o’clock all ‘the 


inhabitants of the houfe reforted to my room, 
and an intimate friend of mine acted the ghoft 
admirably well: Benumbing perfumes de- 
prived the fpectators of the proper ufe of their 
denfes, and the landlord had previoufly been 


made unfit for. inveftigation, by a powder | 


mixed with his wine.” 


‘© The ghoft appeared, or rather ftepped 
forth, from behind_.a partition of paper, which 
I nae contrived tomake.”? 

a "When I afked why he had dared to dif- 
turb the tranquillity and the peace. of the 
houfe, he anfwered, in a tremulous hollow ac- 
cent, ‘Out of refentment 5 a the female 
fex.”’ 


‘On my farther inquiries, he related, in 
fhort anfwers, that, a century ago, the cruelty 
ofa lady he had been in love with had driven 
him to defpair, and hurried him into the rafh 

refolution 


nn ee et — lea. 


NECROMANCER. T3R 
‘refolution to fhut himfelf up withima cloifter’s 
Jiallowed walls; but, having prophaned his 
Roly order, by entering: into it with a worldly 
sheart, polluted by. the loofe defires of fenfual 
Jove, he had been condemned to purgatory 
‘until a.certain condition fhould be. fulfilled,’’. 


‘© All thefé queries and anfwers, previoufly 
fet down in writing and got: by: heart, pro» 
dueed the defired effect:on the blinded mind 
of the credtlous father, who, at length, ftam+ 
mered out the queftion, “ By-what-means he 
could be relieved from his torments??? The 
ghoft replied, that he was doomed to fuffer 

the agonies of: purgatory; and to haunt his 
former abode in the midnight hour; untib an 
unhappy couple, feparated: by.a parent’s cruel 
tyranny, fhould be united i in: vhelywvedlack,” ba 


ee EE « Having eat his fidtitious tale ie, dit 
appeared. behind the partition of paper; uader 
the cover.of.a thick fmoke, leaving my land» 
lord in.a ftate of mind, which . feconded.our 
defign to the utmoft of our withes,” 
— © When 
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<c’When ‘the credulous man had recovered : 
a little from his: aftonifhment, I afked hima,. 
if he could explain the meaning of the ghoft’s- 
an{wer, and whether it-wasin his power to- 
perform the condition he had hinted at: Upon: 
which he filently. nodded to me, and promifed : 
to pay me a vifit early in the morning, which. 


he did at fixo’clock, confeffinghis cruelty. 


cowards. his daughter, which he believed: 
had provoked the refentment of: the monk, . 


and pleaded the poverty of the young man,. — 
and the. cool. indifference he had treated his. 


daughter. with ever. fince his. offers had. been: 
a 


7 Now,” added he, I fee iitetiiidl its - 


6 properiight; the ghoft has-entirely.opened : 


« my. eyes, blinded. by- avarice :. God be. 
‘¢ praifed that the. young man. has. not. yet. 
‘*’ Jeft’ my houle, as. he intended to do, for it. 
+« would then give much room for {candal, , 
s¢ if he fhould marry my daughter, which I. 
4 am very, well convinced cannot be avoided, . 
| | sae 


ee 
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e« if the Cares of my houfe thal be re- 


. & ftored.”’ 


“Tn: fhort, the Keréeaty- was’ married: to. 


the girl,.and: the'ghoft appeared ‘no ‘more.”” ' 


st This beneficial fraud, for {6 may I juftly: 
eall it, the honor, and: perhaps the fife of the 


father and daughter, having: been faved by: 


It, and the young: man; who was fobet and 
induftrious, proving.a very tender and affec-. 
tionate hufband: This beneficial: fraud was. 
the firft ftep, which. afterwards led me to: 
ruin and.difgrace.’” 


ee Pontested’ ofa ‘liege ftock of knowledge: 
of the human heart, of experience, and art, I 
was no longer fatisfied with confining myfelf” 
to trifling jugg goling tricks, but.I foon began 
to act akei 4 more. extenfive plan-: In {pite 
ofall. the precaution I had taken to keep the 
above mentioned: tranfaction from. the know-- 
ledge of the public, it foon tranfpired with the - 
sfual additions, and every body thought me 
) tao: 
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to. be a fort of: fupernatural being, and fe 
many opportunities of preying on the. credu- 
lity of mankind were thrown in my way, that 
I oould not ftand,the temptations which-fre- 
quently occured, to profit by. the. fuperftition 


__ of my fellow creatures.’ 


“Tl hope:you will Spare me: the diftreffing 


tafk to relate all the tran{greffions I commit- 


ed afterwards: Suffice i it.to fay, that a com- 


..t 


plete account of my frauds would fwell many 
volumes. The few remaining hours. of life 
allotted. me, prevent me from relating all the 
fubfequent cheating tricks which I commit- 


ted, I therefore fhall confine myfelf to the two. 


criminal tranfactions, by-which your friend, 


.the brave Auftrian, has been impofed upon; 


they will afford you-ample means of form- 
ing’a proper.idea of. thofe.I am obliged to 
bury in filence,” , see. oe 


«] had, oi the face . of fix y years, make 
on my veg cling tricks with fo much fecrefy, 


me OON + 


that - 


— atanigtastanle MEE a oe 
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that few of my criminal. deeds were known. 
Although I had been betrayed feveral 
times by. my affociates, and reprimanded by 


my fuperiors, yet I always fuffered myfelf to . 


be blinded by the too powerful charms of gold 
and falfe ambition, and was ever ready to lend 
my affiftance to deeds of the blackeft hue.’’’ 


“* One day the widow of ‘an honeft citizen 


fent for me, and, having bribed me by fome 
pieces of gold, requefted me to affift her in 
the execution of a moft criminal defign.” 


¢ Her hufband, lately deceafed, fo fhe told 
me, liad promifed her daughter in marriage 


to a man, whom fhe could not fuffer to be- 


come her fon-in-law, becaufe he had behaved 
very difrefpectfully towards her while her 
hufband had been living, and fcorned to ap- 


ply for her confent; moreover, fhe told me, — 


he was a lazy drunkard and a gambler; in 
one word, a good-for-nothing fellow.” 


cc F 
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“© T know, Mr. Volkert,’’ added fhe, “ that’ 
* you are in high favor with the Devil, and 


** entreat you to raife up.one of the angels-of 


“ derknefs, commanding him to appear to 
‘© my daughter, and to threaten her to carry. 
‘ herto hell if fhe will not defift. from. her in-. 
‘ tended marriage.” | 


“A 


© Shocked at that infernal propofal I was. 
going to throw the money at her feet ; would’ 
to God.t had done it! but three ducats mare 
foothed my indignation, and allured me to. 
promife that I would take the matter into con- 


fkleremon, and inform-her of the refult of it~ 


she’ following day.” . 


a 


' «] kept my promife, enjoining the wo- 
tean to tell her daughter, as a fecret, that. 


her deceafed father. had, on his death bed, — 


compelled her to: make a-folemn: promife, 
ever to confent to that marriage: She rea- 


dily executed my order, and the. poor girl. 


was overwhelmed with. grief,” 


« Them 
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“ Then ] bade the inhuman..mother af- 
fume a melancholy afpeat, to treat her daugh- 
, ter with more kindnefs than ever, to mingle 
‘her tears with thofe of her child, to inveigh 


now and then againft the caprice of the de- 


ceafed, to inflame the girl, by degrees, with a 
defire of knowing the reafon her father might 
have had to forbid, on his death-bed, het 
anion with a man he had always feemed to be 
fond of; and, after thefe preparations, t8 

mention, as if by accident, my name, aid my _ 
fkril in necromancy, yet to take care, not to 


‘betray her defign of it —, te: her 
ee hufband.”” os - 


J hid 


” Phe: cnet ‘onnatera? enihée. eieicined 
my orders with all poffible dexterity and art, 
wept with her affli€ted difconfolete child, 
and, by thefe mtans, beguiled the unfufpect- 
ing heart of her unhappy daughter. The poor 
victim: of a mother’s ‘infeinal cruelty liftened 


eagerly to the deceitful fpeeches of her artful 


PerenG and her curiofity was foon raifed to fo 
high © 


540; NZCROMANCER:. 
high..a piteh, that fhe ohe evening ¢afre to 


my lodgings, trembling and fhiyering, toac= 
quaint me with her woe, and to. implore my; | 


affiftance, — I — ar to grant 
pee | | Sy eee at 
| « The reft you very likely know, from the 
relation of your friend: One of my com- 
rades, who. was always ready- to execute my 


commands, acted the ‘ghoft, .and.every, thing 


fucceeded, alas ! toa well.” eo eee 


7 Pa 
te re a 


ee oe ar act sone epee 6j ns 


__ «Bus faffer me fo. drop the dreadfid hor: 


rid tale; this black infernal deed lays heavy 
on my confcience, for it has rendered me 
pul of the ouner: of two.innocent a 


6 : Your seat cares me, fon ees és 


give him a {pecimen. of my talents, which ] - 


readily promifed todo as foon .45, an. oppor: 
tunity fhould offer ;. but, God knows, I did 
not. then mean to perform my promife.””. 


cook art : 2 a6 
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: .*¢-However, the quarrel between the two 


«officers afforded me very foon fuch an. al- 


‘luring opportunity to. difplay my- fkill, :that 


+1 .could not ftand the temptation to perform 


-the moft cunning and fubtle trick. The whole 
tranfaction bears fuch ftrong. marks of the 
marvellous, that you willexpect a long expla- 

“nation, but the contrivance was fo {imple that 
‘a few words wail fuffice | to. unfold to youe that 
ftrange affair.” 

<¢ One morning a foreign officer fent for 

‘and, requefted me, :to compofe an ointment, 

‘which would make himinvulnerable. I ttared 
at him with wonder and aftonifhment ; how- 

ever, when he covered the whole table with 

gold, I' was tempted. to profit-by, his folly, 
and afked him who his antagonift was :' Being 

“told it ws Tdieutenant: C—, I would not nih 
the rifk-of expofing myfelf to‘his refentment, 
and- left che valiant fon of: icipead without li- 
ftening to his. i aaa ee ee 


Stee Tee «¢ The 
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. © The fucceeding day your friend vifited 


me: ‘* Volkert,” faid he, as he entered the 
sroom, “I. heve a job for you: J can give 
you an excellent opportunity to favor me 
with a proof of your fkill, and to get a -hand- 
fome fum of, ~_ into the bargain.”’ 


ey dicta ‘up. my ears, made afew taint 


objections, and at Jength fuffered myfelf to 


be perfuaded.”’ 


.. © As foon as your friend had left me J went 
to Baron T—, who was ftill in bed, without 
shaving the leaft inclination of fighting a duel.’” 


;_. © Baron,” exclaimed J, as I entered his 
room,“ give me: the rhoney, I am: ready to 
ff ORCCHE, your-orders j you. fhall ndt. only 
i. be invulnerable, but alfe leave the field of 

‘battle antl thisxowa.as 4.amen ‘of honor, 
c _ provided nebody knows thes - afe ¥e- 


** turned from yourjoarmmeyi? ci 


ans ae «“ -Thag 
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«That is charming!” exclaimed the un- 


daunted Baron, “nobody befides you and my 


*¢ Jandlord know that i am returned, and 
« him we. can eafily. filence if fecrefy't is ne- 
K° ceffary.” _ 


Then he jumped nimbly out of his bed, 


_and gave me the money. I laid my plan 


‘before him, and he joyfully fubmitted to every 
thing propofed. His landlord and the owner 
of the houfe where-the conjuration was per 
formed, were bribed: The Baron, who acted 
the ghoft, was concealed in a {mall clofet, 
to which he, when the whole tranfaction was 
finifhed, retired, under the cover of a thick 
benumbing. fmoke, which concealed his re- 
treat, and left the town that very night. Thé 
poftman had likewife been bribed to deliver 
the letter, compofed by me and copied by 
the Baron. The certificate of the furgeon- 
#najor was forged, and every = Pee 

to our fatisfaction.” © : 


4 us) . | 1 As 
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‘¢ As to the duel, every thing was effected 
by natural means: I cleaned and charged the 
piftols of Lieutenant C—, and took care to 
fpoil the locks of one brace, and to charge 
the other with wrong bullets. I informed 


the governor of the duel, that Baron T—’s 


courage might be known, and he returned, 
for the fame reafon, to town, as foon as the 
duel was fought, delivering himfelf into the 
hands of the foldiers, who had been ordered 
to arreft the comneeteneee 


.  <°That he might be eae generous, he 
fupplhicated for the enlargment-of his antago- 
nift,and — him the eers rnor’s paron.” 


' The heniouthefs of this deed of mine 
‘will be leffened in your eyes, if I tell you, that 
‘the bullecs in the Baron’s piftols were likewife 
too fmall, fo that Lieutenant C—. could not 
_-be wounded dangeroufly, and the Baron ce 
care not to hurt him materially.” oe 


ae | & Volkert 
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Volkert had, as yet, fpoken with great 
hilarity, and it almoft appeared as if he had 
entirely forgotten his impending doom; but 
fuddenly he grew more ferious and folemn: 
Gloomy clouds of forrow were gathering on 
his brow, the palenefs of his countenance in- 
creafed, his lips were contorted, he gave a 
deep groan of anguifh, and after an awful 
paufe of inward agony, he went on ina fal- 
tering accent.” : 


<< © that I here could conclude the dread- 
ful tale of my tranfgreffions! O thatI had not 
to relate deeds more glaring and abominable! 
deeds which thrill my foul with anguifh, and 
pierce my guilty heart with a thoufand dag- 
gers, pointed by unutterable pangs of a pol- 
luted confcience: However,.I promifed you 
a {ketch of my whole life, and will be as good 
asmy word: Although I fhall not be able to 
give you a full narrative of deeds which fill 
my foul with horror, yet I will go onas well 
as I can.”” 


VOL. Il. H. | «¢ The 
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“The interceffion of Baron T— in my 
behalf, had fo much weight with the gover- 
nor, that he fuffered me to efcape without 
punifhment, and fent me on the recruiting 
bufinefs, in order to get rid of me without 
provoking my anger: O that he had rather 
loaded me with his refentment, than with his 
bounty, and punifhed me as I deferved; per- 
haps it would have opened my eyes and 
brought me back t® the path of honefty.” . 


«My ruin was now completed: I began 
my recruiting bufinefs with great alacrity and 
cheerfulnefs, and found but toomany opportu- 
nities of exerting my plotting fkill, which I did 
with fo much fuccefs, that my comrades were 


aftonifhed, and my fuperiors fo highly pleafed . 


. ‘with my zeal, that they put the greateft con- 
fidence in me, and intrufted me with fums 
which enabled me to abandon myfelf to all 
manner of diffipation; the few remaining 
fparks of honefty and virtue were extinguifh- 
ed 
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ed by degrees, and I was hurrying with ra- 
pid fteps into the abyfs of deftruction.”” ° 


“My diffipations tempted me to defraud 
my fuperiors, and foon intricated me in a 
maze of embarraffment, where I found myfelf 


entirely bewildered. I got acquainted and 


intimately connected with the moft danger- 
ous fort of people, with robbers and their in- 
fernal affociates: Allured by my cunning 
-and artful tricks, they did every thing in their 
power to gain my confidence, and to win me 
over to their party, which, alas! laid the 
foundation to my ruin: I became a fpy, a 
traitor, and, at laft, their accomplice in the 
perpetration of the moft fhocking crimes.”” - 


“My recruiting bufinefs was neolected, 
and my fuperiors were going to call me back: 


- Being not able to give an account of large 


-fums that had been intrufted to me, I could 
not appear before my commanding officer, 


_ and no other means were left me to efcape 


H 2 the 
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the impending ftorm, but ‘to difappear en- 
tirely, which I effected in fuch a manner, 
that every one firmly believed I was no more.” 


<I conduéted ten robbers, difeuifed as re- 
-cruits, through a large town, where many of 
my profeffion refided, and, as foon as we had 
reached the adjacent wood, they took to their 
heels: Iran to the next village, raving like 
a madman, related my misfortune, wept, 
cried, and then returned to the wood, dif- 
fembling to be in the greateft defpair.”’ 


«¢ The robbers, who were waiting for me, | 
-made me pull off my uniform, dreffed a dead 
man in it, who, perhaps, had been murdered . 
for that purpofe, put a piftol in his hand, and 
disfigured him by blowing his brains out.” 


“¢ Now I was no longer Volkert the fer- ” 
jeant; I was Volkert the robber and mur- 
derer; I painted my face, feigned to be 

twenty 
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‘twe nty years older than I really was, and thus 


efcaped being: known by my former ac- 
quaintances; I foon became famous under the 
name of Father Francis, bought houfes in fe- 
veral towns, and every body took me for 
what I appeared to be, an old harmlefs man. 
Yet I was known at length by one of my 
former meffmates, when in the H—n fervice, 
who was recruiting in the empire, and forced 
me to affift him in his bufinefs.” 


_ © Phe cunning rogue had not forgotten 
my fkillin executing deceitful plots, and his 
expectation, that I fhould be of great fervice 
to him by my artifices, did not deceive him. 
I never fpread my nets in vain when I wanted 
to catch a well made young fellow, and we 
had enlifted within a fhort time a great num- 
ber of recruits. How eafy I could remove 
every obftacle I will prove by a fingle in; 
ftance, which will give you a true notion of 
my enbrcated artifices.’” . 
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‘< A well made, young, and amiable Livo- 
man, lodeed with me, at the fame Inn, at 
‘{—, and my affociate took fuch a liking to 
him, that he offered to acquit me of all 
farther icrvices, if I could enfnare this young 
min.” 


“‘T promifed ‘todo my utmoft, and went 
initantly to work, ordering fome of the gang 
_ 1 was conneéted with,-and who then refided 
at T— on account ofthe great fair, to pur- 
Juin his ring, fnuff-box, purfe, and watch, 
returning him the latter in a public place, 
telling him that I had detected the thief.” 


«« This done, I left him fuddenly, without 
giving him time to make farther inquiries, 
my fole view being to excite his curtofity, 
_and to gain his confidence, in which I fuc- 
ceeded admirably. well.”’ 


“The Livonian became very anxious to 


_ get acquainted with me, watched my return 
to the Inn feveral nights, and attempted to , 
converfe 
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converfe with me; in fhort, he was very 1m- 
patient to draw from me an information of 
the means by which I had dete¢ted the thief, 
but I always fhunned him, and baffled his 
endeavours a great while, until, at laft, I 
found it neceffary to pay him a vifit, in order 
to confole him about the lofs ofa bill of ex- 
ehange, which my myrmidons had got in 
their power, along with his pocket-book.” 


«This bill having contained all the little” 
wealth he had got about him, he was under 
the neceffity of either remaining fome time 
longer at T—, or of felling his linen and every 
thing of value, and thus return to his own 
eountry, ina moft diftreffing condition: I 
gave him two notes, each of a hundred dol- 
lars, the binding money from the recruiting 
officer.” 


i] : ~ 


+ 


“« My unexpected vifit and my feeming 
generolicy, put him into the greateft afto- 
H4 nifhmen 
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nifhment, and I left him again abruptly, with- 
out entering into converfation with him.”” 


“ TTe was now enlifted without fufpecting 
ut, but I did not, as yet, know how I could 
put him into the power of my employer ; 
however, my inventive genius foon fuggefted 
to me the proper means of effecting my pur- 
pofe. By fome letters from his mother, which 
I had found in the pocket book, I] had learn- 
ed, that fhe had died a little time before, 
very ill fatisfied with his conduét, on account 
of his diffipations when at. univerfity.”’ 


“The characters engraved on the infide 
of the ring which I had taken from him, be- 
ing the fame with thofe the letters of his 
mother. were figned with, put it out of doubt 
‘that the miniature picture of an old lady it 
was adorned with, mutt be the likenefs of his. 
mother.” 


“< One of my affociates, whofe features had. 
by accident fome refemblance with thofe of 
| the 
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the picture, concealed himfe!f at the inn, — 
paint d his face with chalk, wrapped himfeif 
in a fheet, and went at midnight into the room > 
of the young Livonian, who feemed to wait. 
for my return, to inquire, as I fuppofe, fome 
particulars about the two notes I had given 
him the preceding da:. and. was not a little 
frightened. when-he faw the ghoft of his des. 
ceafed mother entering hisroom. ‘Fhe phan- 
tom walked through his apartment, looked, 
at the watch which was on the table, to fignify. 
that it wanted reft, fighed, gave him a me- 
nacing look, and_left him thrilled with horror 


and amazement..’ 


. © The. day following I ordered.:my myr- 


midons.to watch every ftep of the Livonian, 
and was informed that he was gone intoa tea ~ 


garden, after he had changed the two notes,” 


‘¢ J haftened after him without delay, and 
found him fitting in alonely bower; he did 
not fee me, though I was ftanding clofe by 

Hg _ him, 
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him, being bewildered in gloomy meditations, : 


and talking to himfelf. Suddenly he ex- . 


claimed, ‘No, it was a dream!” It was n 

dream, replied I inftantly. He looked up, 
fiezed with terror and furprife. I promifed to. 
unfold, at ten o’clock at night, all the myfte- 
rious accidents which had happened to him: 
at T—, and, having appointed him to meet. 
me at the city gate, which was within a: 


mall diftance from our inn, difappeared fud- 
a a 


_ «My fpies continued to each all his mo- 
tions during the remainder of the day, and: 
one of them carried every thing that he had 

ft tq the landlord of the Inn where we lodg- 
ed, tMat he might be the more eager to meet. 
me and to fatisfy his curiofity, which had the 
defired effect.” 


<¢ He kept the appointment very punctual, 
but I made him wait above an hour. Juft 
when he was on the point of going home I 
came. walking towards -him with hafty fteps, 
and 
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and conducted him toa lonely public-houfe 
within a {mall diftance from the town, which 
was the ufual haunt of the recruiting officers 
and their affociates.”’ 


‘‘ Having conducted him into a pleafure- 
houfe in the garden, built over a cellar, to 
which a trap door led from the room. where 
we then were. I afked him what he defired 
to know ? and feeing him hefitate to fix on a 
queftion, I inquired if he. fhould not like to 
know his benefactor, who had interefted him- 
felf fo much for him? He confented to it, 
and, having drawn a circle round the trap- 
door, which could be let down from. below, 
I: placed him .to the centre of it. Some of 
my affociates, who were concealed in the cel-. 
lar, imitated the roaring of thunder, during. 
my. conjurations, opened the trap-door and 
eaufed him to fink down into the cellar: He 
who already had acted the ghoft of his mo-. 
ther appeared again in his former difeuife ; 
fome blew powder of calophony . through the 

H6 windows 
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windows of the pleafure-houfe, and every 
thing fucceeded as well as I. could wifh.” 


« The poor young man was ftunned with | 


wonder and furprife, and, feeing the ghoft of 
his mother as he was finking down into the 
cellar, loft all power of recollection. He was 
inftantly. carried into a coach, one ferjeant of 


the recruiting officer féated himfelf by his . 


fide, and another mounted the box, driving 
on with all poffible fpeed, but being: a very 
indifferent coachman, the vehicle was fud- 
denly overturned and one of the unhappy 
young man’s legs was broken.” 


‘When the ferjeants faw it they difen- 
gaged the: horfes from the coach and rode. 
away.. ‘This was indeed a great difafter, but. 
ftill it turned out very fortunate for the young 
man, for a neighbouring nobleman, who faw 
him in his deplorable fituation as he paffed 
| ‘the road, took him to his caftle, fent for pro- 
_ per affiftance, and took fo much care, of the 
young 
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young man, that-he, after a few months, was 
able to return:to his native country, where 
he fafely arrived-without having met with any 


farther: finifter accident.”’ 


«< The recruiting officer, vexed at the mif- 


carrying of ourdefign, now dropped all con- 


nexion with me, and I abandoned myflf en- 
tirely to a life of rapine and plunder.” 


« You will now expect me to rare your: 
adventure at the ruinous Caitle, on the :{kirts: 
of the Black Foreft, but I hope you will fpare: . 
me the difagreeable tafk of enlarging on the. 
particulars, fince you have a. clue, by:the. 
affiftance of which you will eafily extricate 
yourfelf from the maze.of myftery and won-. 


~ der in which you have been bewildered.” 


« Asto the ftrange apparitions in the fub- 
terraneous. vaults, they have likewife been 
effected by the affiftance of the robbers. Some 
of them were concealed in the vaults joining 
to the principal cellar, and the burying vault, 

blowing 


158 NECROMANCER:. 

blowing the artificial flathes of hghtning-- 
through the chinks in the wall, and others 
being concealed in the hidden receffés of the - 
fubterraneous fabric, produced the thunder | 
by means of large kettle drums. The lid of - 
the coffin was opened by a cord, which the 
darknefs concealed from your fight; the fe-_ — 
male figure was the fon of a neighbouring - 
publican, -clofely conneéted with our gangy. 
who already had aéted the. ghoft feverak. 
temes, when curious travellers had vifited the - 
caftle: The light fhooting from the coffin was: 
effected by 2 dark lanthorn, which. previoufly; 
had been. placed to it: The bluith glim-. 
mering you faw in the.other vault, came from . 
aJanthorn compofed of blue elafs, and. placed . 
on the ftaircafe of the cellar.’ d 


“©The fecond -ghoft was one of the rob: 
bers; his fractured disfigured head was made. 
ofan hollowed pumpkin.. Our fudden.re-- 
treat we effected through the iron doors, and 
the ruinous fide building oppofite the cellar. 
door.” : 
ce Th e. 
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. «& The ftench you fmele was effected by 
fome brimftone we had left burning on the 
ftaircafe: The extineuifhing of the light in 
the lamp, hanging over the cenotaph, and of 
that which. you had taken. with you, was 
caufed by a certain fpirit I had poured in it 
as we defcended the ftaircafe:. Perhaps you. 
will recolleé&t that I took it from you before. 
I began. my juggling tricks, as I was leading 


the way into the cellar, The fpirit in the 


lamp. over the cenotaph had previoufly beer | 


' poured ‘into it by. one of my affociates; 


and the fmoke caufed by the artificial light-. 
ning {mothered the light until it evaporated: 
inthe arched vault. After the fecond ap-. 
parition had difappeared, I overturned the. 
lamp; and the reft you will be able t unravel . 


= 7 
* 


_ Now I come to the incident which gave 

you and your friend an opportunity of feeing 
me in my real character, and of detecting my. 
juggling cheating tricks. Every thing has. 
: : | been 
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been carried om and executed under my ee 
rection, here is the key to it.” | 


F< Ever fince the H—n recruiting officer: 
had known me at T—; I vifited that «own. 
very feldom, though I poffeffed a houfe there, 
and was efteemed by. my. neighbours and. 
fellow citizens.”’ 


« An acquaintance of mine who kept a: 
public houfe within a fmall diftance fromT—,. 
took a large Inn at that town, and expected: 
to do very well, but.an adjacent Inn which 
was in great renown,. difappointed all his 
hopes, and reduced him. foon to very. dif-.. 
trefling.circumftances. He difclofed his dif-. 
trefies:to me. as I once happened to come to. 
T—, and I cdvifed him to ruin the neigh-. 
bouring Inn by the introduction of a choft.”’ 


“«¢ The owner.of the houfe had died a little, 
time -ago, and his fon, a young. unexperienced. 
and, fimple lad, carried on the bufinefs. We. 

| bribed | 
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bribed fome of his fervants.to make a noife_ 
in the night, and to fpread the rumour about, 

that the houfe was haunted, and that the late 
poffefior of it appeared at midnight, frighten- 
ing the guefts in a terrible manner..’ 


‘‘ This artifice fucceeded to the utmoft of 
our wifhes, and when IJ left T—,.afew months 
after, the Inn of my friend, which always had’ 
been empty, was crowded with trayellers, 
while that of his neighbour was the lonely 
haunt of the difguifed fpectres.” + 

*¢ Flaving creat reafon to apprehend that 
our machination would: be deteéted,. fooner 
or later, I promifed. my friend, .who drcaded. 
the fame, to return within a twelvemonth, 
and to procure him an opportunity of. pur- 
chafing the haunted Inn, on reafonable terms, 
} was as good as my. word, returned to 
T—, and what farther happened you know.” 


“At firft I was rather uneafy that the fo- 
Fein officer had taken lodgings at the haunt~_ 
- | | ed. 
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ed Inn, and prohibited every noéturnal dift 
turbance, apprehending the whole artifice 
would be detected, but juft as I was go- 
ing to leave T—, without having attempted 
any thing, the cowardice of that officer gave 
me an opportunity ofexecuting my defign.”’ 


_ ‘His comrades, chicken-hearted like him- 
felf, propofed to watch with him in the 
haunted houfe, and their imagination played 
them a trick which, moft unexpectedly, fa- 
vored the execution of my plan.” - 


. They had watched already three fuccef- © 
five nights, without either hearing or feeing 
any thing uncommon; the fourth night: a 
tempeft was raging, without their perceiving 
it, being prevented from doing it by the great 
quantity of punch they had fwallowed, and 
the roaring noife which was the natural con- 
fequence of their inebriation.” 


. “ When they entered the room, after ha-. 
ving been frightened by the howling of the 
. ftorm 
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the ftorm, on their return from the fearch 
they had been making, the tempeft ceafed a 
few feconds, and it was natural that one of 
them, who very wifely looked out of the win- 
dow, could perceive nothing. Being chilled 
with dread and apprehenfion, he forgot to bolt 
the window; his companions had, from like 
reafons, neglected to fhut the door, and the 
firft guft of wind finding no refiftance, threw 
the window and the door fuddenly. open, the 
lights were extinguifhed, and their difordered. 
fancy effected now, what I perhaps would 
have attempted in vain, with all my juggling 
fkill. | Flafhes of lightning illuminated the 
room, the tremenduous roaring of thunder 
fhook the houfe, one of the company over- 
turned the table, in his fright, and they really 
fancied to fee a phantom, which only exifted 
in their difordered imagination, harrowed up 
by fearful apprehenfions and fuperftitious ter- 
tor, What farther happened I need not tell 
you,” . 


c¢.. My: 
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«My fpies informed me of the departure 
of the officer, who had refided at the haunted 
Inn, and of the route he had taken; they like- 
wife apprifed me of his return. I haftened to 
meet him onthe road, and the conjuration 
of the ghoft was agreed on.”’ 


‘«« Being no ftranger to the cowardly difpo- 
fition of his friends, I apprehended not the 
leaft danger from their being prefent at the 
experiment, and willingly confented that he 
fhould bring with him fome of them.”’ 


“ However, 1 was very much miftakens 
becaufe two of them were gentlemen for 
whom I was not prepared, and who had been 
already once deceived by Volkert ; yet I did 
not entirely mifs. my aim, and the haunted 
Inn was fold, foon after, to my friend, on 
very low terms; the fimpleton, who had 
been. the owner of it, and who believed ftill 
in the reality of the apparition, in {pite. af 
what he had feen and heard, when I conjured 
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‘up the the fpirit, and in fpite of reafon and 


good fenfe, having no peace nor reft until he 
had difencumbered himfelf of the poffefMfion 
of ill-gotten wealth.”’ 


‘¢ The apparition itfelf was effected by 


means of a camera-obfcura, in an apartment 


-beneath that where I performed the cheat, 
fome boards in the floor having the night 


béfore been fawed through, after .we had 
made a hole in the ceiling of the lower 
chamber. The -boards which covered the 
apening -clofe to the wall were replaced in 
fuch a manner, that they could be removed 
from below, by: means of which, the fmoke 
could afcend from the lower apartment, and 
reprefent the picture in the machine—{fmoke 
and darknefs put the finifhing ftroke. to ee 
er 


“TI left, like your friend, T— the next 


‘Morning, with the firm refolution to return 


HO more, apprehending to be delivered up to 
the 
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the vengeance of the civil power, in {pite of 
your generofity, and having loft my good 
character forever. On my journey I hap- 
pened to come to the houfe where you was 
confined, and felt the higheft fatisfaction when 
I had itin my power to make you fome a- 
tonement for the many wrongs you had fuf- 
fered by me. My intention was to live here 
in A—, in folitude and retirement, and to 
dedicate the reit of my miferable life to re- 
pentance, and thus to make my peace with 
God: But my former lawlefs companions 
foon found out my retreat and forced me to 
renew my crimes, ard to affift them in their 
infernal deeds.”’ | 


“The crime for which ] am. confined 
here you very likely know: AHI can fay, 
in order to palhate this laft tranfereffion, is, 
that it is one of the nobleft deeds I ever per- 
formed, and it would not give me the leatft 
-uneafinefs, if the execution of it had net 
brought. deftruction .on other people befide 
myfelf.”’ | 

| Here 
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Here Volkert ftopped, fatioued and ex- 


haufted by the long narrative: I converfeda 
good while longer with him on his conjura- 
tions, and could not help mentioning, that I 
was very much furprifed that his deceptions - 
could have been kept fo concealed, though 
he had always been obliged to rely on the — 


_ affiftance of other people: To which he re- 


plied, 
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Your obfervation is very juft, but your 


furprife will vanith,if you confider, that 
my affiftants in cheating people, bore their - 
fhare in the frauds I committed, and, of 
courfe, would not have efcaped punifh- 
ment, if they had not kept fecret all tranf- 


actions of that ndture.’’ 


‘Its more furprifing,” added he, “ that 
one is always certain to find people who 
will lend their affiftance in cheating their 


‘ “fellow citizens, and it is almoft incredible 
how willing every one is to affift any im- 
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poftor in deceiving others. Yet I donot 
think that the fource of that intriguing dif- 
pofition, fo common among all claffes of 
men, fprings from the depravity of human- 
nature, I rather would attribute it to 
the pleafure every one feels, when he can 
prove the fuperior powers of his genius, 
which is the head fpring that animates us 
as well to good as to bad actions, and, if 
guided by a benevolent heart, and good 
principles, raifes us above the common 
herd, and leads us to honor and glory.” 


As I rofe and was going to leave the prifon 


Volkert fqueezed my hand, and faid, witha 
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faltering voice, 


‘To-morrow at this hour I fhall be no 
more ; to-morrow, at this hour I fhall have 
feen the Supreme Judge of human kind: 
I fhudder when I think that I muft‘appear 
before his awful throne; yet there is ftill 


one confolation fupporting me, one confo- 
“¢ lation 


a ee -. 


NECROMANCER. 169 


«¢ Jation that, as yet, has warded off the deadly 
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arrows of defpair, and, I truft, will comfort 
me in my trying hour, and when he who 
dwelleth in heaven fhallfpeak tome. This 
confolation, friend, give me leave to call you | 


by that facred name, this confolation is not. 


the vain groundlefs expectation that I fhall- . 
atone for my fins, by fuffering the ‘punifh-- 
ment that awaits me; No! If I had a 
hundred lives to lofe, I could not atone for 
my manifold crimes: This confolation: 


¢ confifts in the perfuafion that. I -fhall be- 


made a warning example of the dread con-' 
fequences attending the. criminal abufe: 
of the intellectual powers the great ruler of: 
the univerfe has given .us,. and that the:. 


world will be warned on a like 
myfelf.”” 


| When . had finithed I bade him a lath: 
farewell, in a faltering accent, and left the 


unhappy man, who faid to me, as I opened 
the door, | | 
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‘<< Come to-morrow to the place of execu- 
“ tion, your prefence will give me com- 
“fort!” 


«© T left the prifon loft in gloomy thought, 
and with a bleeding heart. The difmal idea 
of the awful fcene which was to be exhibited 
the next day, haunted me where ever I went, | 
and I ftrugeled in vain to chafe it from my 
mind: The iolemn ftillnefs.of the night ra- 
ther increafed than diminifhed my uneafinefs, 
and fleep entirely fled from my weary eyes. 
The dawn of the rofy morn cheered the whole 
creation, but my foul was pierced with hor- 
ror when the firft ray of the —_ fun hailed 
me on my coneM: 4 
At lenoth the flaca found of bells an- 
nounced the approaching hour of execution ; I 
wrapped myfelf in my cloak, and repaired with 
trembling fteps to the place where Volkert was 
to atone for his crimes, The ftreets were 
crowded with a noify multitude: Haunted 

by 
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by fecret awe did IJ arrive at the place of ex- 
ecution, and horror made my blood nun chill 
as I beheld the dreadful pile, which foon was 
to reduce to afhes the preferver of my life. 


A gaping multitude was ftanding around, 
awaiting with cruel infenfibility, and with 
more than beaftly fatisfaction, the dreadful 
cataftrophe which was to terminate the life of 
their fellow creatures. 


Without recollection was I ftanding amid 
the crowd, when, fuddenly a confufed noife 
was heard, and every eye directed to one {pot: 
‘Lifting up my “downcaft looks, I beheld the 
funeral proceffion drawing near with flow fo- 
lemnity: Volkert was walking in the front 
with firm and manly fteps, followed by his 
ghaftly looking fellow fufferer: The pro- 
ceffion ftopped at the enclofure, encircling the 
Scaffold, and’ Volkert’s ‘eyes were anxioufly 
ooking around ; at length he faw me, nodded 
to me, witha grateful file, and entered th= 

enclofure. 
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His trembling fellow fufferer was firft fa- 
crificed by the avenging hand of juttice. I 
caft my eyes to the ground until I perceived 
by the murmuring noife around, that his fuf- 
ferings were over. Now] directed again my 
melancholy looks towards the dread place of 
execution, and beheld Volkert undreffing 
himfelf, and approaching with firmnefs the 
ftool ftained with the fmoaking blood of his 
friend. Now he was feated, the fword of the 
executioner lifted up—now it glittered in the 
morning fun, ready to {trike the fatal blow. 
1. fhut my eyes involuntarily—a fudden hol- 
ow humming told me that Volkert had con- 
guered. Awful fenfations thrilled my palpita- 
ting heart, and I forced my way through the 
gaping multitude without looking once more 
towards the horrid place where Volkert had 
expired... | - | 
*  Atthe city gate I looked back and beheld 
with horror a thick column of fmoke afcend- 
‘ing aloft and darkening the pure ferene air; 
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I could not ftand the hornble fight, and ha- 
{tened to my apartments, determining to leave 
a place immediately, in which my peace of 
mind had been fo much difturbed. 


But being informed that the Captain of the 
gang would be examined the following day, 
curtofity got fo far the better of my impa- 
tience to leave as foon as poffible a town 
where every object recalled to my mind the 
haplefs fate of my preferver, that I refolved 
to. ftay one day longer, and very glad Iam: © 
that I took that refolution: The account 
this man gave of himfelf being fo fineular and 
remarkable, that. I was amply repaid for the 


- melancholy and grief which haunted me with 


unabating fury, whilft I tarried’ within the. 
walls of the town where my OCR arOr had 
been executed. : 


- ee © Phe trial began at fix o’clock in the 


| morning, and I took care to be in the town 


iad before the terrible leader of the rob-. 
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bers had made his appearance at the bar, 
Every one prefent feemed ftruck with ter- 
ror when he entered the hall, 


He was of a. gigantic make, near feven 
feet high, his robuft limbs eorrefponding with 
his extraordinary fize; his black and bufhy 
hair covered part of his fun-burnt face, which 
was disfieured by two gaping fears acrofs 
his left cheek. His eye, for he had but 
one left, flathed like lightning when he be- 
held the dread arbiters of life and death ea- 
ger to pronounce his doom. ‘The judge ex- 
horted him to fpeak the truth, and not to ag- 


gravate his guile by ftubbornnefs. How- | 


ever nobody expected that a wretch of his 


appearance would pay the leaft regard to gen- - 


tle admonitions, and perhaps. remain filent 
even under the tortures of the rack. His 
favace look and lofty mien feemed to be- 
token an haughty fpirit; not. eafy to be. fub- 
dued, J at leaft had entertayned not the moft 
diftant hope of haying my.curiofity gratified 
in fo fatisfactory a Magner as he really did. 
Imagine 


ry 


NECROMANCER. 175 


Imagine therefore my aftonifhment when 
contrary to all expectation, he began. 


« My Lord and Gentlemen, 


‘Tam in your power, and well aware that 
nothing can avert my impending doom, 
“¢ T fcorn the tortures of the rack and bid de- 
“¢ fiance to every human effort, to force me 


“ toa confeffion of my crimes: You might 


‘ tear my limbs afunder,. and kill me by 


_ inches, and yet would never extort a fingle 


«© word from my lips, if I had no other rea- 
‘* fons to deal candidly with you. However 
 ¥ will fpare you that trouble, and honeftly 
confefs. my crimes, their origin, and their 
 progrefs; being ftrongly perfuaded that the 


¢ hiftory of my life will afford a ufeful leffon 
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to judges, and teach the guardians of the 


-£ people to be careful how they inflict pu- 
--.nifhments if they will. not make a complete 
- rooue of many a haplefs wretch, who would 
_ © have been recalled to his duty, and pre- 
“© ferved to the human fociety, by. gentle 


14 “treatment 
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treatment: I never fhould have become 
a robber, had not the too great feverity of 
the laws made me an enemy to the hu- 
man race, and hurned me to the bnnk 
of black defpair. I know my doom is 
fixed; however, if your heart is no ftran- 
ger to pity, you will at leaft not refufe a 
tear of humanity to a poor unhappy man, 
who has been dragged by dire fatality into 
the path of vice, and forced to commit 
deeds his foul abhors.” 


Here he ftopped. Awful filence fwayed 


around, and my curiofity was harrowed up 
to the higheft degree, when he began nearly 
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‘in the following ftrain. 


‘<Y am the fon of an Inn-keeper at A—, 
whofe name was Wolf, and who died when 


‘ I had reached my twenty-fourth year. I 


fucceeded him in his bufinefs, which be~ 
ing but indifferent, many of my hours 
were unemployed: Being an only fon, I 
had. been mipeles de my parents, who were 
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¢¢ delighted with my wanton pranks and in- 
cc dulged me in every thing. Grown up,, 
cc girls complained of my impudence when I 
‘¢ was but twelve years old; and the boys of 
«¢ the village paid homage to my inventive. 
« genius.. Nature had not dealt niggardly. 
¢¢ with me in refpect of bodily endowments; 
‘© however, an unfortunate kick from a horfe 


- disfigured my face in fuch a manner, that 


ce the girls of the village fhunned me, and 
ce my play llows took frequent opportuni~ 
“© ties to make me an objet of their merri- 
<* ment. The more my female acquaint- 
“© ances avoided me, the more the defire of 
‘* pleafing took rootin my heart. AsI grew 
“«< up, I was given to fenfuality, and perfuaded 
‘ myfelfto bein love. The object of my 
< flame treated me with fcorn, and I had 
«<' reafon to apprehend that my rivals were 
“> more fuccefsful than I; however the girk 
‘« was poor, and I had reafon to hope that her” 
“< heart, which was inacceffible to my vows 
“« and prayers, would yield to prefents, which 
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<¢ I knew not how to procure, ‘the {mall in- 
“* come my bufinefs afforded me being en- 
‘¢ tirely fwallowed up by the vain efforts I 
«* made to render my perfon lefs difgufting. 
« Being too much additted to idlenefs to 
“exert myfelf in’ amending my circum- 
ftances, and too ambitious to change my 
expenfive mode of life, I had only one 
mean left to improve my fortune, which 
thoufands before me had tried with more 

fuccefs.” 
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“ The village in which I lived gave me ah 
opportunity ofcommitting depredations on 
the game, and the money I raifed in that 
way wandered regularly intw the hands of 
“* my miftrefs. Robert, a game-keeper to 
the Lord of the Manor, was one of the ad- 
mfirersof Jenny, which was the name of 
my paramour; he foon obferved the ad- 
vantage which my prefents procured me 
over him, and being fpurred by envy and 
« jealoufy, he watched me clofely: By de- 
© grees he “— to refort te the Sun, which 
<< was 
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was the fion of my Inn, moré frequently 
than ever, and his prying eye foon de- 
tected the fource of ay libéral gifts.” ”’ 


|. & A. very rigorous law acainift ected. 
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ing had been renewed not long before, and 
Robert was indefatigable to “and an op- 
portunity of getting rid of his rival. - He 
fucceeded but too foon ; I was caught in 
the very act of fhooting a deer, and con- 
demned to be fent to the houfe of correc 
tion: It coft: me-all my little remaining 
fortune to buy off that punifhment. Ro- 
bert had gained Bl aim, and Jenny’ S heart 
was loft to me.’ 


en » 


_ © Glowing refentment rankled in my breatft 


“ee 
«ee 
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and I was determined to be revenged as 
foon as a proper opportunity fhould offer. 
Poverty and want, hunger and defpair, 


‘tempted me once more to have recourle 


“City game-ftealing, and Robert’s watchful* 
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nefs furprifed me a fecond trme. - Being 
reduced to the loweft degree of poverty, 
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“© it waS not in my power to gild the hands 
“ of juftice a fecond time, and I was com-. 
<< mitted for a whole year to the houfe of 
“* correction in the refidence. Every lath of 
“ the goaler’s whip gave new {ftrength to. 
<< my refentment, the feparatiot from my 
“¢ miftrefs increafed my paffion, and I ha- 
“© ftened on the wings of love and revenge 
“€ to my native place, as foon as I] had ‘been 
“ fec-at liberty. I flewto Jenny, but was 
“« denied admittance and treated with fcorn. 
‘© The pinching want having fubdued my 
«¢ pride and lazinefs, I offered my fervicesto 
“f the rich, in the village, but nobody would 
‘**< employ a fellow who had been imprifon- 
« ed in the houfe of correction.” 


a 


“ Preffed by hunger and dire neceflity, and 
<< foiled in all my attempts at getting an ho-~ 
“< neft livelihood, I renewed my depredations 
‘“‘ onthe game, and was entrapt a third time 
*¢ through Robert’s watchfulnefs. The re- 
“« peated infringements on the game laws 
had aggravated my gui; The judges 

* looked 
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€¢ looked mto the records of the law, but not 
«< into the heart of the tranfgreffor, paid no 
«< regard to the plea of want and dire necef. 
t¢ firy, and fentenced me to have the mark 
«¢ of a gibbet burnt on my back, and to work 
«© three years in the fortifications.” 


‘* At the clofe of that term I recovered my 
*¢ liberty a fecond time, and here on a 
** new period of my life.” 


«I was entirely changed, having entered 
« the fortrefs as a common tranfgreffor, and 
¢ left it as a confummate villain. I was not 
<¢ entirely -divefted of all fentiments of honor 
¢* when I-was confined; however the few re- 
«© maining fparks of ambition were foon ex- 
«© cinguifhed by ignominy, being confined in 
“¢ one room with twenty-three malefactors, 


“© two of whom were murderers, and all the 


‘¢’ reft famous thieves and vagabonds. -I was 
*« laughed at, when mentioning the name of 
‘S* God, and urged every day to utter blaf 


saint againgt our — Redeemer! My 


** fellow 
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«< fellow prifoners fung obfcene fongs to me, 
which I could not hear without difguft and 


‘ horror, and commxted actions which I 


cy 


nH“ 


could not behold without blufhing. Every 
« day new rogueries were related, or wicked 
defigns fabricated. : 


«At firft I avoided the company of that 
abominable fer of wretches as much as. 
poffible, hiding myfelf in the remogeft cor- 
ners of the prifon ; however, I wanted a 
companion in my folitude, and the cruelty 
‘ of my goaler had refufed me even the 
poor confolation of taking my dog with 
me. My labour was hard and my health 


« declining: I wanted affiftance, and, to be 


tn) 
ray 


fincere with you, I was in need of comfort, 
which, fcanty as it was, I could not obtain 
without facrificing the laft- remains of my 
ROniCence: 


« Thus I ufed myfelf by degrees to hear 
without difguft, the moft horrid language, 
« and to behold without averfion, and. at 
_ length 
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lenoth with fecret pleafure, the moft fhock- 
‘ing actions; before the termination of my 
confinement ] was fuperior in. wickednefs 
to my inftructors in villany, and began to 
thirft with increafing impatience for liberty 


‘and revenge: ¥ hated the whole. human 


race, becaufe every oné of my fellow crea- 


. tures was either happier or lefs wicked than 
myfelf; I fancted to be.a martyr to the na- 


tural rights of man, and a victim of glaring 
injuftice. -] rubbed my chains againft the’ 
wall in a fit of frenzy, crinding my teeth — 
when the fun was rifing behind the rock 
on which the fortrefs ftood, and experi- 
enced with unutterable agony, what a hell 
am extenfrve view creates in the bofom of 


a pee 


“The free air whiftling through the iron 
grates of my window, and the fwallow 
perching on the mafiy bars, feemed to 
mock me with their liberty, and rendered 
my imprifonment more hateful and horrid 


“tome. Seized with the burning fangs of 


*« defpair, 
2 
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‘¢ defpair, I vowed unrelenting and burnng 
revenge to the whole human race, and have 
“¢ been as good as my word.” 


¢ 


wn 


«© The firft idea which rufhed upon my 
“¢ mind as foon as I faw myfelf at liberty, was 
that of my native village. I hadindeed not 
*© the leaft glimmering of hope to meet there. 
<¢ with the fmalleft affiftance in my diftrefs; 
«* however I entertained fanguine hopes to 
<* glut my revenge, which gave wings to my 
“¢ fteps. My heart beat violently when my 
‘‘ impatient eye beheld the fteeple of the 
‘¢ village; however, it was not that fweet fa- 
“¢ tisfaction which I had felt on my firft pil- 
** grimage, which was now heaving in my 
‘© bofom. The recollection of all the mis- 
«* fortunes and cruel perfecutions I once had 
‘¢ fuffered there awakened me fuddenly from 
«a kind of ftupefaction ; all my wounds be- 
«© oan to bleed anew: I quickened my iteps, 
‘«* anticipating the pleafure it would afford 
«< me to ftrike my ehemies with terror by 
«“ my fudden appearance, and to feaft my 
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2 tee eyes on the pangs: of the povene victims 


‘© of my vengeance.’ 


© The bells were ringing to fummon the 
* inhabitants to the church when I made my 
appearance in the market-place: I was 
“© foon known by the inhabitants, who were 
‘< going to church, and every one who met 
“ me ftarted back at the fight ofme. Ha- 
ving always been very fond of children, I 
© could not refift the involuntary impulfe of 
‘«< giving a penny to a boy who was fkiping 
“ by; he ftared at me. for a moment: and 


*¢ then threw the money in my face. Ifmy 


«© blood had not been heated fo much, I 


“ fhould.have recollected that my long and 


«¢ bufhy beard had frightened the poor boy} 


«¢ however, my polluted heart had_ infected 


s¢ my reafon, and tears, which I never had 
** fhed in my my were ——- down my 
ss cheeks, ef sp : 


ee The boy does not know who I am, nor 
‘Whence I came, faid I, half loud to myflf, 
« and 
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Pe ee that ee are returned at daft ; 


and yet he avoids me like a wild ferocious | 
beaft: Is my black heart marked on my 
brow, or have I ceafed refembling a hu- 
man being, becaufe I am fenfible that I 
hate all human kind? The contempt of 
that boy grieved me morethan my long 
imprifonment, becawe I had treated him 
kindly, and could not -accufe him of per- 
fonal hatred,” 


“ I feated myfelf ona large ftone oppo- 
fite the church: What intention I had I do - 
not know, however I remember very well 
that I rofe up in a fit of burning rage when 
I fw that all my former acquaintances paf- 
fed by -with vifible contempt, and arco 
deigned to look at me.” 


“T lef my ftation in an agony of vex- 
ation, to find out a lodging, and asI was 
turning round the corner ofa ftreet 1 met 
my Jenny. ‘My dear Wolf,’. fhe ex- 
claimed, and offered to embrace’mé, * God 


“| 
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 T had fhunned all Human. fociety, becaufe 
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« J have fhed many a bitter tear during your 


' & abfence!? Hunger and mifery were mark- 


«© ed in her face, and I beheld with horror 


« that. fhe was infected with an ignominiaus 


«« illnefs: Her tattered raiment and her whole 
4© appearance told me plainly what a mifer- 
« able wretch fhe was. I foon gueffed the 
* origin of her abject fituation, concluding 
“ by the fight of fome dragoons that foldiers 


had been quartered in the village. ‘ Sol- 


“ dier’s {trumpet !’’ I exclaimed, and turned 
«* my back to her with an exulting laughter 
«© It gave me fome fatisfaction to fee her in+ 
‘* fidelity rewarded in fo fhocking a manner. 
«< T never had eke her eee e 


7 “My mother was dead, aad my houfe 
«« had. been fold for, the benefit of the cree 
*< ditors: I had no friend, no money, except 
“a few groats; every body fled me ‘like a 
“< mad dog, however I was. dead to (ame 
“ and difgrace. After my firft inprifonment 


ccf 
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*¢ T could not ftand the contempt I met with © 
‘¢ every where. Now I intruded upon them, 
‘© and it afforded me a malicious fatisfaCthion 
“to drivé them away by my appearance : 
« It gave mea pleafure, becaufe I had no- 
‘© thing farther. to lofe, and nobody to care 
for ; I had no farther occafion for the leaff 
“© good quality, becaufe nobody believed I 
“* had one left; the whole world was open to 
** me, and perhaps I fhould have been able 
** to recover the character of an honeft man 
** ina diftant province, however I had no 
“ courage to affume even the mafk of ho- 
nefty; defpair and difgrace had forced thefe 
fentiments upon me, and I perfuaded my- 
*« felf that every fenfe of honor was ufelefs 
€€ to me, fince I had no claim to the {malleft 
‘¢ fhare of it. Ifmy vanity and pride had 
« maintained their dominion over me, I cer- 
** tainly fhould have put an end to my ex- 
“ iftence; I did not know myfelf what my 
** intentions were, I wanted to do mifchief 
<¢ fo much I knew; I wifhed to deferve my | 

a fate. 
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s¢ fate. ©The laws,’ faidI to myfelf, <are . 
“‘ the guardians of human happinefs, and 
‘© therefore I will do whatever is in my power 
*¢ to fubvertthem. . Neceffity and thought- - 


“© lefinefs had once compelled me to fin, 


ee but now I did it voluntarily becaufe it gave 
‘ me pleafure.” 


“A 


cc I had again recourfe to game-ftealing, 


“ for hunting had always been my chief paf- 
S fion, and life calicd for fupport: But this 
“* was not the fole motive which prompted 
s© me to reaffume my former favorite occu- 
** pation; the defire of bidding defiance to 


cc 


the laws and to infringe the prerogatives 


** of the prince was an additional impulfe; J 


«‘ had no apprehenfion of being taken up 


« once more, for now I had a ball in readi- 
“© nefs to ftop the mouth of my informer, 


** and was fure I.could not mifs my aim,”’.. 


s¢ T killed all the deer silichs came iA 
«my way, felling only a few pieces on the 
“ frontiers, the remainder I left behind to | 
° “* rot 
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rot. J lived very fparing in order to be 
able to afford the expences for powder and 
fhot. My depredations and the havoc J 
made in the foreft, caufed a great alarm, 
but nobody fufpected me, my miferable 
appearance fcreened me, from fufpicion 
and my name was forgotten.” 


«« This mode of life I continued for feveral 
months without being detected. One 
morning I was rambling through the foreft 
purfuing the traces of a deer. Having 
hunted without fuccefs two tedious hours, I 
began to give up every hope of coming at 
my prey, when I fawit at once within the 
reach of my gun. I took my aim and was 
going fo fire, but ftarted fuddenly back, 
when I faw a hat upon the ground not far 


from me. I looked around with great 
‘circumfpection and beheld Robert, the 


game-keeper, ftanding behind the trunk — 
of an oak, and aiming at the fame deer 
which J intended to kill, My blood froze 
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in my veins as I beheld the author of all 


-my misfortunes; and this very man whom 


I hated moft among the whole human 
race, was within reach of my fufee: In- 
fernal joy thrilled my whole frame, I would 
not have exchanged my gun for the uni; 
verfe; the burning revenge which "till 
‘then had been rankling in my bofom, rofe 
up into my finger’s a, which was going 
to put an end to my adverfary’s life; how- 
ever an invifible hand feenied to retain my 
arm to prevent the horrid deed: I trem- 
bled‘ violently as I direéted my gun againft 
my foe—a chilly fweat bedewed my face—y 
my teeth began to chatter, as ifa fever 
froft had feized my frame—methought I 
felt the icy fang of death upan al heart, 
ane 5 nerve was quivermg.” 
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- «© T hefi tated a minute—one more clapfed 


—and now a ‘third. Revenge and con4 
“fcience. were flruge ling violently for vic- 
tory—the former gained hi Robert Jay 
" weltering 4 in his blood ! 
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«© My gun dropped on the ground when 
Robert fell—Murderer, Romer I with 
quivering lips—the foreft was as filent as 
a church-yard, and I heard diftin¢tly the 
word murderer. Creeping nearer to the 
{pot where my enemy was fwimming in his 
blood, I faw him juft expire. I ftood a 
dreadful minute of grifly horror before my 
murdered foe, as if petrified—a yelling 
laughter reftored me to the ufe of my fen- 
fes: ¢ Wilt thou any more tell tales, good 
friend,’ faid I, ftepping boldly nearer, and 
turning him upon his back. His eyes 
were wide open, I grew ferious, and every 
power of utterance fled; ftrange and hor- 
rid fenfations chilled my heart.” 


ay oe! 


 « *Till then I had been a tranfgreffor of 
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the laws on the fcore of the difgrace I had 


fuffered, but now I had perpetrated a deed 


for Which I had not yet atoned. An hour 
before that horrid aétion, no man living 
would have been able to perfuade me that 
there was a more abject being upon earth 

“ than 
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*¢ than myfelf, but now I began to fancy that 
“I had been enviable an hour ago.” 


“ Not the moft diftant idea of God’s 


« judements came in my mind; however I 


© had a confufed notion of halter and gibbet, 


‘’ and of the execution of a murderer which 
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I had witneffed when a boy. The idea of 
having forfeited my life froze my very 
foul with dreadful fear: I wifhed ardently 
that it might be in my power to reftore to 
life my flain enemy, and racked my brain 
to recall to.my recollection all the inju- 
ries he had made me fuffer, but, ftrange 
to tell, my memory feemed to be entirely 


extinguifhed, I could not recall a thadow | 
of all the ideas, which, but a quarter of an: 


hour ago had filled my foul with glowing 
revenge; I could not conceive how I could 
commit fuch a horrid deed.” 


< 


“TI was ftill ftanding. by the corpfe in a 


_kind of ftupefaétion, when I was roufed 
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<¢ from my defponding reverie by the crack- 
‘© ing of whips, and the creeking of waggons 
‘© on the high road, which was about z mile 
‘¢ diftant from the fpot where I then was.” | 


<<] went mechanically deeper into the fo- 
* reft, and, recollecting on the way that | 
“© Robert had been ufed to wear a watch, I 
‘¢ wifhed to get it in my poffeffion. I want- | 
‘“‘ ed money to reach the frontier, and yet 
«¢ T had. no courage to return to the place 
‘‘ where the corpfe lay, the idea of the devil - 
‘© and the omniprefence of God rufhing fud- 
*¢ denly on my mind. I ftruggled a few 
‘* moments, and having fummoned all my 
‘¢ boldnefs, determined to go back and fetch : 
“‘ the watch in defiance of God and the 
«< devil.” 


“* green purfe a little more than a dollar, 
« filver coin: As I was going to put both 
. « in my pocket, I ftarted fuddenly back and 
© confidered whether I fhould take: it or 

“© not. 


“¢] found what I had expected, and in a | 
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“ not. It was no fit of fhame, nor was it 
‘¢ fear to agcravate my crime through rob- 
‘¢ bery ; it was rather fcorn, which prompted 
‘me to fling the watch upon the ground, 
“ and to take only one half of the money. 


© T wanted to be thought an enemy of the 


 game-keeper but not his robber.” 


‘“NowI fled deeper into the foreft. I 
‘ knew that it extended itfelf four German 
« miles* towards the north, where the fron 
¢ tiers of the country began. I fled on the 


wn 


© wings of fear ’till noon; the fwiftnefs of 


“« my flight had difpelled the agony of my 
“© confcience ; however, it returned with re- 
«« doubled violence as my ftreneth began to 
¢ be exhanfted ; a-thoufand erifly phantoms 
* tortured my fancy, and filled my foul with 
‘ dreadful bodings, I had no other choice 
“ but either to put an end to my wretched 
** exiftence, or to drag on a life embittered 
“by a continual fear of dying under the 
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* A German Mile is Five and a Half Englith. 
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hand: of the executioner: I had not the 
courage to rid myfelf of a painful exift- 
ence, and fhuddered at the idea of leading 
a life of never ceafing torments.” 


‘* Hemmed in between the certain tor- 
tures of life and the uncertain horrors of 
eternity, equally averfe to life and to death, 
I finifhed the fixth hour of my flight, an 
hour abounding with agonies, which no 
living man can form an idea of.” 
«© Gloomy and flow I had purfued a nar- 
row foot-path, which led through the 
darkeft thicket, when fuddenly a rough 
commanding voice ordered me to ftop. 
The voice was not far off ; agony and the 
horrors of defpair, which had affumed their 
dreadful fway over me, had made me entirely 
regardlefs to the objects around me, my 


‘eyes were caft to the ground, and I had 


covered part of my face with my hat, as 
if that could have hidden me from the eye 
66 of 
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of the lifelefs creation. Starting and lift- 
ing up my eyes, I fawa favage looking 
man coming towards me: He was armed 
with an enormous: club, his figure was 
of a monftrous fize, my firft furprife 
at leaft had made me think fo, and the - 
colour of his face was of the mulatto hue, 
which gave to the white of a fquinting eye 
additional terrors. Inftead of a girdle he 
had his green buttonlefs great coat tied 
with a thick cord, to which an. enormous 
knife and a brace of piftols were faftened. 
I had quickened my fteps when his ter- 
rible voice affailed my earsy but. he foon 
came up with me and ftopped me with a 
powerful erm. The found of a Human 
voice had filled my foul with terror, how- 
ever, the fight of a ruffian raifed my fpi- 
rits: In my miferable fituation I had full 
reafon to tremble at the fight of an honeft 
man, but none at all at that ofa eee 


‘¢ Whoart thou: o Se the frightful : 


apparition in my ear.’ 
K 3 “Thy 


i Fe 


198 NECROMANCER. 
«Thy equal,” was my reply, “if thow 
‘¢ really art what thy appearance befpeaks.” 


‘*This is not the right way. What oul 
nefs haft thou here?” 


nw 
vw“ 


‘ And what right haft thou to queftion 
“© me?’ I replied in a determined accent.” 


“¢ The terrible man meafured me with his 
looks from tip to toe: He feemed to 
** compare my haughty anfwer with my de- 
“ fencelefs fituattion—* Thou art impudent 
‘¢ like a beggar,” he refumed at length.” 


¢€ 


nw 


“¢ Very poffible, I have been ane but yef- 
se terday. 9 


“He laughed, exclaiming with a korrid 
«© grin, “ My honeft friend, I hope thou doeft 
€ not prefume to be thought aes bet- | 
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«‘ That 1s nothing to thee,” fo faying I 


wanted to purfue my way.” 


« Fairly and foftly, my dear boy, why in 


fuch a hurry ? What weighty bufinefs is it 


which makes thee run fo faft?”’ | 


“° T mufed a moment, and cannot conceive 
what prompted me to reply in a flow ac- 
cent, ‘‘life is fhort and hell everlafting.” 


«© He flared at me with a ghaftly look, «I 
will be damned,” he refumed at length, 
if thou haft not ftumbled. againft a ua 
‘on thy way.” 


“It may come to that one time, farewell, 
comrade.” 


. “. | 
Stay a moment longer,” he exclaimed, 


taking a tin bottle from his hunting pouch 
and offering it to me after he had fwallow- _ 


© eda large draught: The hurry of my fright 


K 4 “Sand 
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¢ 


n~ 


and the dreadful agonies of mind I had 
undergone had reduced my ftrength very 
low, and my rarched lips had not been 
moiftened with one refrefhing draught that 
whole unfortunate day. Famine had al-— 
ready ftared me horribly in the face, in - 
that extenfive foreft, where three miles 
around no refrefhment could be procured, 
_you may therefore eafily think how joy- 
fully I accepted this offer. I fwallowed 
oreedily the contents of the bettle, and new 
ftrength animated my whole frame, my 
heart was expanded with new courage, and 
hope and love for life returned in my de- 
fponding heart ; I began to fancy that I was 
not wholly miferable ; fo much relief af- 
forded me that welcome draught, and I 
mutt confefs that my fituation began to ap- 
pear lefs dreadful to me, fince I, after a’ 
 thoufand mifcarried hopes, had found at 
‘¢ Jaft a being that bore fome refemblance 
<* with me. In the defponding fituation in 
which I was, I would not have hefitated to 
| ** pledge 
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<¢ pledge the health of an infernal PHD in 
© order to have a confidant.” 

‘¢ Meanwhile my new companion had 
‘¢ ftretched himfelf upon the grals, and. I fol- 
ae lowed his example.” 


“« Thy brandy has given me new life,”’ faid 
“<I, “we muft be better acquainted with 
each other.” 


¢¢ He ftruck fire and lighted his pipe.” 


“Ts it long fince thou hat carried on this 
cc. ‘trade: sd 


‘ 


._,. € Efe eis at me _. « What ‘means that 


€§ ‘queltion ?” 


I took the knife oe his . pirdle, re- 


ee fuming, ‘¢ Ffas this inftrument done much 
“* execution,” 


et gees . ae Who 
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‘© Who art thou2” he roared in 3 ternble _ 


<* accent, flinging his pipe on the. = and 
“ flarting up.” 


cA pratense like aaa only a be- 
<¢ pinner.’? 


‘* He gazed at me and took up his pipe.” 


‘¢ Thou art no inhabitant of thefe diftridts,”” 
‘« he refumed, at length.” 


« Tam; haft thou heard of Wolf, the inn- 
‘© keeper, at A—-?”’ 7 


_  ©#He ftarted up as if frantic, exclaiming 

© in a rapturous accent, ‘ Wolf the inn- 
‘¢ keeper, who has been punifhed fo feverely 
“ for game-ftealing ?”’ 


‘ 


‘© That very man Iam.” 


-*© Welcome, comrade, a thoufand: times 
es melee! he exclaimed, fhaking me joy- 
3. | < fully 


Se bape eee 
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¢ fully by the hand, ‘how glad am I that I 
¢¢ have found thee at laft, I have been many 
«« many months in fearch of thee; I know 
«© thee very well, know all what thou haft 
‘© fuffered, and have been longing for thy 
as affiftance this great while.” 


« F or my affiftance ? To what nial be? 


“« Every body {peaks of thee: Thou haft 
‘“‘ many enemies, haft fuffered glaring inju- 
ries, haft been. entirely: ruined and perfe- 
“* cuted with unheard of feverity."—He arew 
“ warm.—‘ They have immured thee in.the 


nw 
a 


. © houfe. of correction, have treated:thee like 


“ a galley-flawe at the fortrefg, have {tripped 
thee of thy fortune, and reduced thee to: 
** beggary; becaufe thou haft killed 3 few 


f 


_ © paltry deer, which the Prince fuffers to 


“¢ prey on our corn; and.to rob-us of the fruit 


“€ of our diligence. Is it come to that, bro-. 


“* ther, that a human being is valued lefg than. 
a hare or a boar? Are we not better than 
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the wild beafts of the field? And a-fellow 
like thyfelf could brook fuch injury.”’ 


<¢ What could I do?” 


«That we thall fee: But pray tell me, 
whence doft thou come, and on what er- 


‘ rand?’”’ 


<¢ I related my’ whole hiftory to him, and, 
without awaiting the end of it he jumped 
up with joyful impatience, pulling me after 


him with all his might.” 


' “ Come along, brother,’ he faid, ‘now 


nw 
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art thou ripe, art the very man I wanted 
for my purpofe. I fhall reap great honor 
by introducing thee to our common wealth. 
Make hafte and follow me.” 


“ Whither art thou going to conduct me?” 


«¢ Don’t 
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<¢ Don’t afk queftions but come and fee;’ 
fo faying, he drageed me forcibly after 
him.” s% 


«¢ As we proceeded the foreft grew more 
and more intricated, impenétrable and 
gloomy: None of us fpokea word until I 
was fuddenly roufed from my apathy by the 
whiftle of my leader: I looked around and 
beheld myfelf at the declivity of a fteep 
rock, projecting over a deep cavern. A 
fecond whiftle anfwered from the womb 
of the rock, and a ladder rofe flowly from 
the abyfs, a thundering voice hallooed 
from the deep, and the winding cavern 
echoed tothe found. My leader defcend- 


ed, firg biddirig me to wait ‘till he fhould . | 


return. ‘I firft muft fecure the maftiff 
which guards the. entrance to our abode,’ 
he faid, ‘ thou arta ftranger, and the fero- 
cious beaft would tear thee to pieces,’ — 
SO fay ing; he Seen. ee | 


ce Now 
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«¢ Now I was ftanding alone before the 
<< precipice, and was well aware of it. The 
“«* imprudence of my leader did not efcape 
<¢ my notice: It would have coft’ me no 
«© more buta refolute effort to pull up the 
¢¢ Jadder, and I would have been reftored to 
“< liberty, and effected my efcape without the 
“¢ leaft danger of being overtaken by the in- 
** habitants of the cavern; I cannot but con- 
“¢ fefs that I had fome temptation to do it: 
*¢ Looking down into the abyfs I was ftruck. 
«© with an obfcure idea of the bottomless 
‘© gulph of hell, from whence there is no re~ 
** demption to be expected. I began to 
“« fhadder at the new courfe of life which I 
‘¢ was going to commence... A fudden flight. 
*€ only could fiave faved me, I was half de- 
* termined tg effect my efcape, and al-. 
“ ready ftretching out my hand to pull up. 
“¢ the ladder, when fuddenly I fancied to hear 
“ a thundering voice as if from the womb. 
« of hell, ‘What has a. murderer to rifk ©’ 
«© and my arm loft its _ and every power 

“ of 
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¥ of motion. My doom was fised, the time 


4 of repentance paft, and the murder I had 
4£ committed was towering behind me like 
© g mountain fhutting up for ever my return 


“ to the path of virtue.” 


«« My leader reappeared the fame moment, 
« bidding me defcend into the cavern. I 


 € had now no other choice left but to fub- 


“© mit to neceflity, and climbed down. Ha- 
“ ving advanced a few ffeps under the ex- 


*¢ cavated rock, our paflage grew larger, and 


‘© I beheld fome huts at a diftance, and as J 
“< approached nearer, a round fpot covered 
“* with grafs appeared to mty view. About 


““ twenty people were fitting round a blazing 


«€ fire. ‘Here,’ my leader exclaimed, ‘here 
«« } bring youa new member of our fociety, 
** whofe nante is not unknown to you, rife 
“ and welcome the celebrated Wolf, of A—.,” 


“< Wolf, ie alll ied ati one 
voice, farting up and forming a circle 


*S ‘ground me, men, women and children: 
| “ Their 
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c¢ Their joy was unfeigned and cordial ; con- 
«¢ fidence and even refpect: was marked in 
*¢ their looks; one fqueezed my hand,.the | 
‘¢ other clapt me on the fhoulder, in a con- 
‘¢ fidential manner ;- all-feemed fincerely. re- 
“© joiced at feeing me, and the fcene was not _ 
€ unlike the meeting again of an = pees 


sb  acquamnrance: mr 


‘¢ My ‘arrival had interrupted their dinner, 
“ they retook their feats and prefied me to 
‘¢ partake of their inviting meal, which con- 
“<< fitted of venifon of all kind and ftewed 
“¢ fruits. The goblet filled with delicious 
“© wine wandered from hand to hand, and 
“© fpread merriment and joviality around; ' 
«© plenty and concord feemed to reign.in that 
« little fociety, and every one ftrove to ma+ 
“ nifeft his joy at my prefence.” 


<< Twas feated between two females which 

«© was the place of honor at table, and ha- © 
« ying expected to meet with the .refufe of 
their fex, how great was my aftonifhment 
““when 
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‘¢ when I found amid this gang of robbers 
“ the moft beautiful female figures my eyes 
“ever beheld. Margaret, the eldeft and 
** handfomeft of the two, was called: ‘Mus, 
and could not be much above eighteen ; 
“her language. was very licentious, ‘and 
*< her looks ftill more fo. Maria, the young- 
<< eft, was married, but had run away from a 
*¢ hufband who had treated her ill; her form 
‘* was fuperior to that of my other. neigh- 
** bour, however fhe was pale and of a deli- 
“© cate conftitution, and in the whole lefs ftri- 
«* king at firft fight than the lively Marga- 
“‘ ret. They feemed to rival who firft fhould 
‘© kindle my defires; the beautiful Margaret 
“ {trove to difpel my timidity by wanton 
‘© jokes, however I foon conceived an invin- 
‘© cible diflike to that woman, and the mo- 
“¢ deft Maria fettered my heart for ever.” 


“¢ You fee, brother,’ faid the man who had 
“* been my conductor te that place, ‘you. fee 
“* how we live here, and every day paffes 


«¢ like the prefent: Is itnot true, comrades?” 
. “Yes, 
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© Yes, every day pafles like the prefent,’ 
“* the whole gang exclaimed.” 


‘If therefore you think you can accuf- 
tom yourfelf to our manner of life, then 
{tay with us and be our captain: Do you 
confent to it, comrades?” 
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«An unanimous yes rent the air.” 


“My imagination was fired with wine 
and loofe defires, my reafon fettered, and 
** my blood heated: Human fociety had ba- - 
“ nifhed me—and there I found brotherly. 
« affection, good living and honor. Whiat- 
“* ever might have been my choice, I could 
not efcape the hand of punithing juftice; . 
« however, in a fituation like that which.was 
“© offered me, I could at leaft fell my life 
“* dear: Voluptuoufnefs was my ruling paf- 
fion, and I had ’till then always been treat- 
“ed with {corn and contempt by the other 
‘© fex, but here I could expect to fatisfy my 
« defires, 
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«¢ defires, and to be received with pleafure : 

« My refolution coft me but very little, and 

<< J exclaimed, after a moment’s confidera- 

+ € tion, I will ftay with you, comrades, if 

« you will cede to me my beautiful neigh-. 
‘© bour.”’ 


 ¢€ All of them agreed to confent to my re- 
« queft, and I became unexpectedly the 
avowed poffeffor of a w———~e, and the 
““ chief of a gang of robbers!” 


«To be revenged on the prince, in wha 
«¢ dominions I had fuffered fo much difgrace, 
«© was the chief defire of my heart, and to ef- 
* feét that purpofe the firft ufe I made of 
_ £€ my new acquired authority. Our gang 
© confifted in eight ftout fellows befides my- 
 felf, the reft was compofed of women and 
« children: My new affociates had content- 
ed themfelves ’till I was joined to their 
“* fociety, with clandeftine depredations in 
‘ the pantriesand cellars ofthe rich peafants, 


*€ and‘ game-ftealing, and never had recourfe 
s¢ to 
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to violent means. My views went far- 
ther: I propofed to declare open war 
againft the game, which had brought on 
my diferace and ruin, and torob the houfes 
of the judges who had punifhed me fo fe- 
verely.”” 


“To effect our purpofe we wanted horfes, 
The frontiers, where the dominions of my 
former fovereign terminated, being three 
miles diftant. By means of houfe-break- 
ing and fome highway robberies we foon 
got pofieffion of a fufficient fui of money, 
with which we difpatched one of our affo- 
ciates to a diftant town to buy four horfes, 
fire arms, powder and ball. The houfes 
of the hated judges were pillaged in a 
tempeftuous night, and whenever the face 


of the earth was covered with midnight. 


darknefs, we fallied forth from our den to 
deftroy the game-in thofe parts where my 
misfortunes had commenced, and I took 
care to let my peueee know that it 

ce was 
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«¢ was Wolf who committed thefe depreda- 


© tions,” 


— 


‘ Meeting with fuccefs in our nocturnal 
‘ rambles our temerity increafed, and we 
«© way-laid the traveller on the. high road, 
<< however I took great care not to perpetrate 
‘© afecond murder. The terror of my name 


© foon fpread itfelf all over the country, and 


“ the neighbouring magiftrates tried every 
‘© means to get me in their power; a great 
‘© reward was promifed to him who fhould 


«© take me, dead or alive, and, if one of my, 


‘< affociates, a full pardon; however, I was fo 
‘¢ fortunate to elude the watchfulnefs of my 
‘¢ purfuers.for a confiderable time, and to 
“* fruftrate ey attempt on my hberty.” 
ey had ome on ie infernal trade a 
“© whole year, when | began to be tired of it, 
<* The gang, whofe leader I was, having dif 
“ « appointed my fanguine hopes, I foon per- 
“ ceived, with terror, how much my fancy, 
ce «heated by wine and loofe defires, had been 
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impofed upon, when! confented to become 
the captain of my affociates. Hunger and 
want frequently fupplied the place of fu- 
perfluiry and eafe, which I had expected, 
and I was neceffitated many a time to rifk 
my life in order to procure a {canty meal, 
which hardly fufficed to appeafe the vio- 
lent cravings of my empty ftomach. | The 
vifionary image of brotherly concord dif- 
appeared, and envy, fufpicion, and jealoufy 
ftepped in its place, loofening the ties of 
our fociety; the folemn promife ofa full 
pardon to him who fhould deliver me into 
the hands of juftice, was a powerful temp- 
tation to lawlefs robbers, and I was well 
aware of the dangers which furrounded me. 

I became a ftranger to fleep, a victim to 
never ceafing apprehenfions; the phantom 
of fufpicion ‘purfued me every where, tor- 
mented me when awake, laid down with 
me upon my couch, and created frightful 


dreams, when my weary eyes were now. 
and then clofed by the hand of flumber. 
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My confcience, which had been lulled 
afleep, recovered its power by degrees, 
and the fleeping viper of remorfe was 
roufed by the general tempeft which was 
raging within my breaft ; the hatred I bore 
the human race turried its dagger againft 
myfelf—I was reconciled to human kind, 
and curfed nobody but myfelf: The dread- 


‘ ful confequences of vice ftared me grifly 
in the face, and my natural good fenfe dif- 


pelled at length the delufions which had 
led me aftray from the bleffed path of vir- 
tue; I felt how deep I had fallen, and 
gloomy melancholy ftepped in the place 
of gnafhing defpair: I wifhed, with weeping 


eyes, to have it in my power to recall the | 


tines paft, and was convinced that I would 
make a better ufe of the hours I had de- 
dicated to the vile fervice of guilt; I be- 
gan to hope that I yet would reform, being 
fenfible that I fhould be able to effet a 
reform. On the higheft fummit of de- 
prav 2 I was more inclined to tread in the 
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{teps of virtue, than before I had commited 
the firft lawlefs deed.” 


c> A war had broken out in Germany at 
that time, and recruits were raifing every 
where, which gave me fome hopes to re- 
treat in an honorable manner from my af- 
fociates, and turn a ufeful member of hu- 
man fociety: I wrote a letter to my prince, 


the copy of which you will find in my poc- 


ket book.”’ 


~ 


« The letter was produced and read by the 
clerk, the purport of it ran, as much as ] 
can remember, as follows :”’ 


Cape 


«If your Highnefs does not think it be- 
neath your dignity to condefcend to a vil- 
lain like myfelf, if a criminal of my atro- 


city is not entirely excluded from your 
mercy,. O then do not rejeft the humble 


petition of'a repenting finner—I am a mur- 
‘* derer 


" 


«¢ 


NECROMANCER, | ary. 
¢¢ derer and robber, have forfeited my life, 
‘© and am purfued by the avenging hand of | 
‘¢ juftice, I will deliver myfelf into the hand 
<¢ of the executive power—but F, at the fame 
« time, am going to lay a very ftrange prayer 


© at the feet of your throne : I deteft hife and 
€ do not fear to die, it would however be 


‘¢ ‘dreadful to me to die, without having lived. 
‘*. TJ with tolive, in order'to repair my crimes 
‘© paft, and to make my peace with human 


“© fociety, which I have offended. My exe- 


* cution will be a warning example to the 
«¢ world, but not atone for my wicked deeds; 
«¢ I hate vice, and havea ftrong defire to 
“© try the path of honefty and virtue ; I have 
‘© fhewa great capacities to become a terror 
‘< to the ftate, and I flatter myfelf that I yet 
‘*-have fome abilities to render fervices to the 
<< country which.I have injured.” | 


“*J am well aware that I fupplicate for 
** fomething quite uncommon: My life be- 
ing forfeited, it does not become me to 


“© propofe conditions to punithing juftice ; 
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«¢ however, I am not yet chained in fetters, 
‘© am yet at liberty, and fear has the leaft 
« fhare in my prayer.” 


“A 


‘Tt is mercy that I crave, and if I had 
« fome claim to juftice I would not attempt 
‘© now toenforce it; yet there is one circtim- 
© ftance which I have reafon to recall to the 
“ recolleétion of my judges. The period 
* of my crimes commences with that rigo- 
 rous fentence which has deprived me of 
‘“ my honor. If my judges had not been 
‘< too fevere, if they had liftened to the voice 
*€ of equity and humanity, I fhould perhaps 
«¢ not have been reduced to the neceffity of 
‘* craving the mercy ofyour Highnefs—their 
«* want of fealing has plunged me in the fatal 
“ pulph of guilt.” 


‘*Let mercy fupply the place of juftice 
and jpare my life, if it is in your-power toe 
‘ intercede with the law in my behalf, the 
remainder of my life fhall be eatirely de- 
voted to yourfervice: If you can grant my 
| «humble 
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* humble prayer lef me know it by way of 


«© the public prints, and I will throw myfelf 
«< at your feet, confiding in your princely 
“* word ; if not, then juftice may proceed 
“ as it thal) be deemed proper, and I muft 


«© a&as neceffity fhall require.” . 
. | 


- 


“ This petition,” thus refumed the delin- 
quent, ‘** was nottaken notice of, as well as 
** a fecond and third, and having not the Jeaft 
“* glimmering of hopg left, tobe pardoned, 
*« Itook the refolution to leave the country, 


<* and to die in the fervice of the King of — 


<< Pruffia as a brave foldier.’”’ 


S*T gave my gang the flip, and began my 
*¢ journey. My road led me through a fmall 
** country town, where I intended to ftay 
“* the night: A few weeks ago a proclama- 
** tion had been publifhed through the 
“* whole country,.commanding a ftrict exa- 
mination of every traveller, becaufe the 
Prince: had: taken a party in the war, asa 
“* member of the German Empire. The 
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gate-keeper of the town which I was 
going to enter was fitting upon a bench 
before his houfe as I rode by ; my forbid- 
ing countenance and motly drefs raifed 
his fufpicion, and as foon as I had entered 
the gate he fhut ic and demanded my 
pafiport, after he had firft fecured the bridle 
of my horfe. I was prepared for accidents 
ofthat fort, having provided myfelf with a 
pafiport, which I had taken from a mer- 
ehant whom I had robbed. However this 
teftimony would not fatisfy the eagle-eyed 


gate-keeper, my phyfiognomy being in 


contradiction with it, and I was obliged to 
follow him to the bailiff's houfe: He or- 
dered me to await his return at the door.”’ 


' «& The paffport was examined, and mean- 
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while a rabble began to affemble around 
me, attracted by my ftrange figure; a 
whifpering arofe among the multitude and | 
fome of the crowd were pointing alter- 
nately at me and my horfe; the latter ha- 


«« ving been ftolen by one of my former 


éé 


affociates, my confcience gave the alarm. - 
: * c¢ The 
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The gate-keeper returned with the paff- 
«< nort, and told me, that the bailiff under- 
« ftanding that I came from the feat of the 


_ « war, would be glad to have half an hour's 


«© converfation with me, and to get fome in- 


~ formation of the fituation of our army. 


“ This meffage increafed my apprehenfion 
«© of being known, and fearing the invita- 
‘< tion of the bailiff to be a fnare to get me 
‘in his power without refiftance, I elapt 
« fours to my horfe without returning an | 


- “anfwer.” | 


““My fudden flight gave the fignal to an 
« univerfal hue and cry; a thief! a thief! 
« exclaimed the whole multitude, purfuing 
«© me with all poffible fpeed: The iron-hand 


<< of punifhing vengeance feemed ready to 


‘*« grafp me, my life was at ftake, and I re- 
«© doubled the fwiftnefs of my flight, goad- 
“© ing the fides 6f my horfe without mercy.” 


«© My purfuers were foon far behind me, 


‘© panting for breath, and liberty promifed to 
| Ly << gladden 
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eladden my heart again, when the fleet- 
nefs of my flight was fuddenly ftopt by 
a dead wall. My purfuers gave a loud 
fhout when they faw me entrapt, and I 
had given over every hope of effecting 


‘ my efeape, when a fudden thought {truck 


me, that the wall might be the city wall, 
and that perhaps I would regain my liberty 
throngh a window of one of the houfes on 
the bottom of the ftrect. The door of 
that on the left fide was open, I jumped 
from my horfe, and entered it with a piftel 
in each hand, bolting the door after me, 
and haftening up ftairs without being feen 
by any one of the inhabitants. My pur- 
fliers-were clofe at my hecls, and thun- 
dered at the door when I was rufhing into 


a room where nobody was but an old wo- 


man: Seeing a man with a brace of pif- 


© tols, terror fectered her tongue, and the fell 
‘ina fwoon. J opened the window, and, 


imagine my joy, when the open field hailed 


my anxious ae I bolted che door, 
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_« placed chairs and tables againtt it, threw 


« the bed out of the window, and concealed 
«¢ myfelf inthe chimney to await there the 
¢ fetting in of night.” 


eB 


_ € Fhis was the work of a few moments, 
*« and I was fafely houfed in my hiding place 
«© when the door was forced open with a 
‘ thundering noife. My calculations had not 
« deceived me, and my plan fucceeded as 
« well as I could expe it. My purfuers 
« feeing the window apen, and the feather- 
« bed lyingin the fick, believed firmly I had 
« effected my .efcape: Some young. men 
« jumped boldly down, and ethers went to 
“© purfue mg on hérfeback; the old woman 


66 who could tell no tales, was .carried to 


<< another part ef the houfe, ‘and J was left 


_ © alone to mufe on my awkward fituation.” 


“ Soon.after the owner of the houfe came 
« into the ream with fome of his neighbours, 
£ and confirmed by his difcourfes my hopes 


“ that nobody fufpected my hiding-place. 
| i “Tee eOne 
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One.of the company thought I might-be 
concealed under” the bed, but his idea of 
my ftill being in n the honfe was, to my in-. 
expreffible fatisfaction, treated with ridicule. 


© At length my fituation became extremely | 


painful to me, and I wifhed fervently my 
unwelcome vifitors might be gone.”’ 


‘¢ After two tedious hours I was at length 
releafed of my fear to be detected by fome 
unforefeen accident, when the landlord and 
his friends left alfo the room where I was 
hidden. As foon as the coaft was clear, 
and the tranquillity of the houfe reftored, 
I climbed higher up into the chimney with 
the intention to get upon the roof; how- 
ever, On maturer confideration I thought 
it fafer to remain where I was, hearing 


' many voices in the field, which made me 


afraid of being detected.” 


‘¢ The time crept flowly on, and I thought 
the wifhed-for hour of midnight would 
never {fet in: Hunger and thirft increafed 

« the 
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the horrors of my fituation, and that ever 
watchful remembrancer of the mortal race, 
confcience, began to remind me of my. 
wickednefs, and the punifhments ofnever 
fleeping juftice, which fooner or later 
would overtake me: My refolution of 
Jeaving the path of vice acquired new 


** ftrength, and: I vowed fervently never to- 
 fin-again if I fhould efcape once more.” 
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« Amidft thefe falutary meditations and’ 
refolutions night began to fet in, and I 
breathed freer. At length the feather-bed 
was brought back, but nobody came to 
fleep in it that night, and the room remain- 
ed unoccupied.”’ 


“As foon as midnight filence announced’ 
to me that every body was gone to reft, I 
flided foftly.down the chimney, tore one 
of the bed: fheets and twifted itin-a line - 


_to make ufe of it in getting into the field: 


No fooner had I touched the ground than 


_ © I took to my heels to reach, before. day- 


L 5. “ break 
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“ break, the Black Foreft, whichI knew was 
“only two mules diftant, being well aware 
‘“ that the whole country would be in a hue 
“ and cry after me as foon as my nocturnal 
“ efcape fhould be known. Fear gave me 
 ftrength and winged my feet: Fatigued 
. “ and entirely fpent I reached the fkirts of 
“-the Black Foreft, and threw myfelf into 
the firft thicket to reft my weary limbs.’” 


_ © Fatigzued by the long journey I had made 


‘¢ and the anxiety and fear which continu-. 
ally had harraffed my mind, I fell afleep: 
I had not flept two hours, as I could guefs. 

by the fun, when I was fuddenly roufed — 
by the diftant barking of dogs; I ftarted 
up and liftened, when the hallooing of twa. 
hunt{men vibrated in my. ear: They 
feemed to dire¢ét their courfe towards the 
“¢ {pot where I was concealed, and no other 
*¢ means of efcape were left me, but to climb. 
‘* up an ‘adjoining oak tree, and to hide my- 
« felf amid its thickeft branches, where I. 
‘* fancied to find fecurity.” 
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< However all my fears and apprehen- 

fions returned with: redoubled force, when 
the dogs came to the tree which fheltered 
me,and began to bark in a terrible man- 
ner; the hujiccrs were clofe at their heels, 
but feeing no game, they recalled my new 
pei fecutors and purfued their way. Fear 
of falling into the hands cf my enemies 


obliged me to remain where ] was until 


the dark. mantle of night fhould on 
once more my flight.” 


at Piunaer and a had hardly left me 


fufficient ftrength to keep my fitnation 
any longer; when I, to my inexpreffible 
joy, efpied the neft of a raven in the top 
of a tree, and fix eggs in it. - This unex- 
pected relief gave me new ftreneth, new 
life, -new hope, and I awaited with pati- 
ence the. fetting in of night, when I got 
down, _purfuing my. way through the 
foreft.” 


16 “The 
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«The night was dark, and a rifing tem- 
« peft fhook the tops ofthe lofty oaks: 
The diftant lightning and the hollow voice 
of the thunder announced a dreadful night. 
« The thunder foon began to fhake the fir- 
‘¢ mament, flafhes of lightning illuminated, 
s¢ by intervals, the dark and dreary foreft, and 
<¢ to increafe the miferies of my fituation, 
“a ftorm of rain gufhed down with fuch © 
“© violence as if all the flood-gates of heaven 
«¢ had been opened -at once. I fought fhel- 
‘¢ ter beneath an antient oak, but, alas! a 
‘© flath of lightning which fhivered to atoms 
«© a lofty beech tree, not above fifty paces 
<< from the {pot where I was ftanding, made 
«© me foon quit my dangerous afylum, and 
drove me to an open fpot where I was ex- 
© pofed to all the violence of the ftorm: I 
‘© was foon wet to the fkin; my teeth be- — 
«© gan to chatter, and all my little courage 
‘¢ fled on the wings of defpondency.”’ - 
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«¢T had ftood the fury of the elements two 
horrid dreadful hours, no found was heard 
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<¢ but the fcreech of the owl, the croaking of 
*e. che raven, the roaring of thunder, and the 
** howling of furious winds: midnight was 
© paft, and the hurricane ftill raged with un- 
“ abated fury: My wounded confcience 
“ brought all my crimes to my recolle¢tion, - 
« T fancied the day of judgment was near, 
‘ and was feized with a violent trembling. 
‘¢ My tortured foul divined a thoufand hor- 
‘€ rid thoughts; and I vowed fervently: to 


| ’ % purfue the fteps of virtue.” 


«My whole frame fhaking with cold I 
« began to run without knowing whither I 
‘ was directing my courfe, in order to warm 
« my blood, which was almoft chilled, when | 
«* fuddenly the ground gave way beneath 
“¢ my feet, and I fell into a deep pit. My 
«¢ fall was violent, however I received no o- 
ther hurt except a few bruifes, my coat 
** being entangled in the rocts of atree about 
‘ four yards from the bottom of my fubter- 


“< raneous dungeon: I {trove to climb up the 
a << wall, 
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wall, which appeared to be horizontal, but 
all my. endeavours were fruitlefs, and the 
dreadful fpectre of famine ftared me grifly 
in the face: I fatdown upon the damp. 
ground and. began to mufe on my forlorn 
finuation, when a fudden flafh of vivid 
lightning illuminated my prifon, and dif- 
clofed to my eyes a narrow paflage; I 
groped along the winding paflage with 
fearful fteps, not knowing whether it would. 
lead: me upwards or downwards.” 


«© T had walked above half an hour and. 


not yet found an outlet, the little hope I. 
had to extricate myfelf from my fubter~ 
raneous dungeon began to die away. by: 
degrees, and feemed to be entirely fruf- 
trated, when.a maffy iron door. fuddenly- 
obftructed my way: I exerted all. my little 
remaining ftrength to force it open, how- 
ever the impenetrable darknefs which fur~ 
rounded me rendered all my labors abor- 
tive: The punifhment of my crimes feem-. 
ed, to be arrived, and I funk down upon. 
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— damp ground in a fit of defpair en- 
tirely fpent, and incapable to attempt any 
farther’ efforts to open the fatal door; 
cold: drops of fweat bedewed my wearied 
limbs, and I began, on firft time in my | 
i eircuey to pray.” 


 Atlenoth a thought ftruck me, that per- 


«* haps the flafh of the powder would difclofe 
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to me an outlet, if I was to fire a piftol. 
I haftily took one, out.of my pocket and 
difcharged it; my hope had not deceived. 
me entirely, and I. beheld: another pafiage 
to the left, which I inftantly purfued with. 
alacrity. ’Ere long I came to a fecond 
iron door, which however ioon yielded to. ° 
my efforts to. open it, and let me into a 
{fpacious. vault.”’ 


‘‘ Having groped about halfan hour longer 


IT was thrilled with unutterable joy when. - 


I difcovered, after many fruitlefs refearches, 


‘a narrow ftaircafe, which led me intoa 


roomy hall, faintly illuminated by the rays. 
c¢ of 
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¢¢ of the moon, who was peeping through 
** the lofty windows, compofed of ftained 


ce glafs.” - 
e 


« Here the-robber gave a full defcription 
of the Haunted Caftle, on the fkirts of the 
Black. Foreft, which you, my dear friend, 
know too well to Salah a repetition. of the 
faithful picture: he drew.” 


« Having explored’ every corner of the 
« antient fabric,”’ thus he continued, * with- 
‘ out meetinga living foul, I defcended into 
‘¢ a fpacious court-yard, from whence a lofty 
‘¢ gate- way led’me into the open field: The 
«© dawn of morn began to break-in the Eaft 
« from the purple clouds, and I heard the 
‘© crowing of cocks within: a fmall diftance. 
‘© He only who has beeni ina ficuation like 
¢¢ mine can form an idea of the rapture — 
‘© which rufhed on my foul when I perceived 
‘ myfelf to be {6 near an inhabited fpot.”” 


*Quickening 
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“Quickening my totttring fteps I faw 
_ *© two country wenches with bafkets on their 
*€ heads coming from the adjacent village, 
‘* which feemed to be not above a quarter 
of a mile diftant : -I was juft going to en- 
quire of them the name of the village, 
when both of them raifed a dreadful fcream, 
running back as faft as poffible. Being 
defirous to know, previous to my entrance 
“* mto the village, where I was, left I might 
«< unknowingly run into the hands of my 
‘© purfuers ; I fummoned up all the few re- 
*© mains of ftrength, which hunger and fa- 
‘ tisue had left me, in order to come up 
‘* with them, but when the frightened girls 
“« perceived me clofe at their heels, they 
threw down their bafkets, and fled with 
the fwiftnefs of an arrow.” 
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‘Fearing to be known, and apprehending 
the wenches would alarm the village, I 
was ‘obliged to defift from my purfuit, and 


oe to feck a — rill I fhould be able 
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to continue my journey, for I found it ut- 


‘ terly impoflible to advance a mile farther. . 
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No place promufing a fafer afylum than 
the defolated caftle, I refolved to return, — 
but previoufly to examine the bafkets the 
gitls had dropt, whether they might not 
contain fome victuals to appeafe the pinch- _ 
ing hunger which tormented me.” 


“Tt feemed they had’ been on their way 
to the market, their bafkets containing 
fome lumps of butter, two earthen jars. 
with milk, fome fmalt cheefes, and two 
large pieces of coarfe bread, The milk, 
Wich was not all run out of the earthen © 
vefiels, quenched my thirft, and the bread 
and cheefe I took with me to the caftle to 
fatisfy the — demands of my fto- 


mach. >) 


On my arrival in the great hall of the 
caftleI {truck fire with the help of a fteel 
J had in my pocket; and the Sint of one 
of my piftols, and foon was feated by the 
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blazing flame drying my wet garmenits and 
appeafing my hunger. Cafting my looks 
accidentally on my hands, I faw that they 
were as black as thofe of a coal-heaver, 
from the foot of the chimney where I had 
fheltered myfelf againft the firft onfet of 
my purfuers, and_having every reafon to 
believe that my face muft be of the fame 
hue, Feafily could account for the fudden 
flight of the. two girls, who, very likely 
took me for the devil: This idea filenced 
my fears of a vifit from the alarmed vil- 
lagers tolerably, and the foothing hand of 
fleep began to clofe my eyes.” 


Thus far the captain of the robbers had 


related his extraordinary tale, when the chief 
Juftice commending the apparent fincerity 
of his voluntary confeffion, broke up the 
court, ordering the prifoner to be reconducted 
to his aundesn until the day following, when 

he would hear the continuation ver his : adven- 

tures, 


My 
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My bufinefs not allowing me to ftay a day’ 
longer, I departed reluctantly at four o’clock. 
in the afternoon: However, before I left N— 
I obtained the promife of a friend of mine 
whom I accidentally had met, that he would 
fend me the continuation of the robber’s 
farther confeffion, and four weeks after I re- 

~ceived the following letter, which contains 
every thing you may with to know. 
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CONTINUATION OF 


_* WOLF’s CONFESSION, 


AND THE 


FINAL ISSUE OF HIS TRIAL. 


“My worthy friend, 


It is with the fincereft fatisfaction I ant 
going to give you a faithful account of the 
remainder of Wolf’s confeffion, and the final 
iffue of his trial, according to my promife.” 


“©'You will remember that he clofed the 
narration of his fingular adventures which he 
gave on the firft day of his trial, with his re- 
luétant return to the caftle, where he intended 
to ftay ’till the darknefs.of night fhould fhel- 

ter 
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ter him againft the purfuit of his perfecutors. 


The great fatigue he had fuftained on his 
flight foon clofed his weary eyes, and he flept 
rill after fun fet, when he left the Caftle to 
-purfue his way to F—, where he intended to 
enlift in the Pruffian fervice.”’ 


« Directed by the filver rays of the rifing . 


moon he foon found his way to the high 
road: At the firft well he fell in with he 
cleaned his footy face and hands and then 
went brifkly on. Being well ftocked with 
provifions, he determined not to enter any 
inhabited place before he fhould be obliged 
by neceffity to do it, left fome new -mis- 
fortunes might. crofs his military {cheme. 
With that view he left the high road when- 
ever it led through a village, walked all night 
long and flept in the day time. Thus he 


travelled onward two nights without having ~ 


met with any.accident, when he, at the. clofe 
of the third day, was obliged to direct his 
courfe to a {mall hamlet in order to provide 


himfelf :with provifions : As foon as it was. 


dark 
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dark he went with fearful fteps to a baker’s 
fhop, to purchafe fame bread, but great was 
his terror when he wanted to pay for the 


~ {mall loaf of coarfe bread he had bought, and 


could not. find bis purfe, which muft have 
dropt out of his pocket when he dried his 
pees in the hall o caftle. 


Being entirely deftitute of money, he of- 
fered one of his piftels, which he took out of 
his pocket, in lieu of payment: The baker 


wiewed him from tip to toe, and after fome 


hefitation apreed to the bargain. Unfortu- 
nately the houfe of this man had been robbed 
fome weeks ago by a gang of thieves, and 
Wolf’s favage look joined with his fingular 
appearance rendered him fufpicious to the 
baker, who, ever fince the robbery had been 
committed in his houfe, took every ill-look- 


- ing ftranger forathief. | 


‘ Prompted by that notion he ordered one 
of his people to.fallow Walfat.fome diftance 


as foon.as:he had left the houfe, and went 


ated 
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inftantly to the bailiff to inform him of his 
fufpicions, and the ftrange bargain he had 
juft concluded, 


The magiftrate who had been indefatigable 
in his refearches after the daring robbers, 
without fucceeding in his endeavours to find 
them out, foon fell in with his opinion, and 
ordered fome ftout fellows to follow the fuf- 
pected robber, and to fecure him by furprife. 


Wolf, who had mean while ftruck again 
into the foreft, feated himfelf behind fome 
bufhes by the banks of a rivulet, and be- 
gan to appeafe the demands of his grumbling 
ftomach, not obferying that he was followed, 
when fuddenly four Ee arms feized him 
from behind. 


The unexpected furprife, the continual 
_ fatigues he had undergone, and the ftrength of 
his adverfaries rendered it impoffible to difen- 
gage himfelf from their powerful grafps, and 


he was dragged before the. ‘magittrate of the. 


kamlet 





le lh een ps 


NECROMANCER. 2470 


hamlet who demanded his paffport: Having 
been obliged to leave it behind when his 


alarmed confcience had drawn upon him his — 


late difafter, he had no other choice left but 
to pretend being an Auftrian deferter, who. 
wanted to go into the Prufian fervice. The | 
bailiff miftrufting his veracity, ordered him 
to be fearched, when a loaded piftol and a 
large knife were found upon him, which in- 
creafed the fufpicion of the zealous magi- 
{trate, who, without farther ado, fent him to 
the prifon, 


New apprehenfions of a dreadful nature 


‘affailed now the unhappy man. The fear that 


all his former crimes would be detected filled 
his defponding foul with black defpair; how- 
ever his lamentable fituation took foon a turn 
more favorable than he could have expected. 
A tranfport: of Pruffian recruits paffing thro’ 
the village in the afternoon, the bailiff or- 
dered him to be delivered to the command- 
ing officer, thinking this to be the moft 


z commodious way to rid the country of a 


fellow whofe whole appearance bore evident 
VOL. II. M mark | 
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marks of his thiefith profeffion, and to {pare 
himfelf the trouble of a tedious examination. 
His fize and the robuft make of his ‘limbs 
rendered him a very acceptable acquifition 
to the recruiting officer, and he was enrolled 
asa Pruffian foldier to his unutterable joy. 
Wolf the robber was now at once ap- 
pointed to fight the battles of Fredenc the 
Great, and made a folemn vow to fulfil cheer- 
fully the duties of his honorable calling. 


The tranfport arrived fafe at Magdeburg, 
and the new foldier was with his companions 
inftructed in the art of killing lawfully his 
fellow creatures. The Corporal who was 
appointed to inftruct him in the manual ex- 
ercife, was famous for his feverity, conform- 
ing ftrictly to the military principles of his 
royal mafter, who, as it 1s univerfally known, 
had it laid down as a rule to infpire his mar- 
tial bands with heroifm by the frequent ap- 
plication of Wooden arguments. Wolf who — 
was not in the leaft partial to that fort of 
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reafoning, found it very difficult to brook the 


brutality of his drilling mafter, who feemed to 
have a particular predilection for him, plying 
his back fo frequently and fo feverely, that the 
new foldier was foon rendered too fenfible of 
his inftructor’s partiality for him. 


- Wolf exerted himfelf to the utmoft of his 
ability to pleafe the rigorous corporal, and to 
fhelter himfelf againft the frequent heavy 
fhowers of blows and cuffs, but not being 
able to attain his end, refentment and hatred 


_ began at length to rankle in his heart, his 


whole ftock of patience was exhaufted, and 
he began to have frequent recourfe to drink- 
ing, inorder to difpel the gloominefS of mind 
which haunted him inceffantly, and to drown 
the recolle¥ion of his forlorn fituation, 


One day as he came half intoxicated to the 
parade, he acquitted himfelf fo badly of his 
tafk, that his military mentor plied. his back 


oft unmercifully, Wolf's anger was roufed, 


his blopd was boiling, and he called his cha- 


fiafer a sahited beaft, a: 2. blood- hound,.and many _ 


M 2 other 


—— 
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‘other names of the fame ftamp. The fury 
ofhis tyrant being raifed to the higheft de- 
gree by that language, he inflicted his blows 
‘with fo much violence, that Wolf, ina fit of 
defpair ftruck him to the ground with the 
but end of his gun. He was inftantly feized, 
carried to the prifon, and fentenced by a 
court martial to run the gantlet. 


The day of execution appeared, the fol- 
‘diers were drawn up, and his back was bared, 
when lo! the mark of his ignominy was feen 
between his fhoulders. It being evident by 
the fign of a gallows, which was feen be- 
tween his fhoulders, that he had been under 
the hands of the common hangman, he was | 
declared unworthy to receive military pu- 
nifhment, and fentenced to work in the for- 
tification. 


Confined with the dregs of daca kind, 
and ever in company with the bafeft of vil- 
lains, his weak virtuous refolutions died away 
by degrees. He once more began to con- 
fider himfelf as the — of injuftice and bar- 

| barous — 
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barous cruelty, his belief in the providence 
ofthe benevolent ruler of the world foon gave 
way to atheiftical principles, and his former 
defire for doing mifchief returned with re- 
doubled force, when he faw his fincere en- 
deavours to become an ufeful member of 
human fociety were thwarted again in a moft 
crue] manner: He began to think that he was 
doomed to bea villain, and being driven to — 
defpair by hard labour, and frequent blows, 
he concerted plans of effecting his efcape. 


_ One of his fellow prifoners, a moft confum- 
mate ruffian, joined with him in devifing 
means of regaining their liberty, and after 
many fruitlefs efforts they at length effected 
their efcape, affifted by an impenetrable foe 
which covered their flight. As foon as their 


efcape was known in the fortrefs, the can- 


Nons were fired, and. the country roufed : 
However they happily eluded their. purfuers, 


and reached at the clofe ef day a wood where 


they refolved to conceal themfelves in the 
tops of the. ttees ’till the heat of the purfuit 
fhould have abated. 
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In this uncomfortable fituation they re- 
mained as long as their {mall ftock of pro- | 
vifions lafted, confulting with each other by 
what means they could beft procure an inde- 
pendent livelihood, and at laft agreed te re- 
fort to the Haunted Caftle in the Black Foreft, 
and there to commence robbers. After 
many fatiguing rambles and alarming fears, 
they arrived at length at the wifhed for 
afylum. | 


Wolf's inventive genius begot the fcheme 
to render that defolated fabric more fecure 
againft the intrufion of unwelcome vifitors, 
by raifing an idea in the fancy of the neigh- 
bouring villagers of its being haunted by evil 
fpirits. In order to accomplifh their defign, 
they fet upa dreadful howling and doleful 
lamentations whenever they perceived fome 
of the villagers near the envirens of the 
caftle. The gloomy appearance of that half 
decayed fabric, aided by the fuperftition of 
-the credulous peafantry rendered their artful 
{chemes fuccefsful, and in a fhorst time none 
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of the villagers dared to approach their lurk- 
ing place, from which they fallied out every 
night difeuifed in‘ the fkin of goats, which 
they had ftolen and fleeced, and committed 
numberlefs robberies in the village. Having 
procured a fu‘ficient ftock of money, Wolf's 
affociate was difpatched to a neighbouring 


_ town to procure fire arms, powder, and ball, 


and then they began to prey on the unwary 
wanderer. To relate the numberlefs robbe- 
ries they committed before they ‘were joined 
by new affociates would fwell volumes: As 
their numbers augmented they became more 
daring, and extended their depredations many 
miles over the country, ‘till after a feries of 
thirty fuccefsful years their infernal fociety 
fuftained a deadly blow by the noéturnal fur- 
prize which delivered them into the power of 
punifhing juftice. Wolf has fince confeffed 
that they have a great number of hiding places 
befides the folitary caftle, and that their gang 
confifts of fifty-three ruffians, who are dif- 
perfed all over the country. The ufeful in- 
formation he has given to his Judges has ena- 

| bled 
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bled them to fecure a great number of inn- 
keepers and publicans, who were leagued with 
that infernal fet of ruffians, of whom fix more 
hive been taken up fince you have left me, 
however their money and the great booty they 


have hoarded up, has not been detected as yet, 


and is fuppofed to have been removed on the 
firft alarm by the reft of the gane. Wolf's 
life will be fpared on account of his faithful 
confeffion, and the great affiftance he has af- 
forded his Judges in putting a final {top to the 
_ depredations which have been committed for a 


feriés of years in the environs of the Black. 


Foreft ; he is to be committed for life to the 
houfe of correction, where he will have am- 
ple fcope to reflect on his life paft, and to pre- 
pare to meet that eternal Judge who fooner or 
later overtakes the wicked in his vile purfuits. 
Thus I have executed my tafk.as well as it was 
in my power, and truft you will kindly over- 
look the defects of my narrative, and always 
believe me to be with the greateft fincerity, .: 
| Your affectionate friend, 

| pP—. 

FINIS. 
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